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A WORD FROM YOUR DISTRICT PRESIDENT - A NEW MINISTRY TEAM:

In the past few months the Northwest District has brought on two new additions to our ministry team. Dustin Kunkel now serves the Northwest District as Executive Assistant to the President. I am thankful that our Lord has brought Dustin to serve with us as we seek to live and to share the love of Christ. More information about Dustin is available in the current issue of the Northwest Passage (page 4). 

Marilyn Allen, joined our team in June of this year as Business Manager. I am thankful for the way Marilyn has assimilated into our team at the Knott House. She brings a rich background and a heart for service and ministry to her new role, and we thank God for answering our prayers in giving us this new partner in ministry. 

I hope you will take the time to welcome both of these new members of the District Staff as you encounter areas where they are able to serve you.You can reach both of these new members of the ministry team by email and phone at: 

DustK@nowlcms.org and MarilynA@nowlcms.org
Phone 1-888-693-5267 (toll free) or 503-288-8383

DISTRICT MILITARY MINISTRY WORKSHOP - OPERATION BARNABAS
Operation Barnabas is an LCMS program designed to support Lutheran chaplains and reserve soldiers who are called to wartime duty.  Today's soldiers and their families need our prayers and support.  The Northwest District provides resources to help congregations minister to soldiers' and their families' needs before, during and after deployment.

On October 9, 2010, the Northwest District will be hosting a workshop at Beautiful Savior Church, 9800 SE 92nd Ave., Portland, OR.  The workshop will begin at 8:30 AM and conclude at 4:30 PM. Lunch will be provided. You will receive a workbook, a great learning experience, and have the opportunity to meet others who have a heart for our military families. A free will offering will be taken to help defray costs.

Rev. Richard Flath and Rev. Bruce Rumsch - District Counselors in this area will be available to consult with pastors and congregational members who are dealing with military issues among their members. Online registration is available at this link: http://barnabas.lcmsworldmission.org/?p=867 or go to operationbarnabas.org and click on "district workshops".

Questions? Contact vickik@nowlcms.org or Chaplain Moreno at 402.316.8873. 

2011 NORTHWEST DISTRICT SALARY GUIDELINES NOW AVAILABLE
The Salary Guidelines for 2011 for the Northwest District have been mailed to Pastors, Congregation Treasurers and School Administrators.  They can also be found on the NOW District website at: 

http://www.nowlcms.org/Resources/GeneralServices/CurrentSalaryGuidelines.pdf
ATTENTION PASTORS, TREASURERS, BUSINESS MANAGERS AND SCHOOL ADMINISTRATORS
Do you want to reduce the health care costs for your church and/or school?  Are you confused about what the different CHP options mean for you and your employees?  With the October 8th Health Options Choice deadline right around the corner, now is the time to answer these questions.
Concordia Plans offers six health plans, and three Personal Spending Accounts that can be combined a total of fifteen different ways.  By reviewing the many options already available and looking at the various funding strategies, there are many options of reducing costs to the congregation/school without incurring substandard coverage for your employees. 

Ralph Simon from Concordia Plans, Benefit Consultant for the Northwest District, will be in Portland on September 29th and 30th and is available to meet with employer representatives.  Appointment times are available Thursday, September 30th from 9 am to 7:30 pm and Friday, October 1st from 9 am - 1 pm.

Please call the NOW District Office at 503-288-8383 to set up a time to meet with Ralph.  If neither of these dates works for you, you can contact Ralph at Ralph.Simon@ConcordiaPlans.org for answers to specific questions.

NORTHWEST DISTRICT TEACHERS CONFERENCE
The Teacher's Conference is scheduled for November 3-5, 2010 and will again be held in Seaside, OR at the convention center. This year there will be 4 workshops offered along with an additional seminar on Wednesday for the Early Childhood Directors.  Registration packets have been mailed.  This year we are offering an online registration program which we strongly encourage our schools to take advantage of since it will allow you easier access to the workshop of your choice.  A copy of the materials are available on our website at: 

http://www.nowlcms.org/educational_services/conferences.aspx
THE LUTHERAN SCHOOL PORTAL
The Lutheran School Portal is an LCMS web based resource for Lutheran Educators around the world. The Portal provides teaching resources, information from District and National officers, as well as technology tools to help you with your day to day ministry. It is a tool for encouraging, connecting, and informing. The Northwest District will pay for one half of your yearly fee and your renewal fee each year.  You will find the District rebate form at: http://www.nowlcms.org/educational_services/Schools.aspx as well as the Lutheran School Portal enrollment form.

