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September 15, 2008 Issue
2009 Compensation Guidelines

We realize that many of our congregations are in the budget process right now and working on putting together their projections for 2009.  As a resource to that process, the Compensation Guidelines for 2009 will be finalized and available by the end of the month.   The District will be recommending a 4% cost of living increase – it is important to understand that this increase is a cost of living adjustment only and should not be viewed as a recommendation for a raise in salary.   The increase is based on a comparison of the National Consumer Price Index as of June 2008 and the Social Security Administration for the National Cost of Living Adjustment for 2008 – Congress has yet to vote on the Social Security increase, if any, for 2009  but we do not expect it will exceed 4%. 

The Compensation Guidelines will be mailed to every congregation as soon as they are finalized.  The guidelines will also be available on our website.
The Great Salt Gathering

The 2008 Northwest District Professional Church Workers Conference is being held November 11-14, 2008, in Seaside, Oregon.  Registration materials have been sent to all professional church workers in the District.  We hope you will be able to join your fellow professional church workers in celebrating our theme from Mark 9:50b “Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with each other.”  Attendees at the conference will have the opportunity to join in a banquet meal, worship, and participate in workshops and presentations together in order to truly be “the salt of the earth” in nurturing disciples to reach the lost.

The registration deadline of September 30, 2008, is quickly approaching.  All registrations received after that date will be subject to a late registration fee.  Registrations must be received no later than October 15, 2008.

The easiest way to register is on-line at www.nowlcms.org. Please visit http://www.arrowheadregistration.com/event/info.php?site=17 to access online registration information.  Upon completing your registration on line, please print a copy of your registration confirmation and attach your payment to it prior to mailing it to the District.  If you have questions or need assistance, please contact the District Office and we would be happy to help you.

District Disaster Response Training
What is a disaster?  What happens in a disaster?  What happens after a disaster?  In order to be better prepared to respond to the needs of our congregations and communities, the District has joined with LCMS World Relief and Human Care to provide training to teams comprised of volunteers from each state.  Once trained, these teams will provide congregations with preparedness training in areas such as family disaster planning and congregational disaster training.  This training will take place on Friday, September 26, 2008, in Portland.  We are still looking for more volunteers from each of our states – Idaho, Oregon, Washington and Alaska – if you have a special gift in this area or have a heart for this type of ministry, please give Martha Conboy a call at (503) 288-8383 or e-mail at  MarthaC@nowlcms.org for more information.  
TEXAS DISASTER RESPONSE

In partnership with Lutheran Disaster Response our friends at the Seventh Day Adventist Conference asked that we provide you with this information in case any of your organizations would like to be engaged in this effort:

Heads up Everyone! We have been notified that a truck from Texas Conference will be in Southern Oregon Sep. 21st and 22nd. We are collecting the following items to be sent to Texas.

1. New children's jeans size 3-16

2. Diapers

3. New Blue tarps any sizes, the bigger the better.

4. Flashlights and batteries.

5. Work gloves.

Portland area churches please bring items before noon Friday Sept. 19th to Portland Adventist Community Services, 11020 N.E. Halsey Street Portland, OR 97220 Phone 503-252-8500

Others please contact Sam at 503-539-6038. We can arrange pick-up along the I-5 corridor on Sunday the 21st.

Any questions contact:

Sam at 503-539-6038, Dan at 503-593-7956, Rhonda at 503-869-2261 

Lutheran World Relief (LWR) – Haiti
While we keep a wary eye on the State-side storms, this e-mail from the International Lutheran agency, Lutheran World Relief (LWR), reminds us of our neighbors in Haiti.  Many of our congregations have spent servant-event time in Haiti and so we watch and pray, with the people of Haiti as well as our own gulf coast.

“Active Hurricane Season Batters Haiti -- Lutheran World Relief Responds”
Baltimore, September 11, 2008 -- Lutheran World Relief is responding to storm battered Haiti, which has taken the brunt of four tropical storms and hurricanes so far this hurricane season—Fay, Gustav, Hanna, and Ike.  All 10 of the country’s regions have been severely affected, leaving thousands of already struggling residents without homes, food, or a means to make income.

