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March 3, 2008 Issue
“The Great Salt Gathering”

"Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with each other."  Mark 9:50b   This is the theme for our 2008 Professional Church Worker conference – “The Great Salt Gathering”.  The convention center in Seaside, Oregon is the site so please mark your calendars for November 11-14, 2008.  LCMS President, Rev. Gerald Kieschnick, will be joining us for nearly an entire week.  The week starts with the Pastors beginning November 11-13 (Noon) and overlaps with the Teachers and DCE’s from November 12-14 (Noon).  There will be a joint celebration banquet for all professional church workers’ on Wednesday evening, November 12, 2008, with a dynamic guest speaker.  Thursday morning, November 14, all participants will participate in a worship celebration with LCMS President, Rev. Gerald Kieschnick, as the officiant.   

The Great Salt Gathering will focus on “walking together” as a church body through a number of areas – staff relationships, congregational organization, etc. - and will feature respected speakers and theologians.  We pray that congregations and schools will make it possible for all professional church workers in the Northwest District to attend this gathering in Seaside.

Congregational assessments ($2.75 per communicant member) and registration fees (yet to be determined) will be the major sources of revenue to fund this joint conference.    Assessment invoices will be mailed to all congregations in early April.  We are in the process of signing contracts with a number of hotels in Seaside to secure rooms at comparable rates and in close proximity to the convention center.    Travel related expenses will be reimbursed by the District.  Seaside is about 2 hours from Portland by car.  As you explore your travel options, we ask only that good stewardship is in the forefront of your planning.   
 

District Disaster Response Teams

The Northwest District is in the process of forming Disaster Response Teams in each state – Oregon, Idaho, Alaska and Washington.  Each team is comprised of 4-6 members trained by LCMS World Relief and Human Care in partnership with the District.   These teams will work with the District Disaster Coordinator in cooperation with LCMS World Relief & Human Care and Lutheran Disaster Relief to respond to disasters in that state or region to maximize relief and recovery.    These teams will also train congregations in disaster response and recovery to better enable a timely response with resources in areas of need.

Training will be May 22-23, 2008, in Portland for the various teams in the Northwest District along with teams from CNH, Montana and Rocky Mountain Districts.  Team members are currently being recruited and several individuals have already expressed a desire to serve.  More information will be forthcoming as the teams take shape.     

In addition, Lutheran Disaster Relief has some new ideas on how to help - have you heard of 'Pantry Starters'? This project allows individuals to support those impacted by the December storms in ways other than cleanup or rebuilding. Often items in the 'Pantry Starters' are not available at relief centers or Oregon Food Bank outlets. For more information, go to: Lutheran Disaster Relief Help


The rebuilding and recovery from the storms is going to be a long process. Donations from individuals and churches have made the purchase of a 'Tool Trailer' possible which will assist teams to rebuild disaster impacted communities. Now, the trailer needs tools for the job site. For more information on how you can help, please go to: http://www.nowlcms.org/Resources/DISASTER/Tool-Trailer-Project.pdf
How's your memory?  Can you help?

 

In an effort to maintain accurate records and preserve the history of the Northwest District, we need your help.   If any congregations or their Treasurers, past and present, have access to or have knowledge of property and liability insurance policies during the early 1980's, please contact Martha Conboy at our office.  She can be reached by e-mail at MarthaC@nowlcms.org or phone at (503) 288-8383.
CENTER FOR APPLIED LUTHERAN LEADERSHIP

The Center for Applied Lutheran Leadership is a partnership between the Northwest District of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod and Concordia University Portland.  The purpose of CALL will be to provide programming, leadership, and partnerships to create vibrant, healthy congregations focused on their mission.  We will achieve this result through pursuing and answering the questions, “What does it mean to be Lutheran in the 21st century in the Pacific Northwest?” and ‘How can Lutherans live out our faith relevantly and effectively?”

· April 11: Groundbreaking for the New Library and Learning Center. 
Share a moment in history as Concordia University breaks ground for the new Library and Learning Center on April 11 at 10:00 am. Don’t miss this magical moment in our history. For more information on the new Library, visit www.cu-portland.edu and click on the Campus Expansion home page window.

