 

	
	 

	
Sept. 1, 2009 Issue
A WORD FROM YOUR NEW DISTRICT PRESIDENT
Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

I want to thank you for your prayers and support as I begin a new ministry of service and leadership in the Northwest District. The past two months have brought to me and Cindy an overflowing amount of support, encouragement, and prayers. I trust in the blessing of the Lord, the leading of His Spirit, and “mutual care and consolation of the saints” that I have with you. Please continue to keep me, your District staff, and the ministry of the Gospel we share in your prayers. Let’s keep our eyes on Jesus as we walk this road together.

Paul Linnemann

MEET YOUR NORTHWEST DISTRICT BOARD OF DIRECTORS
The newly elected Board of Directors of the Northwest District met for the first time since the convention last weekend.  They are pictured along with email information so that you can be in contact with them at this link:

http://www.nowlcms.org/presidents_office/BOD.aspx
CELEBRATION OF MINISTRY 
Rev. Dr. Warren Schumacher, who has served the Northwest District as its President for the past 15 years, is retiring. The Northwest District and Warren's home congregation, Trinity Lutheran Church - Hillsboro, will be hosting a reception to celebrate Warren's service to the ministry of the Gospel on Sunday, October 4, 2009, from 2:00 pm - 5:00 pm. Look for more details in the coming weeks along with a bulletin insert. For now, please mark your calendars and plan to attend.

SALARY GUIDELINES
Salary guidelines for 2010 have been finalized and will be in the mail this week. A hard copy is being mailed to all congregations – pastors and treasurers. The guidelines are also available on our website at www.nowlcms.org. The District is not recommending an increase over last year’s guidelines. Recently, the Social Security Administration reported that there would not be any cost-of-living (COLA) increases for at least the next two years – the District generally uses this as a guide in recommending future increases. The economy continues to make a slow recovery and the District and its congregations are facing the reality of that challenge in meeting ministry needs.

CONCORDIA PLAN SERVICES
If you are an employer and offer medical benefits through the Concordia Health Plan (CHP), you have an important deadline approaching. Any employer requests for changes to CHP Options for the 2010 Plan Year must be received by Concordia Plan Services no later than October 9, 2009. If an employer plans to continue the current Option, then you need do nothing – it continues automatically. If you have questions, please call our office and speak with Martha Conboy at (503) 288-8383 or e-mail at MarthaC@nowlcms.org.

2009 NW DISTRICT TEACHERS CONFERENCE
Northwest District Teachers Conference is being held in Seaside, Oregon on October 14-October 16, 2009. The theme is "Be Still and Know that I am God." The registration packets have been mailed. The Early Bird registration is September 4th. The complete registration packet is available at http://www.nowlcms.org/educational_services/conferences.aspx
2010 NATIONAL LCMS YOUTH GATHERING
Your first letter on the 2010 National Youth Gathering was mailed in July. You will find more information along with a chance to design the District T-shirt at: http://www.nowlcms.org/educational_services/Youth.aspx#NationalYouthGathering
LEADERSHIP ADVANCEMENT PROCESS
Online courses are offered for SMP (Specific Ministry Pastor) or EIIT (Ethnic Immigrant Institute of Theology) pre-requisites, deacon licensing or for your own spiritual growth!

Leadership Advancement Process and Mission Training Center offer the following courses: 

· Christian Faith (Doctrine) meets Sept. 12, Sept. 26 and Oct. 24

· Teaching the Faith meets Sept. 19, Oct. 10 and Nov. 7

· Old Testament meets Nov. 14, Dec. 12, Jan. 16 and Feb. 6

· Leading Worship meets Dec. 5, Jan. 23 and Feb. 13

· New Testament, Fundamental Pastoral Care, Basic Preaching, and Missions and Evangelism meet later in the spring of 2010.

Now is the time to enroll! Courses are $175. These online courses are open to all Christians. A minimum of 6 students must register for a course prior to Session 1 in order for the course to proceed. If the student's congregation helps with enrollment fees, financial assistance up to $75 may be requested.
To enroll go to www.cu-portland.edu/lap <http://www.cu-portland.edu/lap> click "LAP Online Course Enrollment Form" on the right. Use either the BLUE "Enroll and Pay Online" button to use a Visa or MasterCard or scroll down to use the online enrollment form and send a check later in the mail.

NORTHWEST AFRICAN IMMIGRANT MINISTRY GATHERING
A Northwest African Immigrant Ministry gathering will be held Thursday, September 24, 2009 from 9:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m., Messiah Lutheran Church, 7050 – 35th Ave NE, Seattle, WA 98115. Pastor Ernie Lassmann will be host pastor. The five ministries to be represented are: Ebenezer-Oromo (Ethiopian), Portland, OR; Peter Biel House Church- Sundanese (Nuer), Portland, OR; King of Kings-Sudanese(Nuer), Renton, WA; Mekane Jesu-Emharic (Ethiopian), Seattle, WA; Lamb of God Eritrean (Tigriang), Seattle, WA. 