CHAPEL TALKS 2010-2011 NOW AVAILABLE
"Making Disciples," the 2010-11 edition of Chapel Talks, are now available. Chapel Talks, written by experienced Lutheran educators and edited by Edward Grube, LL.D., Director of Publications and Communications, Lutheran Education Association, provides suggestions for weekly songs, visual ideas, a message outline and closing prayer. The Bible readings and texts selected for 2010-11 will follow the Three-Year Lectionary Series as outlined in the Lutheran Service Book. This will provide continuity with the congregation's order of worship from the previous weekend. The cost is $20 for a soft-cover book (limited quantities available) or $15 for downloadable, electronic format.  You can find more information on the LCMS website at: 

http://www.lcms.org/pages/internal.asp?NavID=1740. 

HOW TO PROMOTE BRAIN GAIN, NOT BRAIN DRAIN WEBINAR
Join a jam-packed hour of information to stimulate learning in your classroom, home and in the pew! Mark draws from current brain research and his experience with youth and family ministry to show you: 

· How small periods of exercise and movement directly improve learning, comprehension and focus for all ages. 

· Strategies or incorporating brain-healthy activities into the day. 

· A faith-based approach to promoting health and wellness in your church, school and community. 

Before attending the webinar, please watch this video - "Brain Gains" from CBC News...

Presented by Mark Shoepp, Wheat Ridge Ministries Church Relations Representative. Thursday, September 23, 2010, 4:30 - 5:30 pm Central Daylight Time. Cost $19. Limited to first 45 registered. Click here to register. 

Since 1994, Mark Schoepp has been studying the developments in the field of brain research and education, with a special interest in brain health and its application to the church, the church school and the home setting. He has been leading workshops for pastors and in-service days for teachers all across the United States, helping faculties, staff and parents make immediate application for more focused attention, for brains ready to learn, and for brain-friendly planning. 

OCTOBER PRAYER RETREAT IN MILWAUKIE, OR - TIME TO REGISTER NOW!
CPR (Center for Prayer Renewal) is not a place but a Northwest District ministry established to assist individuals who are interested in deepening their Spiritual Formation through His Word and prayer. Everyone is welcome to attend CPR retreats. Next retreat - Phase I (only) with room for 16 participants October 25 (1PM) - October 27 (noon), 2010 Griffin Retreat Center -Milwaukie, Oregon.

Explore prayer and meditation styles; journaling; Jesus' pattern of solitude; Quieting techniques; Lectio Divina - praying the scriptures; Taize; group and individual meditation.
 A recent participant shares: "I wanted to learn more about different ways to pray to enrich my prayer life. I learned that I COULD be alone to focus on God and his Word. The quiet was amazing. Materials were easy to follow. Presentations were facilitated very well and I truly enjoyed each session. The last worship service will never be forgotten. It made me feel the nearness of God and a kinship to every person in the room. God willing, I will attend again!" 
Contact Susan Olson at the district or email susano@nowlcms.org   For more information about this retreat...
HELP US THANK YOUR LCEF CONGREGATION REPRESENTATIVE AND "EARN" $400 FOR MINISTRY!
Many of our churches have volunteers who work as LCEF Congregation Representatives.  

· They act as conduits to information about LCEF 

· They are contacts for LCEF district staff and regional reps. 

· They champion the ministry-through-investments benefits of LCEF to their congregation.

Would you like to help us thank your LCEF Representative while helping ministry? In the next few weeks look for information from your LCEF Rep about how to be eligible to "earn" $400 to assist ministry.  Note: Congregations must currently have an LCEF rep to be eligible for $400. Congregations without LCEF reps may participate to be eligible for $100. Please designate one person to contact Susan Olson for details and for how your congregation can be eligible for more ministry dollars in the future.  To learn more, talk with your congregation rep; contact Susan Olson at the Northwest District susano@nowlcms.org or 1-888-693-5267 ; or find the most recent newsletter at http://www.nowlcms.org/LCEF/News.aspx click the current news link.  To learn more are Lutheran Church Extension Fund go to www.lcef.org
TRACKING THE SPIRIT
If you want to grow your personal or congregational focus on discipleship, contact Patti Maggiora at pattim@nowlcms.org, 888-693-5267 or 503-288-8383 to schedule a Tracking the Spirit session to facilitate transformation in that area. 
 
Read what a recent attendee shared: "It amazes me the way God works. I love being at church on Sunday but the rest of the week I tend to forget; my excitement and all the joy I feel starts slip to the back of my mind as I become distracted with other things. I've been in sort of a spiritual rut lately and words can't describe how I appreciate this session and the perspective it brought me."
 
Thanks to Rev. Dr. Robin Dugall for creating this summary of discipleship. Watch here - http://trackingthespirit.blogspot.com/2010/07/what-is-disciple.html
ENCOURAGING MISSION INVOLVEMENT 
What's your GO? Who is God calling you to share His Good News with? It could be someone in your family, school, workplace, or neighborhood. Or, it could be someone across the globe! 