Haiti is the poorest place in the Western Hemisphere,” said Jean Waagbo, LWR’s deputy regional director for Latin America.  “With the damage done to crops and the loss of livestock, food supply will be a huge concern in the coming months.  People will need a way to be able to support themselves as the country recovers.”
LWR has pledged an initial $25,000 to our partners in global aid alliance Action by Churches Together (ACT) International, who is working through partner Lutheran World Federation to deliver food, hygiene items, and agricultural kits.  In addition, cash-for-work programs will be implemented to aid farmers, whose crops have been devastated by this recent rash of storms. Longer-term rehabilitation efforts will include well repairs in schools and the restoration of destroyed potable water systems. 
LWR will also support the efforts of World Neighbors, an international development agency working on the ground in Haiti.  World Neighbors will assist farmers as they work to recover livestock and agricultural production, and also work to help make communities less vulnerable to future disasters.
LWR is accepting donations for the Haiti relief effort online at lwr.org/giving; by phone at 1-800-LWR-LWR-2 (597-5972); or by mail at P.O. Box 17061 Baltimore, MD 21298-9832, USA. 

Lutheran World Relief is a ministry of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA), The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod (LCMS), individuals and parish groups in international relief, development, advocacy and social responsibility.”
Concordia Plan Services – Revised 403(b) Regulations

January 1, 2009 Brings Sweeping Change for 403(b) Administration.

By Ralph Simon LUTCF, LTCP 

 Benefit Consultant, Concordia Plan Services 

The revised IRS 403(b) regulations (governing Tax-deferred Savings Plans and Tax-sheltered Annuities) that go into effect on January 1, 2009, will have a significant impact for all employers that have at any time offered a 403(b) to their employees. Depending on the employer’s ultimate decision and action, employees can be affected as well. 

In the past 403(b) plans have generally been considered a relationship between the employee & provider. With the revised regulations released in July 2007, the IRS has made it perfectly clear that 403(b) plans are now going to be employer-sponsored plans. This means employers will have ongoing oversight and compliance responsibilities, including the requirement for a written plan document. 

To learn more about this important topic, please visit the Concordia Plan Services Web site (www.ConcordiaPlans.org). Many helpful resources are available on the site (under Retirement/Concordia Retirement Savings Plan/403(b) Regulations), such as:
· A Glossary of 403(b) terms. There are many terms IRS uses in these revised regulations you may not be familiar with. Is your organization a QCCO?  Find the answer in the Glossary!

· The must read—Concordia Plans Update—sent to employers in late August 2008. This newsletter explains what these new regulations mean for employers.

· A recorded Webinar that references the Concordia Plans Update and presents the topic in a user-friendly format.
· A link to the IRS website, where you can view Q & A and link to a copy of the 130-page revised regulations.

· A link to the MetLife Web site, the administrator for our 403(b) savings plan, which provides many resources on the IRS revised regulations. 
Is there a silver lining in this IRS cloud? Yes! Any LCMS employer enrolled in The Church’s Plan, using only the Concordia Retirement Savings Plan (CRSP) after December 31, 2008, will have the advantage of Concordia Plan Services & MetLife assuming responsibility for most of the administration duties & plan requirements. 

Ralph Simon may be reached at: Ralph.Simon@ConcordiaPlans.org
ADDITION TO DISTRICT OFFICE STAFF

The Northwest District Department of Education Services is proud and honored to be the recipient of a sizable grant from the M.J. Murdock Charitable Trust. During the next three years the Northwest District through Education Services will provide initiatives, resources and one-on-one assistance to our K-12 Lutheran Schools in Alaska, Washington, Idaho, Oregon and our friends in Montana for the purpose of developing sustainable Lutheran schools. An additional grant from the Northwest District LCMS allows us to reach beyond our schools to pastors, teachers, early childhood directors, and directors of Christian education with staff development through coaching and mentoring. Through this grant, the Northwest District was able to extend a call to Bob Fowls, Head of School at Trinity Lutheran School, Bend, OR, as Associate Director of Education Services for the Northwest District. Bob has accepted this three-year call, and his primary responsibilities are to fulfill the requirements of the Murdock grant and District initiative.  This opportunity comes at an exciting but challenging time for the people of our Lutheran schools in the Northwest. 

