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MINISTRY TO MILITARY PERSONNEL, FAMILIES AND CONGREGATIONS  
 

The Task Force on Ministry to Military Personnel, Families and Congregations has added a new resource for congregational use:  a short devotional service that could be used and adapted to welcome home returning service members.  This order of service is available in Word or .pdf format at http://www.nowlcms.org/Presidents_Office/Military-Cong-Res.aspx.  We hope you will take the time to recognize your military when they return from service to our country.  Other Military reunion resources and chaplains to contact in need can be found at: http://www.nowlcms.org/Presidents_Office/Military.aspx
 

CHURCH MANAGMENT SOFTWARE RESOURCES AND MEDIA TOOLS!
Are you looking for Church Management Software.  Several congregations in the Northwest District have shared their experience with looking for good packages.  This information is available along with contacts for these churches at http://www.nowlcms.org/general_services/ChurchSoftwareResources.aspx.  If you have information that you would like to share, please feel free to reply to this email with that information.

FREE OFFICE TOOLS FOR SCHOOLS: Learning Essentials is a desktop application that runs on top of Microsoft Office to give students and teachers a custom Office environment. It includes curriculum-based templates for Word, a graphics program for PowerPoint, and spreadsheet software for Excel. More information is available at this link:  http://www.microsoft.com/learningessentials/default.mspx
EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATORS - CONFERENCE CALL LEADERSHIP SEMINAR
Wednesday, February 15, 2006 from 4:00 pm to 5:00 pm - Funding Opportunities for our Lutheran Early Childhood Centers, by Dick Weniger, Director of Education Services, Northwest District LCMS.   Phone in to this number:  1-800-371-8200, the access code is 11651#

NATIONAL LUTHERAN SCHOOLS WEEK
March 5-11, 2006 - National Lutheran Schools week is a time set apart during the school year to celebrate Lutheran schools.  Lutheran schools all over the nation celebrate during this time with special chapel services and school wide activities.  The theme is based on two Scripture references: 1 Corinthians 3:16 "Don't you know that you yourselves are God's temple and that God's Spirit lives in you?" and Ephesians 4:15-16 - "Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow up in him who is the Head, that is, Christ. From Him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love as each part does its work."

If you would like the logo and more information on National Lutheran Schools Week go to http://www.lcms.org  Under "School Ministry" you will see the subtopic - National Lutheran Schools Week.

CONCORDIA UNIVERSITY, PORTLAND, OR 43rd ANNUAL LEST
Each year since 1962 Concordia welcomes students from throughout the Western United States for three days of fun, fair play and fellowship. This year CU expects over 1,000 school children from 21 Lutheran elementary schools traveling from as far as Nevada. Stop by campus February 16-18 and catch one of the many events; the youthful spirit that energizes the Concordia campus is a delight to experience. 
PARISH NURSE INFORMATION                  

Mrs. Cynthia Turnley-Rutan, Peace, Bremerton, WA, is our official District Representative in Parish Nursing.  Besides the usual representation at conferences Mrs. Turnley-Rutan will be able to interact on a one on one basis to help those congregations looking for a Parish Nurse and those women who want to share their gift of nursing through the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod.

For more information on Parish Nurse Ministry or to contact a Parish Nurse in your area, go to this link:  http://www.nowlcms.org/congregational_services/ParishNurse.aspx  http://www.parishnurseministry.org/page.asp
The Lord has blessed this district with women who give their time and talents for the health of the church congregation.  We pray more women in nursing learn about the value of becoming a Parish Nurse.

