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from the Northwest District - LCMS




October 25, 2007 Special Edition

The following was received from Rachel Klitzing, Executive Director of School Ministries, Pacific Southwest District LCMS.  Please keep all in your prayers.

From the Pacific Southwest District web site:  http://www.psd-lcms.org/home/default.htm 

The Pacific Southwest District has received many phone calls and emails asking  what they can do to assist with the devastating fires that are raging in the Southern California area.  At this time, specific needs are beeing assessed.  Until the staff and members of the affected churches are able to return to their homes and asses the exstent of the damage, financial assistance is the best way we can assist those in need.

The PSW District office has a Fire Fund for our churches and members.  We are suggesting that all the Churches in the Pacific Southwest District might want to consider taking a special Fire Fund offering this weekend.  Please forward contributions collected to the District Office, and make note that it is for the Fire Fund.

We know of several churches who have offered shelter to displaced people whose members have lost their homes.  We have already sent funds to the first of those churches serving as a shelter.  As of last night, we had not confirmed of any church buildings that have been burned.  Praise God.  

Please continue to pray for all who are involved with the fires.

News regarding specific congregations and schools:

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Many of you are asking about the fires, and while news coming in slowly, here is what I know at this time from the pastors/principals/directors of the schools near the fires:

Zion, Fallbrook – Nancy Swanlund reports: Prayer is so powerful. The church and school are fine at this point, but the winds have changed and now are heading back from Camp Pendleton into Fallbrook.  They still have the city under mandatory evacuation.  We are waiting more news about houses -- the fire was very close to so many. Pastor Demel reports that 5 families have lost their homes that they are aware of. Thanks for your continued prayers.

Ramona Lutheran – Nancy Knight reports: We are still under a mandatory evacuation. I am aware that Vivian Baker (teacher aide at school) lost everything. Her home is destroyed. Church Secretary Bev Michauex also lost her home to the fire. Two students called her to let her know their homes “burned up”. 

Pilgrim, Chula Vista – Peter Halvorson reports: School is closed for the remainder of the week, but we are not aware that any of our families’ homes have burned yet. The air quality is very difficult to deal with. The area to the east of them is burning.

Christ, La Mesa – Xavria Schwarz reports:  School is closed probably for the remainder of the week. She is not aware of any families who have lost homes, but it is burning all around them. 

Grace, Escondido – Sandy Zielinski reports:  School has been closed all week. So far, there is no damage to church or school. Many of our families are evacuated, but we have not heard yet of any loss of property. 

Community Lutheran, Escondido – Pastor Vogelsang reports: Yesterday was a day of meeting needs – housing needs, personal needs, etc. We are waiting for everyone who was evacuated to return and see how their property is. 

Faith, Vista – Joe Henkell reports: All of our families at Faith are safe to this point- a few have been evacuated, but no houses lost. We are keeping horses that were “evacuated” on our property. 

St. Paul’s, San Diego – Pastor Jim Henkell reports: We are collecting water, food, and supplies to take to QUALCOMM Stadium where over 500,000 evacuees are being sheltered. So far, our people are out of the fire’s path. 

Mt. Olive, Poway – Cannot reach pastor or preschool director yet.

Abiding Savior, Lake Forest – Carolyn Sims report:  School is closed again today. The air quality is extremely difficult for children and for anyone with respiratory conditions. Some of our school families’ homes are in areas very close to the Santiago fire. 

Redeemer, Ontario – Dave Oleson reports: Redeemer School is still in session for now.  I haven’t heard of any of our families in immediate danger.  The smoke is heavy and outside activities have been cancelled due to poor air quality.  Lunch and recesses are inside to help alleviate a problem for those students and adults with asthma and bronchial problems.  We will keep you informed should anything that affects us directly occur. 

Some of these folks sounded “down” and tired. Please pray especially for these leaders and all that they are dealing with. 

The fires in northern San Diego (SD) County are still burning pretty much out of control. Two fires merged in northern SD County. One new fire is now in Camp Pendleton. The Santiago Fire in Orange County is only 30% contained, and has burned in Irvine, Portola Hills, and is now in Trabuco Canyon. Over 600 square miles in Southern California has burned or is burning. We are getting relief from the fires north of LA in Malibu, Castaic, Santa Clarita, and Canyon Country. We don’t know yet the status of our Lutheran Camp in the mountains of Lake Arrowhead. We are also hearing wonderful stories of help and assistance for families from our churches and pastors who are working so hard and providing grief counseling! Lutheran Social Services has been wonderful. It’s a very hard, scary time, but our God is mighty! 

We know of one pastor, two teachers, one teacher-aide, one church secretary, and many families in our schools that have lost their homes to the fires. Thank you all for your prayers and concern. Please continue to pray for the situation! 

The District has a Fire Fund for our churches, schools, and members. At this time, specific needs are being assessed.  Until staff and members are able to return to their property, financial assistance would be appreciated. You can send a check directly to the Pacific Southwest District office and indicate that it is for the Fire Fund. Our PSD E-News is also providing periodic updates on the fires. 

Again, thank you all for your prayers, partnership, concern and compassion.  