This video, which was shown at the LCMS National Youth Gathering in New Orleans, is ideal to use in your home, youth group, small group Bible study, or with an entire congregation to encourage mission involvement. To view the video, visit: http://www.youtube.com/user/lcmsworldmission#p/a/u/2/n8RlrAj52WI
ETHNIC OR SPECIAL MINISTRY
Please tell us about your Ethnic or Special Ministry. In addition to filling out the form at this link http://www.nowlcms.org/ExpandingMinistries/MinistryForm.aspx, we would like to hear more detail so we can share your inspirational story with others. Be sure to send your story to northwestpassageeditor@nowlcms.org. Thanks! 

PUBLICATIONS AVAILABLE ONLINE
NORTHWEST PASSAGE
LCEF News
YOUTH Supports
Sign up to receive the Northwest Passage electronically at this link: http://www.nowlcms.org/General_Services/SubscribeNWPassage.aspx. The electronic version is usually available up to two weeks earlier than the printed version and can be printed on your office or home printer at your convenience.
 
Please share your unique discipleship, worship, education, witness, human care, stewardship and other ministry articles to northwestpassageeditor@nowlcms.org. For publication requirements, click this link: http://www.nowlcms.org/Resources/Publications/NWPassagePubRequirements.2010.pdf
Your feedback please! We seek to understand your perspective on the value Northwest Passage provides to you. Please respond to the survey by going to this link: http://www.nowlcms.org//CurrentPublications/NWPassageSurvey.aspx
VIEW/SUBMIT YOUR PRAYER REQUESTS 24 HOURS A DAY!
Prayer Requests are now available REAL TIME at http://www.northwestdistrictprayer.wordpress.com. Submit your prayer requests by sending an email to movu758hake@post.wordpress.com.

Don't want to make your request through the internet? Call our NEW secure prayer request line 503-282-5089 press 9 and leave a message. Follow the instructions in the message. If you want someone to pray with you immediately, please call the district office 1-888-693-5267 or 503-288-8383 and ask for a member of our Prayer Team. 

CLASSIFIED ADS and CALENDAR OF EVENTS:
The District Classified Ads page is updated monthly as well as the District Calendar of Events. 

SOCIAL WORK ACCREDITATION CELEBRATION - CU- PORTLAND, OR
September 9, 2010 : 5:30 pm - 7:00 pm in the lobby of the George R. White Library & Learning Center.

Concordia University's Social Work Program is pleased to announce its status as a nationally accredited social work program by the Council on Social Work Education. Current social work students, social work alumni, faculty, Social Work Advisory Committee Members, and community partners are cordially invited to join us in celebrating this significant achievement.

NURSING INFORMATION SESSION
September 16, 2010 : 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm at the George R. White Library & Learning Center Room 310. 

Learn more about CU's Nursing program!  Whether you are an incoming freshman or transfer student, come and hear about the application process, important application deadlines, details regarding the program, and what to expect as a nursing student here at CU.

For more information, go to http://www.cu-portland.edu/hhs/undergraduate/nursing/rsvp.cfm. 

SEMI-ANNUAL MBA NETWORKING AND INFORMATION EVENING
Thursday, September 23, 2010, doors open at 5:30 pm. Feel free to come early to mix, mingle, and enjoy heavy hors d'oeuvres.  Alumni panel discussion to begin at 6:00 pm. Event to be held at Concordia University's George R. White Library & Learning Center (GRW), 2800 NE Liberty, Portland, OR 97211, in Room 314.

A CELEBRATION OF PEACE IN THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST
Keynote Speaker: Former First Lady of South Korea, Mrs. Kim Dae Jung
Centered on the United Nations International Day of Peace, Concordia University will host a Student Peace Summit in the Concordia Gym for middle and high school students, teachers, and parents on September 23, 2010 from 8:00 am to 2:00 pm. The highlight will be Harold Schnitzer Spirit of Unity award to ten school peace programs; $500 each will be awarded to ten programs to take new action toward peace in the coming year. The event is organized by the Wholistic Peace Institute, housed at Concordia University, in association with the Department of Education. www.wholisticpeaceinstitute.com
To RSVP or for more information, please contact: jayoung106@gmail.com or call 503-505-9050

LCMS WORLD MISSION ON YOU TUBE
LCMS World Mission has new Ablaze! resources on our YouTube channel. Click here to watch eight new faith-sharing vignettes from LCMS pastors, missionaries, and members telling their own personal faith-sharing experiences. (http://www.youtube.com/lcmsworldmission#g/c/D9A92EBEE19CCD86) To share your own faith-sharing story, visit www.lcms.org/ablaze. 

SMART PHONE APPS:
Do you have some smart phone apps that you have found to be a special help to you in ministry? Send the information in a short 1-2 sentence email with a link on how to get the application and we will share the information you send us on our website so you can see how others in ministry are using their smart phones! Send the email to vickik@nowlcms.org. 

Quick Links 

Submit a Prayer Request
Prayer Blog
Subscribe to Receive NW Passage Electronically
Northwest District Web
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