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February 1, 2008 Issue
DISTRICT OFFICE REPAIRS

Due to office repairs there will be limited staff available on Tuesday, February 5.  If you are unable to reach your intended party – please try again later or check back on Wednesday, February 6.  Every effort will be made to meet your needs.
District Disaster Response

Recently a conference was held in St. Louis regarding training of Disaster Response Teams.  The December storms in the Pacific Northwest and the fires in Southern California highlight the need to be prepared!  Due to the geographic structure of the Northwest District, we have determined that it would be prudent to have a Disaster Response Team in place in each state – Oregon, Idaho, Alaska and Washington.  Each team is comprised of 4-6 members trained by LCMS World Relief and Human Care in partnership with the District.   These teams will work with the District in cooperation with LCMS World Relief & Human Care to respond to disasters in that state or region to maximize relief and recovery.  

More information on this concept will be forthcoming in the near future as team members are recruited.  Training will be in May.

Lutheran Disaster Relief

A recent update on WA/OR Disaster is posted at Disaster Response Information - OR And WA
Have you heard of “Pantry Starters”?  This project allows individuals to support those impacted by the December storms in ways other than cleanup or rebuilding.  Often items in the “Pantry Starters” are not available at relief centers or Oregon Food Bank outlets.  For more information, click on the link: http://www.nowlcms.org/Resources/DISASTER/Pantry-Starters-Promotion.pdf 
The rebuilding and recovery from the storms is going to be a long process.  Donations from individuals and churches have made the purchase of a “Tool Trailer” possible which will assist teams to rebuild disaster impacted communities.  Now, the trailer needs tools for the job site.  For more information on how you can help, please click on the link:

http://www.nowlcms.org/Resources/DISASTER/Tool-Trailer-Project.pdf
The OR VOAD is working to setup a website where items can be “virtually warehoused”.   This will allow the organizers to match specific donations given online at the website with specific needs of disaster victims…watch for more information when the website is available… 

THE GREAT SALT GATHERING
The Great Salt Gathering – the name chosen for the District’s upcoming Professional Church Workers conference being held later this year in Seaside, Oregon.  This is the sequential conference for professional church workers.  The dates for the gathering are November 11-14, 2008

         Pastors:  November 11-13, 2008

         Teachers, DCE’s:  November 13-14, 2008

More information will be forthcoming in the next few months so please mark your calendars.
LEADERSHIP ADVANCEMENT PROCESS

For years LAP has been preparing the priesthood for Word and Service and Word and Sacrament ministry around the NOW District. Today, more than 50 Licensed Deacons are serving congregations in a variety of ministry capacities.  And in recent years well over 200 hundred have taken LAP courses that have equipped them to be in ministry within their congregations, out in their communities and as they live lives of influence and witness.  While LAP will continue to equip men and women for ministry, it has begun to develop a variety of additional resources.  For 2008, the following resources will be made available to circuits, congregations and leaders.

· The Entrepreneurial Congregation (workshop) - Schedule NOW!
· Developing an effective leadership team (workshop) - Schedule NOW!
· Personal Witness (course) – available March 08
· Practicing our Faith (course) - available March 08

· Identifying and Pursuing Ethnic Ministries (workshop) – available March 08
· ‘Enfranchising’ our Youth (workshop) available June 08

· Harnessing the Wisdom (workshop) available Sept 08

New for Professional Church Workers:

· The Pastor/Elder Dynamic (workshop) – Available for scheduling March 08
· Mobilizing the Gifted (workshop) – Available for scheduling March 08

· The Blessing of Disagreement (workshop) – Available for scheduling now

· Pursuing Purpose (workshop) – Available for scheduling now

· Personal Finances (course) – Available March 08

For more detailed information about course/workshop/seminar and to schedule an event, contact Steve Henderson at 503-288-8383 or e-mail at mailto:steveh@nowlcms.org.  The LAP website in the NOW District web page is currently under construction to include these new course offerings.  Check in periodically as the site is completed.

WALKING TOGETHER IN PRAYER 2008

The Northwest District will be walking together in prayer with a yearlong prayer vigil beginning Holy Week 2008 and ending on Easter 2009.  It is our hope and prayer that every congregation in the district will participate by committing to a prayer vigil within the congregation. 

One congregation in the district has already committed to prayer for: March 16-23 (ends Easter morn 7am), August 21-24 (ends 7 am), and October 12-20 (also ends at 7 am)


Coming soon will be an interactive web calendar where congregations can commit to dates, a blog for sharing reflections and encouragements from participation in the prayer vigil, and resources for starting a prayer vigil in your congregation and/or home.  For more information you may contact your Circuit Counselor, or you may email SusanO@nowlcms.org .  

You may also become a prayer partner by signing up – the link is at the bottom of this email. 
FAITH AFLAME 360 DEGREES

All 12 Bible Study Resources for the Faith Aflame 360 Degrees have been posted on the NOW District website’s FAITH AFLAME 360 RESOURCES page.  Check out the entire page!  Call Nikki Goettle or Steve Henderson at 503-288-8383 or e-mail nikkig@nowlcms.org or steveh@nowlcms.org for further assistance.

HEART AND SOUL – CALLED TO LEADERSHIP:

An innovative new three-day conference designed to equip women for Christian Leadership. It will be held at Concordia Portland, June 27-29, 2008 and will feature motivational speakers including Dr. Marva Dawn, Dr Mary Hilgendorf, and Mrs. Judy Schumacher, educational break-out sessions, worship and quiet times to meditate on God's word. Please visit www.called2lead.org for more information or to register.  A document with details, a flier and a bulletin insert for this event are available on the Northwest District Calendar of Events at this link: http://www.nowlcms.org/General_Services/CalendarofEvents.aspx
Look for the June 27-29, 2008 date. 

