The Northwest District has asked all its churches to select one Sunday in October to be “Disability Awareness Sunday”.

                                          WHY?

“Disability Awareness Sunday”, targeted for October 15, is an opportunity to remind ourselves that Christ values all members of His Body. Many members face formidable obstacles to participating in church life. These obstacles may include:

--Poor vision, inhibiting reading the liturgy

--Poor hearing, turning sermons into noise

--Poor reflexes, resulting in an inability to drive to church

--Chronic pain, making an hour’s sit in a pew an exercise in torture 

--Difficulty walking, making it hard to receive communion

--Difficulties in mental comprehension or memory, disrupting communication and life management
--Arthritis or muscular disorder that makes it hard to commune.

Faced with disabilities such as these, many people simply abandon the church. Disability Awareness Sunday is an opportunity for you to address this situation in two simple ways. 

First, point out the issue. Sadly, every church has an empty spot in a pew due to a disability. You might point to an empty spot as representative of that missing person, who must not be forgotten by the church of Christ!  Consider using the attached bulletin insert of interesting facts. Consider a Bible class discussion using a lesson such as is also attached. Make mention of the issue in the litany and/or the message, as also attached. (For lots of great ideas, check out the Disability Awareness Task Force link at: http://www.nowlcms.org/congregational_services/Disabilities.aspx)
Secondly, identify and honor people in your midst who are doing something about the problem. Who are champions already supporting those with disabilities? This would include people who visit shut-ins, members who provide rides to others; secretaries who print up large-type bulletins; trustees who adapt the building to accommodate people with disabilities; other service groups that target those who are sick or disabled, like a youth group that sings Christmas carols at a senior center; or members who write and send bulletins to those too infirmed to attend. This behind-the-scenes support honors Christ. Let these champions have their recognition in your service as an inspiration to others. 

Here’s what some area pastors say:

“In our congregation, those with disabilities are not singled out for their disability, but celebrated for their unity. They’re so much a part of our congregation that there’s no distinction.”
--Pastor Jonathan Dinger; Bethlehem Lutheran, Aloha, Oregon 
“If we are truly serious about connecting all people with Jesus and opening our doors and hearts to even the least of the brethren, then disability awareness is absolutely essential. Disability awareness is a big priority at Christ Our Redeemer.”

--Pastor Steve Nicodemus; Christ Our Redeemer, Sandpoint, Idaho   
As a pastor and member of the NW District Task Force for Disability Awareness (most of whom have disabilities!)  I personally commend this event. Please send back a quick reply to this letter affirming your church’s planned participation at: pastorjoel@redeemer-lcms.org. Join me and the other Task Force members listed below in celebrating Disability Awareness Sunday!
Pastor Joel Brauer, Leah Colburn, Carroll Lynn Jolley, Pastor Kaz Kachmarek, Chairman Phil Mann, Joel Schuldheisz, Steve Steffens, Art/Carol Wahlers.  

