The No Frills© Self Study Series
Handout #1 - Me – A Disciple?
EAST VS WEST

      We are products of our culture.  We cannot escape this truth any more than we can add inches to our height or days to our lives.  If you are reading this handout, chances are you are an American by birth and cultural experience.  It is also likely – because you are Lutheran - that you carry with you German (or at least Western European) recollections, opinions and traditions from that culture.  And, because you are most likely a member of an LCMS congregation you have adopted our synod’s traditions, practices, views and opinions (we call this culture) as well.  But here is the rub … we often confuse our culture with our faith! This is especially evident when we insist on a certain way to ‘do church’ when, in reality, that way can have more to do with our cultural background than with spiritual growth or Biblical instruction. This inability to separate our cultural experience from our faith often creates a lens through which we see a distorted view of the pictures Jesus painted for his followers when he addressed a particular topic.  So, when Jesus spoke to them about being his disciples, what was he really saying? 

     The first thing to acknowledge as we seek an understanding of ‘disciple’ is that we westerners derive much of our world view from the Greeks. Knowing and being able to apply the information learned from or about an acknowledged master – an Aristotle or a Plato, for example - was a chief value in Greek culture.  This ‘head knowledge’ is highly valued in the LCMS as well for it is imperative in the training of our pastors that they know what Jesus or Paul or Amos knew in order to relate this information to the congregations they serve.  
     But Jesus was a thoroughly Jewish, Aramaic speaking Middle Easterner. His frames of reference stem from the culture in which he lived in. Jesus’ followers identified with the metaphors, stories and symbols he used because they spoke directly to that culture, one that was thoroughly non-western. When he spoke to people about becoming his disciple, they did not hear the emphasis on head knowledge that we in the west so often hear.  Instead, they heard in his conversations with him that his disciples were to ‘become like him.’ Jesus knew that knowing what the master knows takes a follower to a certain level and then no further. But becoming like the master moves a disciple into the realm of authentic relationship, of being willing to emulate the master’s life and concern to the world, of maturing in a relationship with him. 
Handout #1 – ‘East vs. West.’ From the ‘No Frills©’ self-study series 2008. Property of the NOW District, Steve Henderson
