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OUTREACH – FAN INTO FLAME

Flames fanned – share your District Convention Story:
 
There are so many stories coming into the district office from the District Convention! People are telling how the Holy Spirit used them to share Christ’s love – and how people came to know Him. 
 
Here is just one such story: 
I was able to pray with young lady about 23 years old to “let Jesus into her life” and I still have Spirit bumps from it. A much longer story than that little sentence, but the end point is that she now has eternity. Her brother was with her and he said “Hallelujah! I have been waiting and praying for this – but now is the time!” I am so humbled to have been His vessel in witnessing this new creature in Christ. This is just one of many such stories.
 
Were you there to witness someone “step into His eternity as new sons and daughters”; their renewed commitment; their a-hah moments; their encouragement through other Christians; or were you encouraged by someone sharing with you? 
 
Please share it with us in writing, for the “encouragement of the body.” (first names only, please) at http://www.nowlcms.org/ExpandingMinistries/Story-form.aspx
FAN INTO FLAME OUTREACH TOOLKIT

Making an Outreach Toolkit: The items that were included in the Convention Toolkit were a combination of purchased and “in-house” materials. Those that were created in the NOW District office are available at the link below. Please use or change them as you need to reach out in sharing the love of Christ with those who need to know. 
http://www.nowlcms.org/General_Services/Conv06Resources.aspx#Tools
OPEN ARMS CONFERENCE

The Open Arms Institute and Concordia University Wisconsin invite you to a joint conference on Gospel Outreach with Early Childhood Ministry, August 2-4, 2006 at Mequon, Wisconsin.   Featured speakers are: Gloria De Gaetano – Founder and CEO of The Parent Coaching Institute and Robert Rogalski – Executive Director of the Lutheran Schools Development Center.  For more information go to the link below or contact Mr. Dick Weniger at DickW@nowlcms.org:  

www.nowlcms.org/Resources/Educ/OpenArmsConf2006-08-02.pdf
MISSION OPPORTUNITY

MOST Ministries need a medical doctor and nurse for the following dates:

GUATEMALA JULY 19-28, 2006 (this trip was originally going to Bolivia)
HONDURAS JULY 28-AUGUST 5, 2006

Most Ministries is looking for persons to join a team going to Kenya that involves doing community attitude assessments, along with a nutrition component.  They are looking for social workers, community health workers, nutritionists and agriculturists with some experience working with people living with HIV/AIDS.  The dates for this trip are September 4-19.  (By the way, two days of this trip will be a safari.)
 

Please contact limm@limm.org or Most Ministries through their link on our website at www.limm.org.  Please let us know if you connect with a team through our website--this is good for us to keep track of this and we will appreciate your help with that.

CONCORDIA UNIVERSITY OPPORTUNITIES
Concordia Youth Athletic Camps

July is the month for the young athletes in your family to learn new skills at one of Concordia University’s summer athletic camps. Volleyball starts July 6th and soccer, July 10th with other dates available through early August. Contact Nancy Wojcik at 503.280.8562 to sign up.
Made for Kids Theater Camp

Concordia University offers a theater arts camp for children entering 2nd through 4th grades July 17th-21st. Students will improve their acting, singing and dancing abilities as they prepare a fully-staged production of Rumpelstiltskin. Camp for a production of Treasure Island starts August 1st. Contact Sarah Shewbert at 503.280.8614 to register.
New Event for Concordia Alumni & Friends
Please save the weekend of September 8-11 for a reunion weekend at Concordia University. The weekend will honor Concordia’s past and celebrate its future through reunion gatherings, chapel services, classes, and a huge family picnic. Details will follow in the coming weeks. Other dates to mark on your calendar include August 19 for the annual alumni soccer and volleyball games and October 21 for the annual basketball alumni games. For more information on all of these events, e-mail alumni@cu-portland.edu.

SEMINARY OPPORTUNITIES

Registration Still Possible for Exploring Church Careers and Exploring Pastoral Ministry Events
 

St. Louis - Registration is still possible for the eighth annual Exploring Church Careers Event (ECCE) to be offered for high school youth July 29 - Aug. 1 and for the Exploring the Pastoral Ministry (EPM), offered for young men in high school Aug. 1-4. Both events will be held on the campus of Concordia Seminary, St. Louis.

A $70 registration fee is the only charge youth pay to attend the ECCE, in addition to travel costs. All activities, meals during the event and on-campus lodging are provided at no cost to participants. Travel scholarships are available to ensure that travel costs do not prevent youth from attending. ECCE registration is limited to 80 high school youth. A $70 registration fee is the only charge for youth to attend the EPM. All meals and lodging at the event are provided free of charge.