GRANT AND FUNDING RESOURCES AND LINKS
This link will send you to updated information to guide efforts in securing ministry funding. Examples of links include – LWML, Thrivent, Lutheran Community Foundation, directory of foundations, grant writing resources, and more.

NOTE: LWML Grants and applications are posted at this link and deadlines for these mission grants are Sept 15 - Utah-Idaho District; Sept 30 - Oregon District; October 31 - Washington-Alaska District.

CONGREGATIONAL STEWARDSHIP WORKBOOKS
“Congregational Stewardship Workbooks” are still available for order from Expanding Ministries. This comprehensive look at stewardship from many angles includes such topics as theology, forming committees, education, projects, pastoral issues and resources.

Originally $160, you can get one for the $5 cost of shipping while supplies last. Contact Patti Maggiora at pattim@nowlcms.org or call 503-288-8383 / 888-693-5267 – x123.

SOCIAL SERVICES - PORTLAND METRO AREA
Are there members of your church struggling in these challenging economic times? Here’s a resource you can provide to help them. The resource card of agencies providing services can be found at this link. Print copies for distribution.

If you are aware of resources outside the Portland area please contact Patti Maggiora at pattim@nowlcms.org so the information can be added to our website.

NORTHWEST PASSAGE
The newest issue of the Northwest Passage is available online at this link: http://www.nowlcms.org/Resources/Publications/CurrentNWPassage.pdf
Fall and winter issues of NW Passage will be combined into one. Deadline for submitting articles - October 23. Click this link for more information about publication requirements.

NOTE: In the fall/winter issue of Passage we will be asking for your feedback about contents and value to you. Please respond so we can continue providing you useful information through this publication. Thanks. For more information, contact Patti Maggiora at pattim@nowlcms.org.

PARENTS, GRANDPARENTS, TEACHERS, AND CHILDCARE WORKERS!
Lutheran Church Extension Fund encourages you to check out JC Playzone as a safe, fun, and Christian based website for children. www.jcplayzone.com/ Designed by Lutheran Hour Ministries, this site offers various activities and learning opportunities such as daily devotions; Bible stories; recipes, crafts, cards, music, puzzles and memory games, and more. It a great website for families to 'learn and play' together. Go to www.JCPlayzone.com
STUDENT AID 2009-2010
Please visit the District website for information regarding Student Aid for undergraduate and graduate students enrolled at Concordia Universities in professional church work programs leading to a rostered position, and seminary students enrolled at one of the Concordia seminaries. The District Financial Aid Form must be completed and submitted to your school’s Financial Aid Department each year you are enrolled. The form is available at www.lcms.org or at http://www.nowlcms.org/FAQ_Detail.aspx?FID=57. If you have any questions that cannot be answered by the website, please call or email studentaid@nowlcms.org 

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH, SEASIDE, OR
When a church closes and has their last service, it is a time of sadness and quiet reflection. Faith Lutheran Church in Seaside, OR held their last service on June 28, 2009, and has officially closed. The District has been working with the members of the church to inventory items and make them available to other churches who might be in need. Bibles, Hymnals, Lutheran Service Books, flags, banners, paraments – to name a few items of interest – are available if your congregation is in need. Please contact our office at (503) 288-8383 and we can get more specific about what is available.

YOUTH SUPPORTS
Youth Supports is a monthly newsletter with articles written by those from our Northwest District who are involved in youth ministry. The newsletter is provided by the district's Youth Ministry Task Force and is intended to support and encourage all who are involved in working with youth in their congregation. Subjects range from more personal spiritual matters to practical suggestions for working with youth and helping them to grow in Christ.

How do you define success in youth ministry? Some people who have worked with youth have commented that youth can be manic - doing very well one minute, but then doing very poorly just a minute later. What is success? Kanagasabai Umashankar ("Uma") is the Director of Christian Education at Trinity Lutheran in Hillsboro. Read what he has to say based on Jesus' ministry in this month's issue of Youth Supports. You can find a downloadable copy at this link: http://www.nowlcms.org/educational_services/YouthSupports06.aspx
Be sure to share the article with everyone in your congregation who is involved with youth. Set up a time to talk about the article and how it applies to you and your youth ministry setting.

