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WHEAT RIDGE CONGREGATION HEALTH AND HOPE GRANT PROPOSAL DEADLINE QUICKLY APPROACHING

Lutheran congregations are invited and encouraged to submit applications from July 1 through September 30, 2007, for Wheat Ridge Ministries' Congregation Health and Hope Grant program.  The purpose of these grants is to facilitate the initial development of congregation-based health and wellness ministries.  All Lutheran congregations -- unaided or in partnership with other congregations -- are eligible for these grants.  Learn more about submitting a proposal... other links for grant information are found at http://www.nowlcms.org/ExpandingMinistries/Available_Grants.aspx?DID=3
CONCORDIA PLAN SERVICES EXTENDS DEADLINE FOR CHURCH’S PLAN

Our office has received a letter from Concordia Plan Services extending the deadline for Retiree Medical Supplement (RMS) benefit credits to December 31, 2007.  The letter states that this will be the last day these credits for past creditable service years will be granted.  Concordia Plan Services will be launching a communications campaign to organizations currently not enrolled in The Church's Plan in the near future which will outline the potential benefits that are being missed.  For more information and to read the letter in its entirety, please click on this link: http://www.nowlcms.org/whats_new_article.aspx?WID=237&DID=1
 

As a District, we do understand that the economic situation of each of our churches and schools is unique.  We are simply sharing information with you and making you aware of important dates.  If you have questions, please contact Martha Conboy or Concordia Plan Services directly.

LEADERSHIP ADVANCEMENT PROCESS GATHERS FOR SUMMER CONFERENCE

In June, the LAP interview team was blessed to sit with and hear in person about the expanding ministries of Joe Seckel in Prosser, WA and Tolla Gada in Portland, Oregon and Ethiopia.  These two men were confirmed in ministry as Licensed Deacons by the interview team. . . Joe shared how God has been developing his faith and preparing him for ministry, and Tolla shared that he combines his business trips to Ethiopia with outreach ministry. . . for the rest of this story go to this link:  http://www.nowlcms.org/whats_new_article.aspx?WID=236&DID=3
Groups also gathered in July for training, fellowship and refreshment at the LAP summer Conference. . . you can get more information about this exciting way to grow in your faith and ministry at this link:  http://www.nowlcms.org/whats_new_article.aspx?WID=238&DID=3
LAP welcomes aboard their new Director, Steve Henderson.  Steve can be reached at SteveH@nowlcms.org or (971) 219-6934.
NEW PARENTING WORKSHOP OFFERS PRACTICAL STRATEGIES FOR EVERYDAY LIFE

Lutheran Hour Ministries is unveiling a new program to help churches reach out to families in their communities with the love of Christ and a world-class resource. This six-week DVD series, entitled Parenting Families from ME to WE, is based on a parenting concept originated by Dr. David Ludwig, a leading Christian psychologist, counselor, and author. Click to read more: http://www.lhm.org/minupdate/newsemail.asp?Article=8019
LUTHERAN MEDIA NORTHWEST DISBANDING

After many years of fruitful use and service, the Lutheran Media Northwest (LMNW) library is disbanding. New items have not been added to the library for quite some time, and a majority of the library materials are outdated VHS tapes. However, LMNW still encompasses important and helpful ministry resources that we would love to share with our District schools, congregations, and ministry organizations. Therefore, we are providing Northwest District organizations the opportunity to receive disbanded LMNW resources for free. Requests will be accepted starting Monday, September 10. For request procedures, full media catalog, and for more information, please visit the “Lutheran Media NW” section of the Educational Services tab of the Northwest District website -- http://www.nowlcms.org/educational_services/LMNW.aspx
DISTRICT OFFICE JOB OPENING - LCEF

The Northwest District office currently has a job opening for a Promotions & Volunteer Coordinator in our Lutheran Church Extension Fund (LCEF) department.  The job opening announcement and job description are available for download on our website at http://www.nowlcms.org/whats_new_article.aspx?WID=234&DID=1 under General Services/Resources.  The Business office will be accepting resumes through August 15, 2007.  If you are interested, you are encouraged to send or fax your resumes to Martha Conboy (Fax 503-284-2785).

ATTENTION -  LCEF INVESTORS

2007 Fall Leadership Conference, Together in Christ—Building for Eternity, Dallas, TX, November 16 - 18, 2007

 

The Northwest District Lutheran Church Extension Fund is seeking 2 individuals to represent the Northwest District as voting delegates for this year's conference.  Eligibility requirements:

1.  Must be an LCEF investor in the Northwest District LCMS

2.  Must have a passion for the ministry of LCEF

To inquire please submit letter of interest and why you would like to serve as a Northwest District Voting Delegate at the LCEF 2007 Fall Leadership Conference to the Northwest District LCEF Vice President, Ryan McIvor.

16th HOLDEN THEOLOGICIAL CONFERENCE: “Can You Hear Me Now?”

Communicating the Gospel in the Post-Modern World” at Holden Village, Chelan, Washington, September 24-27, 2007, featuring Michael Burk (ELCA Worship Director) and Maria Erling (LTS, Gettysburg) Download a brochure and registration form at www.lensnw.org.

LCMS WORLD MISSION OPPORTUNITIES

Long and short-term missionary service opportunities are available with LCMS World Mission.  Call a Placement Counselor at 1-800-433-3954 for the most current information or visit the website at: http://www.lcms.org/pages/internal.asp?NavID=960.  

SEEKING PROFESSIONALS FOR MERCY MEDICAL TEAMS

Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod World Relief and Human Care is offering medical professionals several opportunities to serve overseas.  The first Mercy Medical Team aided more than 600 patients in October 2006 at a clinic in the Kibera slums in Kenya.  This fall, Mercy Medical Teams will reach out to the sick and needy in Indonesia, Kenya and Guatemala.  For more information, please contact Mercy Medical Teams at 800.248.1930, ext. 1380.

GRANT WORKSHOPS IN OREGON

Applications are available for the 2007 Historic Cemeteries Grant Program – application deadline is September 15, 2007.  Workshops will be held August 6 in Roseburg and August 16 in Baker City, OR.  For more information on these workshops and grants go to this link:  http://www.oregonheritage.org/OPRD/HCD/OCHC/grants.shtml
NW DISTRICT CALENDAR OF EVENTS AND CLASSIFIED ADS

The Northwest District Calendar of Events and Classified Ads pages have both been updated recently.  Check out these links:

For NEW Events on the Calendar:  http://www.nowlcms.org/General_Services/CalendarofEvents.aspx
For Classified Ads submitted by congregations and individuals:  http://www.nowlcms.org/general_services/ClassifiedAds.aspx
NOW TIME FOR PRAYER
We invite you to join all those praying for the Northwest District every Friday at noon. Whatever you are doing, wherever you are, lift up the Northwest District in unity with your brothers and sisters in ministry and mission. Resources are posted at the following link:  http://www.nowlcms.org/ExpandingMinistries/PrayPartResources.aspx . 

Please email SusanO@nowlcms.org if you would like to receive the weekly prayer update and Friday prayer for our District prepared by Rev. Richard Peterson at the Center for Prayer Renewal.


Become a Tracking the Spirit / ABLAZE partner: http://www.nowlcms.org/ExpandingMinistries/PartnerRegistration.aspx 
Partner with us in Prayer: http://www.nowlcms.org/ExpandingMinistries/BecomePP.aspx
Subscribe to District Email Communications at http://www.nowlcms.org/General_Services/Subscribe.aspx 
Prior issues of NEWS NOW can be accessed  at http://www.nowlcms.org/CurrentPublications/NewsNow.aspx
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