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PACIFIC SOUTHWEST FIRE RESPONSE UPDATE – from PSW District
Most recent updates indicate that at least 20-25 families have been completely wiped out. . . The PSW District is still trying to gather information on the exact number of families in need of help. All funds received will be used to help families directly. You may send contributions to:

Fire Fund

Pacific Southwest District Office

1540 Concordia Drive East
Irvine, CA 92612-3203
If you would like more information about how you can help – contact Barbara Farley Barbara.Farley@psd-lcms.org at the Pacific Southwest District Office. 

In the midst of the devastation of the fires these past days, God has been at work in some wonderful ways. Our congregations in Fallbrook and Valley Center became home to over 100 fire fighters and National Guard personnel with a wonderful opportunity to serve those who serve us. While no congregations suffered damage, many members and friends lost their homes and congregations are reaching out with assistance and care. Our thanks goes out to all who have responded with prayers and financial support. The fire fund established at the district office is receiving checks every day and all funds earmarked for the fire will be distributed  through the congregations affected. We are also grateful to President Gerald Kieschnick, LCMS World Relief and Human Care and our brothers and sisters throughout the LCMS for their prayers and support.   For more information on how you can help go to this link: http://www.nowlcms.org/whats_new_article.aspx?WID=243&DID=2 
CHURCH ISN’T WHAT I’M LOOKING FOR…OR IS IT?
A workshop for lay leaders and pastors interested in doing ministry with people in their 20’s or 30’s with speaker Kristen Glass will be held at Augustana Lutheran Church, 2710 NE 14th Avenue (near Lloyd Center), Portland, OR, 97212 on November 16-17.  
A major concern of congregational leaders is how to engage young adults (people in their 20's and 30's) in vibrant and effective ministry.  This workshop will introduce pastors and lay leaders to the current generation of young adults, and to the very distinctive ways in which they approach the world and their spiritual lives. We will engage in conversation together about how the unique gifts and longings of this generation can shape our ministry with them.  Have you heard about the Quarter-Life Crisis?  The term Post-modernity?  The book, Millennials Rising? The movement called the Emerging Church? Facebook and MySpace and text messaging?  You will leave this workshop not only knowing more about all these topics but with a heightened awareness and interest in a promising new generation of young people in our midst.  We will explore how to tap into congregational strengths that can be a natural connecting point for young adults.  We will also learn how the congregation can be a place of energizing, effective and engaging ministry with young adults and a catalyst for intergenerational partnership centered around " what really matters" in the world. 

“AT EASE” – RESOURCES FROM THE NWD TASK FORCE ON MINISTRY TO MILITARY PERSONNEL, FAMILIES AND CONGREGATIONS

The Task Force for Ministry to Military Personnel, Families and Congregations has recently compiled many of the resources we offer onto a CD titled “AT EASE” which is free to you for the asking. . . if you have need for these resources in this format – please send an email to Vickik@nowlcms.org and we will send you the CD.   Many of these resources are also posted on the Northwest District website at: http://www.nowlcms.org/presidents_office/Military.aspx
Student Campus Ministry – University of Washington, Seattle

The Northwest District has maintained a student campus ministry at the University of Washington since 1961.  The student ministry is now called “The Chapel on the Ave”.  College years can be a time when young people move away from an active walk with God and this ministry provides opportunities for young people to maintain their walk of faith by joining other fellow believers at the Lutheran Center.  

On November 18, 2007, the Lutheran Center will host an Open House from 2:00 PM – 5:00 PM.  If you are in the area, you are encouraged to drop by and visit the familiar worship space and remodeled student study area.  Evening worship begins at 5:30 PM and you are cordially invited to stay and join in if you wish.  The Lutheran Center is located at:  4130 University Way NE, Seattle, WA  98105.  If you have any questions or would like to arrange a visit, please call Dick Lootens at (206) 550-8927 or e-mail at rlootens@verizon.net.

LCEF – LAST OPPORTUNITY – ACT NOW – INVEST IN MINISTRY

This is your LAST Opportunity - ACT NOW! The Lutheran Church Extension Fund 2-year 6% interest note will not be available after November 30, 2007. This special offering requires a minimum deposit of only $500. This stewardship practice pays you TWICE! Excellent return on your investment AND ministry dividends - helping LCMS churches, schools and more. Read a wonderful story about how your LCEF investments helped to make ministry happen in Osburn, Idaho at this link: http://www.nowlcms.org/whats_new_article.aspx?WID=242&DID=9 .  

Applications are on-line at https://www.lcef.org/literature_rack/default.cfm?sSearchText=S00272  Click the download link – complete the form on your computer – print it and send it with your check to open your 2-year account. For questions call 1-800-843-5233 to speak with an information specialist. We thank you in advance for your partnership.
COMMUNICATE WITH THE NW DISTRICT BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Would you like to ask a question or communicate with the Northwest District Board of Directors? Check out the Northwest District Board of Directors page at: http://www.nowlcms.org/presidents_office/BOD.aspx
Send an email to the General Board of Directors email box at:  MailforBOD@nowlcms.org  
CANDIDATES AND VICARS AVAILABLE 2008

The seminaries recently released their estimates regarding the number of candidates and vicars available for placement next spring. They are as follows: 

Candidates----St. Louis: 161,  Ft. Wayne: 82
Vicars----St. Louis: 138,  Ft. Wayne: 94 
The Lord has blessed our Synod with another large class of men who are eager to serve our Lord and His church. This is a good time to be thinking about whether calling a candidate or requesting a vicar will be part of your congregation’s ministry plans for 2008.