NORTHWEST DISTRICT ADMINISTRATORS CONFERENCE
This conference for both School Administrators and Early Childhood Directors  is April 1-4, 2008 at the Inn at Otter Crest, Otter Rock, OR.  Registrations are due March 14, 2008.  For more information email Krissa Zander (503-288-8383 ext 121).  More information about this conference is available on the website at: http://www.nowlcms.org/educational_services/conferences.aspx
EARLY CHILDHOOD CONFERENCE CALL SEMINAR

Early Childhood Conference call is Tuesday, March 11, 4-5 PM   Phone #: 1-866-328-2807  Access Code:  29000218
Topic:  “Jesus Time Throughout the Day”, Eunice McCarty, Leader

Eunice is director of family life at Trinity Lutheran Church in Grand Island, Neb. She is also the Early Childhood Consultant for the Nebraska District.
 

DELTO 

While the new Specific Ministry Pastor (SMP) program is being developed, there is still time for men interested in the DELTO program to enroll.  Once the SMP program is formalized, DELTO will no longer be offered.  So, if you are interested in this alternative path to ordination or know of an individual who is, please contact Dr. Douglas Rutt (Concordia Seminary, Ft. Wayne) at douglas.rutt@ctsfw.edu for further information and admissions material.  Please note that it appears that the new SMP Program will be poised to replace DELTO in about a year.  Anyone interested in ordination via the DELTO program should submit their application, letters of reference and other documents no later than June 2008.  Earlier is better!”

 

LEADERSHIP ADVANCEMENT PROCESS  - SUMMER CONFERENCE

July 18-20, 2008, Camp Lutherhaven, Coeur d'Alene Idaho.  Information and registration at www.cu-portland.edu/lap.  Pastor Phil Brandt presents: 

Citizens of the Heavenly Kingdom - Paul's Vision for a Congregation:

We are most familiar with Luther's personal journey through the book of Romans. It would transform him and his theology resulting in the whole movement which bears his name today, our movement, this Church we call home. But Paul wrote to a congregation in Rome, a place where real people struggled to live in genuine community. 

Paul gives his vision for just what this Kingdom of God looks like here where the people of God gather.  Paul will challenge us to look at the basics of what makes our congregation a missional and welcoming sort of place for the people of the first century and the twenty-first century. 

All invited especially men and women lay leaders!  Registration is $150 before May 31, and $175 after.

Contact Lenette at lschuldheisz@cu-portland.edu or 509-485-2211.

WALKING TOGETHER IN PRAYER

Watch your email next week for a special invitation to participate in a District wide year long prayer vigil beginning on Easter Sunday 2008.  The information on What?, Why? and How! will be sent to you in a special email.  We are praying that you will take time to review this opportunity and Walk Together with us in Prayer.  
LOST & FOUND CONCERT 

St. John Lutheran, Vancouver, WA -- Sunday, April 20, 6:30 PM 
Advanced ticket prices are $5 (youth age 7-18), $7 (adults), and maximum cost of $20 per family. Children 6 and under are free. Tickets are $10 each at the door on the night of the concert. Advanced tickets can be purchased by calling St. John Lutheran Church at 360-573-1461.Concert is April 20 at 6:30 PM. More questions? Contact Chris Schwenneker at 360-573-1461. More information about the band can be found at http://www.speedwood.com/. 

DEPRESSION: A PATH TO RECOVERY

Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church, Happy Valley, OR, April 4-5, 2008 Call (503) 788-7000 for more information or check the Calendar of Events for details. Featuring Dr. Donald G. Miles, ED. D. speaker. 

A MASTER’S IN FAMILY LIFE MINISTRY

More and more churches are asking for professionally trained family ministers.  Concordia University, Irvine, is offering, beginning this spring, a Master’s Program in Family Ministry.  Students will be able to complete this specialized Master’s Degree in Family Ministry via online, in-house, and through regional classes.   Most students who enroll will complete their master’s in approximately 3-5 years; although, it is possible to do it within two years.  This is your opportunity to earn an additional degree while working at your regular job, whatever that might be.  The Family Ministry Program has attracted people from all sorts of occupations, including airline pilots, nurses, counselors, DCE’s, pastors, and teachers.  You can begin as early as this spring.  Two in-house classes (a week each) will begin on June 23 and July 7, 2008.  If you are interested, please call one of the co-directors:  Dr. Patricia Hoffman ( 949-854-8002 ext. 1730 or patricia.hoffman@cui.edu) or Pastor Roger Sonnenberg (626 447-7680).