To read the linked article, you'll need to have Acrobat Reader®. You can get it for free if you don't yet have it by going to: <http://www.adobe.com/products/acrobat/readstep2.html>

GIVE A CONGREGATIONAL BRICK TO THE CONCORDIA LEGACY PATHWAY
Concordia University’s George R. White Library & Learning Center is complete. The pathway that will welcome future generations of students, neighbors, and visitors to the heart of campus will feature customized messages on bricks. This offers a unique opportunity for your congregation to celebrate the partnership in ministry we share as congregation and university by donating a brick ($125) with your congregation’s name on it. To order your congregational brick, visit http://www.cu-portland.edu/bricks/form.cfm or call 1-800-752-4736.

INAUGURAL CALL SYMPOSIUM, OCTOBER 30-31
CALL, an exciting new partnership between Concordia University and the LCMS Northwest District, is a resource for all Lutheran congregations, as well as a safe place for creative dialog concerning the critical issues facing Lutheran churches in the Northwest. The Inaugural CALL Symposium, offered in association with the Christi Crux lecture series, will be held on Friday and Saturday, October 30-31 in the Fellowship Hall of St. Michael Lutheran on NE 29th Avenue (adjacent to CU campus). This year’s theme, “Tough Questions/Thoughtful Answers: What Does It Mean to be Lutheran in a Post-Church World?” featureskeynote speakers, Rev. Dr. Will Schumacher, Mission Associate Professor of Historical Theology and Dean of Theological Research and Publication at Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, Mo., and Rev. Dr. Gary Simpson, Professor of Systematic Theology and Director of the Center for Missional Leadership at Luther Seminary in St. Paul, Minn.The symposium format will provide opportunity to respond to the keynote speakers with dialog in small groups and together as a whole. The $50 registration includes two lunches and all symposium materials. RSVP by October 7 with the number attending from your congregation by contacting Linda Church at Concordia University by email (lchurch@cu-portland.edu) or by phone (503-493-6571). 

CONCORDIA UNIVERSITY'S FALL MISSION FESTIVAL
On Sunday, September 27 from 2:30 to 6:00 pm, Rev. Dr. Paul Gossman, Pastor at Peace Lutheran Church in Covington, Wash., will present the topic We're Not in Kansas Anymore: Missionary Tools for Finding Your Way in the Post-Church Culture. We live more and more in a post-church world that actually resembles in many ways the pre-church context of the frontier missionary. Building on his years as a missionary in Asia, Latin America and urban Chicago, Rev. Dr. Paul Gossman will present a practical workshop on tools for analyzing the community context within which we do ministry and then engaging that community effectively with the Gospel. This seminar will take place in Luther Hall, Room 121 from 2:30 to 6:00 pm. The registration fee is $12, which includes a light box supper. For more information, please call Jim Pressnell at 503-493-6574 or email him at jpressnell@cu-portland.edu.

SEMINAR - NOVEMBER 6-7:
Raising and Managing Money in Faith Based and Non-Profit Organizations: Best Practices, Tools, and Methods in Today’s Economy

Presented by Roger Busse, this seminar will introduce faith-based leaders, executive directors, board members, and administrators to the most successful fundraising and financial management concepts, practices, and tools available in today’s industry – tools and methods that can mean the difference between organizations thriving and surviving. Roger Busse, MBA adjunct faculty member and president of Continental Pacific Bank, brings many years of exceptional experience in finance to address the difficulties of managing faith-based and non-profit organizations during these recession years. Seminar meeting times are Friday, November 6, from 5:00 to 9:00 pm and Saturday, November 7, from 8:00 am to 5:00 pm. The registration fee is $185 for non students and $365 to receive 1 academic credit. Register at the Concordia business office or during the first meeting night, payment must be received at time of registration. Bring this code to registration: SOM 451 FAITHBASE NONPROFIT/RECESSION crn 2426 Nov 6-7.

THE PARISH PAPER - SEPTEMBER
The September 2009 Issue of the Parish Paper is titled "Are We Singing the Right Hymns". You can get your free copy of this article at this link: http://www.nowlcms.org/Resources/ParishPaper/P.P.--9-2009.pdf
BEING SUNDAY PEOPLE IN A MONDAY WORLD
For everyone – especially women – interested in being “Sunday People in a Monday World” letting faith transform you and your work, Life Journey offers online opportunities for this fall beginning in September. Register at www.lifejourneyministries.org or Facebook/Life Journey Ministries.

PRAY WITH US:
If you are interested in becoming a Northwest District Prayer Partner or receiving a Prayer by email every Friday, go to this link to become a Prayer Partner: http://www.nowlcms.org/Prayer/Prayer_home.aspx
 

Submit a Prayer Request or Share an Answered Prayer
Subscribe to District Email Communications
 
The Northwest District provides this information as a resource and does not necessarily endorse the sites which we provide links to. 
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