 

ASSOCIATION OF LUTHERAN CHURCH MUSICIANS CONFERENCE
 

The 2006 Region IV Conference, An Epiphany in the Emerald City, will be in Seattle, WA July 7-10, 2006.  This conference is designed for pastors and musicians.  There will be workshops designed for pastors, composers, organists, pianists, instrumentalists, singers, worship planners.  For more information on this conference go to this link:  http://www.nowlcms.org/Resources/GeneralServices/ALCM-Conference.doc  Watch for registration materials online at the ALCM site, Region IV link:  http://www.alcm.org/
 

MISSION OPPORTUNITY IN MONTERREY, MEXICO
 

Rev. Gary Voss, Director of Joni and Friends - "Wheels for the World",  currently has a "mission opportunity" in Monterrey, Mexico on May 20-26, 2006.  This program assists various medical missions in their outreach by providing refurbished wheelchairs. For more information on this opportunity go to this link: http://www.nowlcms.org/Resources/ExpMin/Wheelchair-Seating.doc
LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF - UPDATE ON KATRINA/RITA QUILT- KIT RESPONSE
 

The Northwest District Lutheran World Relief Ingathering responses for 2005 are updated at this link: http://www.nowlcms.org/whats_new_article.aspx?WID=147&DID=1 You may want to share this great information with your congregation and quilters!

 

FAN INTO FLAME THE GIFT OF GOD - NORTHWEST DISTRICT CONVENTION DEADLINES
 

If you received a letter from the District Office requesting a Report from your organization or Task Force for the District Convention - it is due February 3, 2006!

 

Overtures for the District Convention must be submitted to the District Office by February 15, 2006.  Please submit both electronic and hard copy.  The hard copy must be signed by an officer of the organization submitting the overture.  See the District Guidelines for Overtures at:  http://www.nowlcms.org/General_Services/Conv06Resources.aspx#overtures
 

FOUR DISTRICTS THEOLOGICAL CONVOCATION - YOU MAY STILL REGISTER
 

A Dialogical Conference for Pastors, Church Workers and Laity, February 7-9, 2006.  You are invited by four western Districts of the LCMS to participate in this conference at the Hilton Hotel in Reno, Nevada.  The conference will begin at noon on Tuesday and conclude at noon on Thursday.  Conference Registration Fee: $75; Reno Hilton Room Rate: $79.  No meals will be served as part of the conference.  Highlights:  Worship, Three Presenters and Topics, Round-Table Discussions, Interactive Bible Study at Tables, Smoke Free Meeting Facilities.

 

Presentations by:  Dr. Larry Rast - Associate Professor of Historical Theology, Concordia Theological Seminary in Fort Wayne, IN; Dr. Leonard Sweet - Currently the E. Stanley Jones Professor of Evangelism at Drew University, Madison, New Jersey; and Dr. Dale Meyer - Former Lutheran Hour Speaker, President of Concordia Seminary in St. Louis, MO.  Conference Facilitator is Rev. Bruce Zagel - Director of Restoration Ministries for Ambassadors of Reconciliation.  You can still register and pay online at www.psd-lcms.org (click on Events and Highlights, then 2006 Four Districts Theological Convocation).

BEHAVIOR RESEARCH CENTER - A POSSIBLE RESOURCE
 

Behavior Research Center is pleased to have completed more than 130 surveys for Lutheran churches across America in the past few years and in doing so, aided the Lutheran community in addressing challenging issues that require solutions and resolution.  Their assistance has been primarily directed toward feasibility studies including child development centers, elementary schools, mid-schools and high schools.  In the past 10 years they have added to their research tools, expertise in studying the emerging Latino population.  If your congregation has considered conducting a study to determine the needs and desires of your Latino neighbors, you may want to check out this resource at http://www.brc-research.com
 



Become a Tracking the Spirit / ABLAZE partner: http://www.nowlcms.org/ExpandingMinistries/PartnerRegistration.aspx 
Partner with us in Prayer: http://www.nowlcms.org/ExpandingMinistries/BecomePP.aspx
Subscribe to District Email Communications at http://www.nowlcms.org/General_Services/Subscribe.aspx 
Prior issues of NEWS NOW can be accessed  at http://www.nowlcms.org/CurrentPublications/NewsNow.aspx
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