“CHECK OUT” THE NEW DISTRICT MEDIA LIBRARY!

The Northwest District Education Department would like to announce that we now have an updated District Media Library! We have obtained modern DVD curriculum for our congregations to borrow and use for their own ministry purposes.

Titles we have to offer now include:

· NOOMA series (DVD’s 1-20)

· Sex Still Has a Price Tag by Pam Stenzel

· Help! I’m a Small Group Leader by the Skit Guys and Youth Specialties
· Parenting Your Teenager from Dr. Les and Leslie Parrot and BluefishTV
· And many other Youth Ministry, Small Group, and additional media resources!
For a complete catalog listing of all resources available, library lending policies, or for more information, please visit the Northwest District website at the following link: http://www.nowlcms.org/educational_services/medialibrary.aspx. 

REGISTRATION DEADLINE FOR DISTRICT MIDDLE SCHOOL GATHERING

Monday, September 15th was the Early Bird Registration deadline for the 2008 Northwest District Middle School Gathering. The Middle School Gathering will be held October 3-5, 2008, at the Wildhorse Canyon Young Life Camp in Antelope, OR. Congregations now have until Wednesday, September 24th, to turn in their Middle School Gathering registrations. Registration information, pre-gathering Bible studies, and other helpful information can be found at www.nowyouth.org. 

Center for Prayer Renewal Retreats – 

Center for Prayer Renewal (CPR) is not a place, but an attitude of prayer and learning.  If you desire to integrate prayer more fully and deepen your prayer life, consider participating in the CPR Retreats at Cannon Beach, Oregon. 

Retreat 1: “Spiritual Formation Through Prayer” 

is for first-time attendees, February 2-4, 2009 

Retreat 2: “Prayer in Action With Self and Others” 

is for alumni, February 4-6, 2009. (must have attended Retreat 1)

This retreat will assist you with in-depth resources; applications; with group and personal discovery that will allow you to return home with a plan for your daily spiritual growth through prayer and meditation. Pre-reading is required – through resources and the book “Whole Prayer” by Walter Wangerin, Jr. 

Each retreat begins at 1:00 PM and ends at noon. Fee is $150 per person including some meals. SPACE IS LIMITED TO 12 each retreat. 

All are invited. Register now – space is limited to 12 per retreat! Contact Susan Olson (CPR registrar) susano@nowlcms.org.  Note: If financial difficulties are the reason you would not attend, a limited number of partial scholarships may be available. Please contact Susan to discuss.

It’s a wonderful day in the neighborhood! 
And a wonderful day to be in ministry to your neighbors!

LCEF’s Demographic and Mailing Services offers your congregation or organization up-to-date population data and resources to help you understand and reach the households in your surrounding community. Additional tools help you plan for effective ministry based on needs and lifestyles in your community. To find out more about demographics and mailing list services through LCEF go  to http://www.lcef.org/services/demographics/default.cfm  

See what is happening throughout the district by accessing the past three months of LCEF newsletters at http://www.nowlcms.org/LCEF/News.aspx 

For more information about services, loans and ministries through LCEF, contact Ryan McIvor, Northwest District LCEF Vice President, or Susan Olson, LCEF Marketing and Volunteers at 1-888-843-5233 or go the national LCEF web site www.lcef.org   

Emil & Myrtle Jaech “Thank You!”
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On Wednesday, September 3, 2008, I stopped by at the home of Myrtle & Emil Jaech and they shared with me their sincere appreciation for the “blizzard of good wishes, cards, and letters” on the series of celebrations in their lives.  I don’t think Myrtle will mind that I mention that she had her 90th birthday, especially as I hasten to add that Emil had his 95th Birthday and that they both shared in the 70th celebration of their marriage and Emil’s ordination.  The BOX they are holding between them holds the 275 messages of love and encouragement.  They have patiently and carefully opened and read them all!  It was a “godsend” to have sent these greetings to them and for them to leisurely be able to enjoy them.  You are encouraged to continue the celebration, especially if you haven’t had an opportunity to send them your greetings.  It’s never too late!