CONCORDIA UNIVERSITY 2008 LUX CHRISTI RECIPIENTS

The College of Education at Concordia University in Portland, Oregon, has selected the 2008 recipients of the Lux Christi Award for excellence in Lutheran Education. From the list of outstanding nominations for this award, the committee is pleased to announce the recipients for 2008:

Ross Besel, Teacher, Grace Lutheran School, Pocatello ID 

and

Jeff Kranich, DCE, Hope Lutheran Church, Seattle, WA

The College of Education wishes to congratulate our recipients. We believe Ross and Jeff exemplify the qualities for which this award was established. It is apparent, as well, that we are blessed with many teachers and DCEs worthy of recognition. We encourage churches, staffs, and individuals to continue to nominate our Commissioned Ministers for this annual award.

The Lux Christi Award celebration will take place on Sunday, March 9, 2008, at St. Michaels Lutheran Church, across the street from Concordia University. A banquet for the recipients, University faculty, and Professional Church Work students will begin at 5:00pm, followed by a worship service at 7:00pm. The University’s Christi Crux Vocal Ensemble will participate, and our guest speaker will be the Rev. Victor Belton. Pastor Belton is a nationally known speaker, member of Synod’s Board of Directors, and the Board of Director’s representative to the Board of Higher Education.

Congregations throughout the Northwest District are invited and encouraged to attend the worship service on Sunday, March 9th, beginning at 7pm at St. Michaels.

For those who receive this honor and those who are honored to have been nominated, know that those around you have seen your light shine and have seen your work bringing honor to the God that we serve. Well done, good and faithful servants!!!
THE PARISH PAPER – NOW AVAILABLE FOR USE BY CONGREGATIONS

The January and February 2008 Parish Paper issues are now available for your use on the Northwest District website at this link: http://www.nowlcms.org/whats_new_article.aspx?WID=252&DID=2  

The District subscription to The Parish Paper gives us copyright permission to share with clergy, staff, lay leadership, and members—for local use—in any or all of the following ways: E-mail, U.S. Mail, enclosing or reprinting in your newsletter, distribution at your meetings or training events, and posting on your Website.

If you mail photocopies with your newsletter or other mailings—using your U.S. Post Office Nonprofit Mailing Permit—most local Post Offices require that every item carry your organization’s name and address. Above The Parish Paper masthead, type your congregation’s name, address, and “Photocopied by Permission.”

WORSHIP IN SONG

Is your Pastor going out of town?  Is a Worship team/organist on vacation?  Simply seeking a fresh view of ancient ritual?  Worship in Song is a live Sunday worship service creatively using songs old and new in the tradition of Martin Luther’s Folk Mass. 

Liturgy is guided and music accompanied by Dr. Linda Borecki, Leadership Advancement Process (LAP) instructor and church musician, with readings from Scripture and the works of Martin Luther.  Your congregation becomes the choir and your pastor or a lay reader Herr Pastor Luther.

Reflections from recent Worship in Song worshipers:  “uplifting and refreshing,” “a new idea,” “touched me deeply and was so rich,” “a blessing.”

For more information on hosting Dr. Borecki in your congregation: http://www.nowlcms.org/ExpandingMinistries/LAP/LAPResources.aspx or email lborecki@msn.com     

LIVING LITURGY EVENT
Congregations are invited to attend a Worship event October 16-18, 2008 at St. Luke Lutheran Church, Spokane, WA. For more information on this event to to this link:  http://www.stluke-lutheranchurch.org/sllc/PDF/Living%20Liturgy.pdf 

RETREAT FOR SINGLE CLERGY

	
	

	
	

	


Dates:  Sept 2-7, 2008.  Six day, five night retreat for single clergy.  Thrivent Financial for Lutherans is providing $500 per registrant to help cover the costs for this retreat.  Location: St. Benedict’s Monastery Retreat House, Snowmass, CO.  For more information on this retreat and online registration go to this link:  https://www.sporg.com/pom/registration?cmd=event_info&event_id=96924 
FRIENDSHIP OF JESUS AND MUSLIMS CONFERENCE
Dates:  April 3-6, 2008 in Detroit, MI at the Crowne Plaza Hotel.  This conference is open to all LCMS members, and co-sponsored by LCMS World Mission and POBLO (People of the Book Lutheran Outreach) a Dearborn Heights, Michigan-based mission society that reaches out to Muslims in the United States and South Asia.   Online information/registration is available at this link: http://www.lcms.org/pages/internal.asp?NavID=12708 

LCEF – TEACHING CHILDREN

Are you looking for a way to teach your children about money and good stewardship? Do you need simple suggestions or fun ways to teach them? LCEF can help! 

Go to the following link to access the latest LCEF Northwest District News – It’s all about the K.I.D.S.!

http://www.nowlcms.org/Resources/LCEF/LCEF-News-Feb08.pdf 

LCEF THANKS YOU
We thank the many serious Christian stewards who have made investments in Lutheran Church Extension Fund. The fund enables congregations and schools to build or expand facilities for Christian ministry. 
Until February 29, 2008, investors who wish to roll over existing accounts or those wanting to open new 18-month term notes (minimum $500) can receive  5.000% APR (5.095% APY). Applications can be found at www.lcef.org or call Susan Olson at the Northwest District Office (1-888-693-5267) or speak to a LCEF Customer Service Representative at 1-800-843-5233.