CONCORDIA SEMINARY TO HOST WORKSHOP ON 

LAW ENFORCEMENT CHAPLAINCY

ST. LOUIS— Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, together with Peace Officer Ministries, will host “Christian Law Enforcement Chaplaincy—Theology and Practice,” May 19-23, on the Seminary campus. This workshop will offer unique accredited training for chaplains, peace officers and pastors, focusing on effective Christian ministry to and through law enforcement. 

The workshop will explore issues such as adopting a sound biblical theology; understanding law enforcement as vocation (God’s calling); distinguishing and properly applying Law and Gospel and God’s Two Kingdoms within a law enforcement context; addressing practical, legal, historical, cultural and missiological considerations; employing Christian stress management and officer spiritual survival strategies; and identifying characteristics of a competent Christian chaplain. The main presenters will be Rev. Steve Lee and Mike Dahmer.
Rev. Steve Lee is executive director of Peace Officer Ministries, Inc. (POM), a national Christian non-profit 501c3 law enforcement chaplaincy he founded in 1996. POM produces materials for officers and chaplains, including a special law enforcement edition Bible and a book by Lee titled “Backup on the Beat.” Previously, he served as a California peace officer, a volunteer federal law enforcement chaplain and was part of an FBI chaplaincy advisory working group. He worked in a variety of roles during his law enforcement career, including police officer, sheriff’s deputy and sergeant, and federal special agent. He ministered at incidents such as Columbine, Ground Zero and Hurricane Katrina, receiving commendations from Dr. James Dobson, ATF, NYPD and President George Bush. Additionally, Lee has served as a pastor of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod since 1992. 

He received the A.A. degree in law enforcement from West Valley College; the B.A. degree in psychology from Azusa Pacific University; and the M.Div. degree from Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, Ind. He is International Conference of Police Chaplains Master Chaplain certified, International Critical Incident Stress Foundation certified, and Department of Homeland Security certified.

Mike Dahmer, BSEE, P.E., is a former law enforcement officer and current licensed professional engineer with expertise in national security, counter-terrorism and homeland security. He serves as an instructor in these areas at Idaho State University, Louisiana State University and other institutions. He also serves as president and CEO of Systems Associates, Inc., a general engineering design practice for the private sector, government and other public sectors; Jerome County (ID) Disaster Services Communications Coordinator; and serves on the U.S. Regulatory Fairness Board by presidential appointment.

Concordia Seminary faculty presenters will be Dr. Robert Kolb, mission professor of systematic theology and director of the Institute for Mission Studies, and Dr. Jeffrey Oschwald, associate professor of exegetical theology.

Don Axcell, retired sergeant  of London Metropolitan Police (Scotland Yard) and executive director of Christian Police Association in the United Kingdom; William G. Jones, assistant chief of Perryville Police Department, Perryille, Mo.; and Rev. Glenn F. Merritt, director of disaster response at LCMS World Relief and Human Care, St. Louis, Mo., will also present..

The cost to attend “Law Enforcement Chaplaincy—Theology and Practice” is $295 and includes four breakfasts, five lunches and two dinners. Housing is not included. A total of 2.7 CEUs are available for full participation.

For more information, contact the Office of Continuing Education and Parish Services at (314) 505-7486, ce@csl.edu; or visit the Seminary’s Web site at www.csl.edu.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

The Northwest District has added some exciting new items to the Calendar of Events at this link:

http://www.nowlcms.org/General_Services/CalendarofEvents.aspx
There are also some new postings on the Classified Ads Page at: 

http://www.nowlcms.org/general_services/ClassifiedAds.aspx


Partner with us in Prayer: http://www.nowlcms.org/Prayer/BecomePP.aspx
Subscribe to District Email Communications at http://www.nowlcms.org/General_Services/Subscribe.aspx 
Prior issues of NEWS NOW can be accessed  at http://www.nowlcms.org/CurrentPublications/NewsNow.aspx


 You may have your name removed from this email list by hitting reply and putting UNSUBSCRIBE in the subject line.  The Northwest District provides this information as a resource and does not necessarily endorse sites which we provide links to.  

This electronic mail transmission contains confidential and/or privileged information intended only for the person(s) named. Any use, distribution, copying or disclosure by another person is strictly prohibited