Address and E-mail:  
Rev. Dr. Emil and Myrtle Jaech

390 N Kings Valley Hwy
Dallas, OR 97338

E-mail:  emjaech@q.com
Thanks again for joining me in this grand celebration!

Warren Schumacher

THANKS FROM EMIL AND MYRTLE
We were overwhelmed with the 275+ greetings of cards, letters and phone calls!  Thank you to all of the congregations, pastors, teachers, and others who sent expressions of congratulations for our anniversary of marriage, anniversary of ordination and years in ministry, and our birthdays. 

Emil & Myrtle Jaech 

2009 DISTRICT CONVENTION
The theme of the 2009 District Convention is “The Spirit Gives Life”, the dates for the convention are: 

June 18-20, 2009
Vice Presidents, Clemens Pera, Larry Meyer, and Ty Miles will not be seeking re-election at the next District Convention in 2009.

Tacoma/Pierce County Habitat for Humanity needs your help!  

Building on Faith is Habitat for Humanity International's annual build event specifically for churches and faith communities. This year's Building on Faith will take place in September at Reynolds Park. We are currently in need of WEEKDAY VOLUNTEERS, meal providers, and devotion leaders. In preparation for this event, Tacoma/Pierce County Habitat for Humanity will need help from dedicated volunteers who want to involve their own and other congregations to come out and build on the house, provide snack or lunch, fundraise, or lead a devotion.  Please check out the posting on the Northwest District website for more information on Dates and ways that you can help at this link: 
http://www.nowlcms.org/Resources/GeneralServices/Habitat.pdf
CONCORDIA UNIVERSITY NEWS

Concordia University welcomed a record number of students to campus for fall classes, which began on Monday, August 25. The campus, located in northeast Portland is in transition as the new George R. White Library and Learning Center is under construction and scheduled to open in time for classes next fall.

Concordia University will welcome nearly 1,800 students this academic year, the largest in the university’s history. This enrollment growth is due in part to the university offering graduate programs off campus in locations such as Bend, Ashland, Medford, Aloha, and Gresham. 

The most significant program addition to the campus this fall is the establishment of the Bachelor of Arts in Music.  Click here for the rest of this story!

CU UNVEILS COMMUNITY MURAL AND OPENS BOOKSTORE TO COMMUNITY
On Saturday, August 23, Concordia University unveiled a community mural on the side of the building at NE Ainsworth and NE 30th Streets in Portland, Oregon. The unveiling also marks the grand opening of the new location of the university’s bookstore, “The Bookmark” at that same location.  For more on this unique unveiling – click here!
SHARE YOUR SUCCESSFUL MISSION PROJECTS!
The Northwest District likes to share your current successes with mission projects on our website at this link:  http://www.nowlcms.org/ExpandingMinistries/AllAboutMission.aspx
The newest story is called Feeding Five Thousand, and gives information on a project that Mt. Olive Church in Yakima and their community partnered together in – a project you may want to consider in your own congregation… 
Some of the stories on this page are from last year – send us your new stories with one small photo, so we can share THE MISSION YOU DO!

LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF - QUILTS
As Fall Approaches, Quilts and Kits are Needed for LWR.  For more information contact Emily Sollie at 410-230-2802 or email esollie@lwr.org.  “Now is the perfect time to assemble school and health kits.  With school starting soon many of the items for kits can be found at discounted prices. And fall is a time when many local collections of quilts and kits are happening around the U.S.” For more information on ways you can help – go to this link: http://www.nowlcms.org/Resources/LWR/LWRupdate.pdf
