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FROM THE PRESIDENT'S OFFICE... 
 

So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live in him, rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness.  Colossians 2: 6-7
 
A lot sure has happened this summer. We've had a Synod convention, National Youth Gathering, and we have welcomed seven pastors into the Northwest District who are beginning their first ministries. 
 
I am deeply grateful that the Lord has placed me here... with you. He has provided us with an opportunity to be on the front lines of interfacing with the changing culture. We are surrounded by people who don't know the love of Christ in their lives, and it is our challenge and calling to reflect His love to these people on a daily basis.
  
It's with this in mind that I want to encourage you not to settle for less than excellence in your service to the Lord, whether that be in your family, in your neighborhood, in your workplace, or in your church. Whether you worship with a more traditional liturgy or with a contemporary one, seek to be fully present and ready to receive the gifts our Lord wants to give you. When God sets you apart for a unique task or to connect with a certain person in your circle of relationships, do it with your whole heart. As you love the people in your life that God has especially given to you, love them with love of Jesus. God gave us His best gift, and He invites us to join Him in bringing that best to the world around us.
 
God bless each of you.
District President, Paul Linnemann
 
EDUCATION FOR THE PRACTICE OF INTENTIONAL INTERIM MINISTRY 
 
The NALIP Basic Education Curriculum is designed to introduce clergy and lay professionals to the practice of intentional interim ministry.  The course is designed in three phases covering a period of about 6 months.  Following are the upcoming training opportunities: 
 
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, MO
+  Phase I - November 1-5, 2010
+  Phase III - April 11-15, 2011
California-Nevada-Hawaii District - LCMS, District Offices, Livermore, CA 

+  Phase I - October 18-22, 2010
+  Phase III - May 9-13, 2011
More information about Intentional Interim Ministry is provided at this link:
 http://www.nowlcms.org/Presidents_Office/IIM.aspx 

 

LICENSED DEACONS are added to the NW District ministry team!  
Many of the LAP courses are designed for lay leaders who desire to have more in-depth study of God's Word, Lutheran doctrine, and sharing the Gospel so that they can be encouraged in their congregational service.  Along with personal spiritual growth, the benefit to our congregations and pastors is tremendous as we all strive to complete the task our Lord has set for us to do.  Frequently, pastors will ask that men who have completed the LAP training be licensed as deacons so that they can assist the pastor with specific areas of Word & Sacrament ministry in their congregations and communities.  There are also courses available for pastors who seek to strengthen their training in specific areas.  We pray that God will continue to bless this ministry.

 

LAP/MTC (Leadership Advancement Process and Mission Training Center) bring you online courses this fall for your own spiritual growth, for certification in Word and Service or in Word and Sacrament or to prepare you to enter rostered ministry.  Click into www.cu-portland.edu/lap and open "LAP Online Enrollment Form" to see the courses offered and to enroll.
Be looking for more information as the LAP Summer Conference moves to a fall date in 2010!!!
Early Childhood Gathering
 
A half day seminar has been planned for all Early Childhood Directors and their staff for Wednesday, September 1, 2010.  The seminar will start at 9:00 a.m. and end at 1:00 p.m.  Lunch is included with the seminar.  Our guest speaker is Lori Asada, Occupational Therapist.  Her topic is "Sensory Processing Disorders".  The seminar is being held at Living Savior Lutheran Church in Tualatin, OR.  
 
NW District Teacher's Conference
 

The Teacher's Conference is scheduled for November 3-5, 2010 and will again be held in Seaside, OR at the convention center. This year there will be 4 workshops offered along with an additional seminar on Wednesday for the Early Childhood Directors. Registration packets are scheduled to be mailed out in August. 
 
Go to our website at: http://www.nowlcms.org/educational_services/conferences.aspx for a list of our main speakers.
 
THE LUTHERAN SCHOOL PORTAL
 
The Lutheran School Portal is an LCMS web based resource for Lutheran Educators around the world. The Portal provides teaching resources, information from District and National officers, as well as technology tools to help you with your day to day ministry. It is a tool for encouraging, connecting, and informing.  The Northwest District will pay for one half of your yearly fee and your renewal fee each year.  You will find the District rebate form at:http://www.nowlcms.org/educational_services/Schools.aspx as well as the Lutheran School Portal enrollment form.
 