Vicarage Applications are available on line at http://mns.lcms.org/cop.html.  The costs for a Vicar include:  Minimum Salary per month $1,400; Health insurance $6,000 per year; and the vicarage fee to the seminary is $579.  Travel is additional.

If you have questions about applying either for a candidate or a vicar please contact Sigrid Clark at the district office. mailto:SigridC@nowlcms.org
Please note: If a congregation is calling a candidate as a second staff person they are able to interview potential candidates. To do this the seminary requires the district president’s approval so be sure to let Sigrid know if you want to do any interviews.

Applications are due to Synod by March 15, 2008.  If your congregation is considering a Vicar or a Candidate, please contact the District Office.  The deadline for getting the applications to the district office will be March 1, 2008. Please watch the NEWS NOW for any additional information we receive about candidates or vicars. As we get more information about this we will keep you informed. 
Information for Candidates coming out soon!

CONCORDIA UNIVERSITY CHRISTMAS CHORALE — A Service of Lesson and Carols
The Concordia University Chorale and Handbell Ensembles will present the annual service of lessons and carols on Friday and Saturday evenings, December 7 and 8 at 7:00 pm and Sunday, December 9 at 3 pm in the sanctuary of St. Michael’s Lutheran Church, NE Dekum and NE 29th Street next to the Concordia University campus. Admission is free. An offering will be received.

CONCORDIA BASKETBALL JUMPS TO THE NEXT LEVEL

Eight basketball teams from Lutheran colleges are coming to Portland, home of the Concordia University Cavaliers, on November 16-17, 2007. Thrivent Financial for Lutherans is sponsoring an eight-team event that features: Augsburg College Men's, Concordia Nebraska Men's and Women's Teams; Pacific Lutheran Men's and Women's Teams; Texas Lutheran Women's Team; and the host Concordia Portland Men’s and Women’s Teams. Local Lutheran elementary schools, secondary schools, youth groups, congregations and Thrivent Chapters will also be involved, making this truly an exciting event for the whole community! Be sure to join us Friday, November 16 at 5:00 pm for a joint reception with alumni and friends of CU-Portland and CU-Nebraska in the West Dining Hall, Hagen Campus Center. For more information, visit www.gocugo.com or email us at alumni@cu-portland.edu.
LUTHERAN MEDIA NORTHWEST DISBANDS
After many years of fruitful use and service, the Lutheran Media Northwest (LMNW) library is disbanding. New items have not been added to the library for quite some time, and a majority of the library materials are outdated VHS tapes. However, LMNW still encompasses important and helpful ministry resources that we would love to share with our District schools, congregations, and ministry organizations. Therefore, we are providing Northwest District organizations the opportunity to receive disbanded LMNW resources for free. Requests will be accepted until January 4, 2008. 
Please visit the Educational Services – Lutheran Media NW tab of the District website: http://www.nowlcms.org/educational_services/LMNW.aspx for request procedures and for the catalog of videos available. Questions can be directed to Krissa Zander at 888-693-5267 or krissaz@nowlcms.org.
FREE PUBLIC SAFETY TRAINING FOR PORTLAND’S FAITH COMMUNITY ADMINISTRATORS AND LEADERS

The Office of Neighborhood Involvement's Crime Prevention Program in partnership with the Portland Police Bureau, the Portland Office of Emergency Management, and Portland Fire and Rescue present a free training on public safety topics especially designed for administrators and leaders of Portland's Faith Communities. 

The free training occurs on Thursday, November 15, 2007, from 8:30am to 3:30pm and is limited to 200 pre-registrants.  Register on-line at http://www.portlandonline.com/oni/  

Registration closes November 8th.

November's training is developed to address situations occurring within faith community buildings (houses of worship, schools, etc.) during hours of operation.   The training will better acquaint faith administrator and leaders with crime prevention, emergency management, police response, fire and rescue response, and disaster preparedness. 

On-line registration questions may be directed to Theresa Marchetti at 503-823-4064 or Theresa.Marchetti@ci.portland.or.us. 

Open Enrollment – Concordia Health Plans

If you or your dependents have previously declined coverage in the Concordia Health Plan (CHP) and you are an active, full-time worker employed by a CHP-participating employer, you have an opportunity to enroll during the Annual Open Enrollment period – October 15 through November 16, 2007.  Your enrollment would be effective January 1, 2008.

You can print the necessary forms or get more information from Concordia Plan’s website at www.ConcordiaPlans.org or call (888) 927-7526.

NORTHWEST DISTRICT CALENDAR OF EVENTS

The Northwest District Calendar of Events has many new events – please check it out at this link:  http://www.nowlcms.org/General_Services/CalendarofEvents.aspx
NOW TIME FOR PRAYER

We invite you to join all those praying for the Northwest District every Friday at noon. Whatever you are doing, wherever you are, lift up the Northwest District in unity with your brothers and sisters in ministry and mission. Resources are posted at the following link:  http://www.nowlcms.org/ExpandingMinistries/PrayPartResources.aspx 

Please email SusanO@nowlcms.org if you would like to receive the weekly prayer update and Friday prayer for our District prepared by Rev. Richard Peterson at the Center for Prayer Renewal
Become a Tracking the Spirit / ABLAZE partner: http://www.nowlcms.org/ExpandingMinistries/PartnerRegistration.aspx 
Partner with us in Prayer: http://www.nowlcms.org/ExpandingMinistries/BecomePP.aspx
Subscribe to District Email Communications at http://www.nowlcms.org/General_Services/Subscribe.aspx 
Prior issues of NEWS NOW can be accessed  at http://www.nowlcms.org/CurrentPublications/NewsNow.aspx
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