For more information on the ECCE or the EPM, contact the Admissions Office, Concordia Seminary, 801 Seminary Place, St. Louis, MO 63105; 1-800-822-9545; ECCE@csl.edu.

URGENT Assistance for Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd, Biloxi, Mississippi

It has been a  long 9 1/2 months since Katrina struck the shores of our community.   The outpouring of help has been tremendous.   The Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd, located in Biloxi MS was spared much of the damage experienced by many other churches and families in this area.   
 
With God in charge, and the help of the Southern District office, Orphan Grain Train, LCMS World Relief and Human Care, Lutheran Disaster Response, and many other individuals, agencies and companies we have established the largest and most capable Disaster Relief Camp on the Gulf Coast, which we refer to as CAMP BILOXI.  WE ARE THE ONLY LCMS CAMP IN MISSISSIPPI.  Camp Biloxi is in need of your help. 
 
Between the 19th of June and the 31st of July 2006 we have hundreds of volunteers coming in to help with disaster relief work (primarily house reconstruction, or construction from the slab up).   
 
We need 10 or more individuals who are skilled in construction / reconstruction of houses who can come down to our camp for all or part of this time (or longer if they would like!!).  Their job would be working with team leaders, organizing jobs, assessing jobs, and supervising the teams as work is underway.   We have three in-house construction managers which are already on site and can provide you assistance in getting started.    
 
Without your assistance, and the ability to supervise the hundreds of volunteers coming in, we will be forced to drastically curtail camp operations of even shut down the camp.  There are literally thousands of families which are relying on us to assist them in getting back into their homes.
 
In addition to construction staff, we also need people to cook, staffing the construction office, perform data entry, and work in the dining tent,
 
I ask your immediate help in getting the word out on this requirement to each of the congregations in your respective districts.     I would also ask for your continued prayer in helping us recover from Hurricane Katrina.    
 
If anyone would like to assist, please have them contact me directly at coylejec@aol.com or call me on my cell phone  228-297-2534.  Alternatively, they may call the following numbers:
 
Jon Biggs  228-297-5670  (Construction)
Bob Baker 228-297-2693  (Construction)
Camp Office  228-594-0008
Explore China with Lutheran Hour Ministries!

The 2007 Luther Tour will journey to China Feb. 9-22, 2007, to see Tiananmen Square, the Great Wall, the ancient cities of Xian and Beijing, and modern locations such as the city of Shanghai and the region of Hong Kong. The group will also visit the headquarters of the China Christian Council, meet with Chinese Church leaders in Shanghai, and tour the Ai-Ji (Love Christ) Printing House supported by Lutheran Hour Ministries, where approximately 30 million copies of books have been printed. They will also celebrate the Chinese New Year on Feb. 18. For more details, including cost information and registration forms, click here.

LLL REGION 13 BIENNIAL CONFERENCE
The Lutheran Laymen's League will be holding its Region 13 Biennial Conference in Portland, OR at Concordia University on August 4, 5 and 6, 2006.

 

It will be be a great opportunity to meet with Concordia and Int'l LLL leaders and to have worship and fellowship together. Arrangements have been made with Concordia University to use their facilities for meals and lodging.

 

Region 13 includes WA, AK, OR, ID, and UT.  Click here for more information:

http://www.nowlcms.org/General_Services/CalendarofEvents.aspx#LLL
CLASSIFIED ADS
Check out the Classified Ads Page at this link:  http://www.nowlcms.org/General_Services/ClassifiedAds.aspx 

New employee positions are available at various places in the Northwest, and items that might help your congregation or items that your congregation might need have been posted on this page. 

NOW TIME FOR PRAYER
We invite you to join all those praying for the Northwest District every Friday at noon. Whatever you are doing, wherever you are, lift up the Northwest District in unity with your brothers and sisters in ministry and mission. Friday weekly prayers are posted at the following link:  http://www.nowlcms.org/ExpandingMinistries/PrayPartResources.aspx


Become a Tracking the Spirit / ABLAZE partner: http://www.nowlcms.org/ExpandingMinistries/PartnerRegistration.aspx 
Partner with us in Prayer: http://www.nowlcms.org/ExpandingMinistries/BecomePP.aspx
Subscribe to District Email Communications at http://www.nowlcms.org/General_Services/Subscribe.aspx 
Prior issues of NEWS NOW can be accessed  at http://www.nowlcms.org/CurrentPublications/NewsNow.aspx
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