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FAN INTO FLAME THE GIFT OF GOD - CONVENTION 2006 UPDATE
 

Be aware of two Convention deadlines that are approaching:  

 

REPORTS of District Boards and Committees are due February 3, 2006 - this deadline is only for boards, committees or organizations which received a letter from the District indicating a request for a report in November of 2005.  

 

OVERTURES are due February 15, 2006.  PLEASE refer to the Guidelines for Overtures and Sample Overture which were mailed to you.  These guidelines and the sample can also be downloaded at http://www.nowlcms.org/General_Services/Conv06Resources.aspx#overtures  Please submit both electronic and hard copy.  The hard copy must be signed by an officer of the organization submitting the overture.  

 

The deadline for Nominations for offices has passed but you can still submit the form for your elected Delegate to Jenny McIvor at the District Office (JennyM@nowlcms.org) 

 LWML KATRINA RELIEF KITS - AN INSPIRING FOLLOWUP
 What a joy to receive the note copied below! Now we know specifically where one of the hundreds of boxes of kits sent from the NOW District for Katrina Relief is helping those still in great need. 

This note was sent by a volunteer from Michigan working at the Lutheran Disaster Response's distribution center in Biloxi, Mississippi. He included a photo showing the Lutheran Disaster Response tent set up in a Lutheran church parking lot from which the kits are handed out. This team slept and prepared their meals in the church which had also been damaged. The devastation is huge and the needs still abound. Thank you again for helping our brothers and sisters in need. May we each continue to help and keep the hurricane victims in our prayers.

"Greetings:

Please know that as of Dec. 9, 2005, a box of kits from Oregon District LWML was next in line to be distributed to the needy in and around Biloxi, Mississippi.

So on behalf of the people of Biloxi thank you, happy holidays and may God bless you. Ron Ziehmer" 

 

HURRICANE KATRINA RELIEF DISTRICT UPDATE
 

The Northwest District submitted a grant request for matching funds to LCMS World Relief and Human Care to be utilized for Hurricane Katrina relief efforts.  When received, these funds would be used for repairs and tuition assistance at Concordia Lutheran School, Marrero, LA, financial assistance to nine students from Louisiana attending Concordia University, Portland, and transportation costs for the Cross Country Mission Society truck in delivering LWML health kits.  

The Northwest District is pleased to report that matching funds were received and have been forwarded on to the appropriate organizations.  Due to the generous contributions and support of several of our congregations along with the matching funds, the Northwest District was able to send $1,000 to LWML, $7,470 to Concordia University, Portland, and $52,524.70 to Concordia Lutheran School, Marrero, LA.    The District will continue to forward any and all Katrina contributions on to Concordia Lutheran School, Marrero that are received in our office.
 

FOUR DISTRICTS THEOLOGICAL CONVOCATION
 

A Dialogical Conference for Pastors, Church Workers and Laity, February 7-9, 2006.  You are invited by four western Districts of the LCMS to participate in this conference at the Hilton Hotel in Reno, Nevada.  The conference will begin at noon on Tuesday and conclude at noon on Thursday.  Conference Registration Fee: $75; Reno Hilton Room Rate: $79.  No meals will be served as part of the conference.  Highlights:  Worship, Three Presenters and Topics, Round-Table Discussions, Interactive Bible Study at Tables, Smoke Free Meeting Facilities.

 

Presentations by:  Dr. Larry Rast - Associate Professor of Historical Theology, Concordia Theological Seminary in Fort Wayne, IN; Dr. Leonard Sweet - Currently the E. Stanley Jones Professor of Evangelism at Drew University, Madison, New Jersey; and Dr. Dale Meyer - Former Lutheran Hour Speaker, President of Concordia Seminary in St. Louis, MO.  Conference Facilitator is Rev. Bruce Zagel - Director of Restoration Ministries for Ambassadors of Reconciliation.  You  can register and pay online at www.psd-lcms.org (click on Events and Highlights, then 2006 Four Districts Theological Convocation).

 

NORTHWEST DISTRICT LCEF VICE PRESIDENT SELECTED
 

We would like to announce that the Northwest District position of Vice President – LCEF has been filled.  Mr. Ryan McIvor, who has been serving as Interim Vice President, has been selected to fill the position on a permanent basis.  Ryan has served the District in other capacities and has a good working knowledge of the position which will facilitate a smooth and stable transition.

There were several excellent applicants and the decision was a difficult one.  The selection and interview process was a joint effort between Rev. Warren Schumacher, Northwest District President, Rev. Jeff Miller, LCEF Senior Vice President of District & Ministry Resources, Chuck Hewitson, Northwest District Board of Directors, and Martha Conboy, Northwest District Business Manager.  The selection was contingent on the final approval of LCEF which we have just received.

We ask you to join us in welcoming Ryan to the Northwest District ministry team in his new role as the LCEF Vice President.  God bless each of you in your ministry and as always, we ask for your continued prayers as we walk together in Christ.
 
GRANTS AVAILABLE TO LUTHERAN CONGREGATIONS FOR SERVICES TO IMMIGRANTS AND REFUGEES 

Wheat Ridge Ministries, in partnership with Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service (LIRS), is offering financial assistance to Lutheran congregations to encourage the development of new services for and with immigrants and refugees.  For the eighth year, competitive grants are available through the Good Samaritan Fund.  Seed grants up to $5,000 are available to enable congregations to develop vital support services needed beyond the initial stages of resettlement.  Learn More 
POSTAGE INCREASE IN JANUARY
 

Postage goes up the 8th of January to 39 cents an ounce for first class, 24 cents for each additional ounce and postcards will be 24 cents each.

 

MINIMUM WAGE CHANGES
 

Effective January 1, 2006, Oregon's minimum wage increases to $7.50 per hour and Washington's minimum wage increases to $7.63 per hour.  Federal and state laws require most employers to conspicuously post notices about minimum wages, family leave laws, job safety rules and other employment regulations.  There is no need to buy these posters as they are readily available at no charge:

 

Oregon employers can download required workplace posters.  Click here for that download.

 

Washington employers can download required workplace posters.  Click here for that download.

 

CONCORDIA UNIVERSITY UPDATE
CHEER ON CONCORDIA BASKETBALL! Join the Men and Women Cavaliers Saturday, January 21 at Concordia University's annual LUTHERAN NIGHT! Games start at 5:30, with both teams playing Albertson College of Idaho. Bring your church bulletin and get in for free. Festivities will include entertainment, give-aways, and Concordia basketball fun for the entire family! Visit www.gocugo.com for more information.

COMMUNICATIONS MANAGER POSITION:  Concordia University is seeking a person to fill a Full time position to help promote Concordia University to various audiences, with a dual emphasis on media relations and desktop publishing.  For more information - click here.  APPLICATION: Send letter of application and resume to the Human Resource Department, Concordia University, 2811 NE Holman, Portland, Or 97211. 

NOW TIME FOR PRAYER
We invite you to join all those praying for the Northwest District every Friday at noon. Whatever you are doing, wherever you are, lift up the Northwest District in unity with your brothers and sisters in ministry and mission. Friday weekly prayers are posted at the following link:  http://www.nowlcms.org/ExpandingMinistries/PrayPartResources.aspx


Become a Tracking the Spirit / ABLAZE partner: http://www.nowlcms.org/ExpandingMinistries/PartnerRegistration.aspx 
Partner with us in Prayer: http://www.nowlcms.org/ExpandingMinistries/BecomePP.aspx
Subscribe to District Email Communications at http://www.nowlcms.org/General_Services/Subscribe.aspx 
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