Chapel Talks 2010-11 Now Available 

"Making Disciples," the 2010-11 editions of Chapel Talks, will be available in July. Chapel Talks, written by experienced Lutheran educators and edited by Edward Grube, LL.D., Director of Publications and Communications, Lutheran Education Association, provides suggestions for weekly songs, visual ideas, a message outline and closing prayer. The Bible readings and texts selected for 2010-11 will follow the Three-Year Lectionary Series as outlined in the Lutheran Service Book. This will provide continuity with the congregation's order of worship from the previous weekend. The cost is $20 for a soft-cover book (limited quantities available) or $15 for downloadable, electronic format.  
 

You can find more information on the LCMS website at: http://www.lcms.org/pages/internal.asp?NavID=1740. 
 

TIME IS RUNNING OUT TO REGISTER FOR THE OCTOBER 2010 CENTER FOR PRAYER RENEWAL RETREAT 
 

Location and Time: Griffin Retreat Center - Milwaukie, Oregon  October 25 (1PM) - October 27 (noon) 2010
 

Retreats are open to anyone interested in the ministry of prayer. Space is limited - room for only 16 participants. 
You will be led through a variety of prayer and meditations practices, and have the opportunity to use them individually and with other attendees. It is our prayer that your daily life will be enhanced and deepened by the Holy Spirit through this retreat.     
To find out more... go to http://www.nowlcms.org/Prayer/CPR.aspx and click the October Retreat link or contact Susan Olson susano@nowlcms.org
Tools for Teaching Children Solid Money Management through Lutheran Church Extension Fund
Teaching children basic stewardship principles is especially important in these financial times. LCEF's K.I.D.S Stamp and K.I.D.S. Count programs are excellent resources to help children learn and practice stewardship. Lessons adapt to any teaching opportunity; home, Sunday School; School; and more. Provide children in your life with a fun way to learn about managing money while allowing them to participate in helping build God's Kingdom here on earth. 

 

To learn more and for a limited time offer...go to:  
http://www.nowlcms.org/Resources/LCEF/KIDSFreeOffer2010.pdf  
or contact Susan Olson 

susano@nowlcms.org
 

Tracking the Spirit
 

Contact Patti Maggiora at pattim@nowlcms.org, 888-693-5267(toll free) or  503-288-8383 (in the Portland area)to schedule fall Tracking 1 and Tracking 2 sessions throughout the district. 
 
A recent attendee shares about the tracking experience:
 

"I am grateful for the opportunity to look at my life and see how God is actively working through me to fulfill his purpose for my life. Praise God for His gifts and His love for me! I am excited about sharing Jesus with others and seeing them through new eyes in terms of their spiritual gifts and encouraging them to discover and use them."
 

DISCIPLESHIP 
If you want to grow your personal or congregational focus on discipleship, then these sessions will help facilitate a transformation in your life. Thanks to Rev. Dr. Robin Dugall for creating this summary of discipleship. Watch a video of his NWD presentation on discipling at: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PjF9WgIyd5k&feature=youtube_gdata
 

NORTHWEST DISTRICT FINANCIAL AID
 
Are you a member of a NOW District congregation and planning to attend one of the Concordia University schools for undergraduate study to become a professional church worker? If so, you are eligible to receive financial aid from the Northwest District. Go to our website: www.nowlcms.org and type "student aid" into the search box. You will be directed to links for the District Financial Aid form (everyone must complete this form for each year they are enrolled in a program of study leading to professional church work) and the Guidelines explaining who is eligible and how to receive district financial aid.  
 
Students who graduated in the spring of 2010 and have been placed in a call can access the Request for Remittance form on our website. If you have any questions, please send an email to studentaid@nowlcms.org.
 

PEACEMAKERS - FREE WEBINAR 
 
Register now for a free webinar featuring Annette Friesen, Intake Coordinator for Peacemaker Ministries. Annette will be teaching several workshops at the 2010 Peacemaker Conference. Join us on Monday, August 9 at 10:00am MST (9:00am Pacific, 11:00am Central, 12:00pm Eastern). Annette will be addressing issues of the heart including heart idolatry and heart motivation. Register here.

 

"AGENDA FOR CHRISTIAN LITURGY" PUBLISHED IN TRADITIONAL CHINESE
 
The Literature Department of the Lutheran Church-Hong Kong Synod (LCHKS) has just completed its project to produce a liturgy book entitled "Agenda for Christian Liturgy." It is printed in Traditional Chinese and is well documented with clear descriptions and guidelines for various occasions of religious service. 
 
This will serve as a good reference book for pastors and church leaders. It is bound in genuine Italian lamb skin and is available now for HK $400 (US $50) per copy. For more information, contact the LCHKS Literature Department at info@hkcps.hk.

 

CERTIFICATE PROGRAM IN CHILDREN, YOUTH AND FAMILY MINISTRY
 
Trinity Lutheran College (Everett, WA) will offer a three-week Certificate Program in Children, Youth & Family Ministry, January 3-21, 2011.  The program is designed to equip church staff, volunteers, and pastors for effective leadership in congregational children, youth, and family ministry.
 
Students learn from a team of four faculty in a seminar format, including class discussions, presentations, videos, role plays, and more.  Topics include biblical and theological foundations, Bible study methods, human lifespan development, creative programming, counseling and relational skills, and program administration.  Housing is available.
 
For more information, visit www.tlc.edu/cyfcenter or contact Rev. David Ellingson at 425.249.4722 or david.ellingson@tlc.edu. 

CENTER FOR HISPANIC STUDIES
The Center for Hispanic Studies (CHS) offers theological education and leadership in the Lutheran tradition from and for U.S. Hispanic/Latino communities. In the area of ministerial formation, the Center provides a linguistically and culturally contextual route to certification for ordination of qualified men in Hispanic contexts and a comparable alternate route for deaconess certification. Instruction is carried out in Spanish and considers the rich diversity of Hispanic cultural contexts in its theological and pastoral reflection. The Center delivers instruction through theological education by extension, part-time residential opportunities, and computer-based systems.
For more information, contact the Center for Hispanic Studies at 800-677-9833 or chs@csl.edu. 
CONCORDIA UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF LAW BREAKS GROUND ON BUILDING EXPANSION IN BOISE, ID  

 
More than 200 people joined in celebrating Concordia University School of Law's groundbreaking on June 22, 2010 to mark the start of renovations to its property at 501 Front St. in downtown Boise. Expansion and renovations to the existing 17,000-square-foot structure will include a three-story, 33,000-square-foot addition. The completed structure will meet the Law School's need for a library, classrooms, offices and amenities. Pending accreditation by the Northwest Commission on Colleges and Universities, progress continues toward an anticipated fall 2011 opening. The law school is near the State Capitol, courts, government offices, law firms and social services agencies.
 
OPERA IN THE PARK AT CONCORDIA UNIVERSITY, PORTLAND, OR 

 
Opera in the Park 2010 presents Il Trovatore by Giuseppe Verdi on Sunday, August 8th at 4 pm on the Concordia University Campus Green. The opera will be performed in an abridged, concert version, featuring singers of international stature and the Portland SummerFest Orchestra, conducted by Maestro Keith Clark. Admission is free.  
 
For more information, go to http://www.portlandsummerfest.org/index.html 

 

CARINGBRIDGE

 

CaringBridge is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit providing free websites that connect family and friends during a serious health event, care and recovery.   http://www.caringbridge.org/
 

A CaringBridge website is personal, private and available 24/7. It helps ease the burden of keeping family and friends informed. The websites are easy to create and use. Authors add health updates and photos to share their story while visitors leave messages of love and support in the guestbook.
 
CALENDAR OF EVENTS - DISTRICT: 
 
Review upcoming events and happenings within the Northwest District at  http://www.nowlcms.org/General_Services/CalendarofEvents.aspx  

 

 

Quick Links 

Submit a Prayer Request
Prayer Blog
Subscribe to Receive NW Passage Electronically
Northwest District Web
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