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DISTRICT PRESIDENT INSTALLATION:
The installation of the newly elected District President, Rev. Paul Linnemann, will take place on Saturday, August 29, 2009 at Zion Lutheran Church, 1015 SW 18th Avenue, Portland, OR, beginning at 3:00 p.m.  A  reception will follow at the District Office located at 1700 NE Knott Street, Portland, OR from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 pm.

Clergy who will be attending are encouraged to robe with red stoles and participate in the celebration.  Special seating will be designated for clergy.

Parking will be limited for the installation service at Zion Lutheran Church so we are encouraging use of Portland's light rail system (MAX) as the best form of transportation.  Zion Lutheran Church is located at the Kings Hill Station which is the stop before/after PGE Park - depending on which direction you are coming from. 

If you have questions or need more information, please call Martha Conboy at the District Office - she can be reached at 503-288-8383 or email MarthaC@nowlcms.org.

MEET THE NEW DISTRICT PRESIDENT AND VICE PRESIDENTS 
For pictures and information on your new District President, Rev. Paul Linnemann, go to this link: http://www.nowlcms.org/Presidents_Office/Conv09News.aspx
Do you know who the District Vice President is in your region? You can find out by clicking on this link:  http://www.nowlcms.org/Presidents_Office/Conv09-VicePres.aspx 

CONVENTION OFFERING - CENTER FOR APPLIED LUTHERAN LEADERSHIP
The total received at the 2009 Convention worship service which is designated for the new triennial mission project - the Center for Applied Lutheran Leadership is $27,065.17.

CENTER FOR PRAYER RENEWAL RETREATS
One prayer resource in the district is the Center for Prayer Renewal (CPR).  This is not a place, but an attitude of prayer and learning.  If you desire to integrate prayer more fully and deepen your prayer life, consider participating in a CPR retreat in Cannon Beach, Oregon.

Retreat 1: "Spiritual Formation Through Prayer" is for first-time attendees, and is scheduled for February 1-3, 2010.  This retreat will focus on practical prayer resources and their application to your personal prayer time.  Learn various methods for quieting; discover your prayer and meditation "style"; practice Lectio Divina, an ancient form of meditation and more.  Private quiet time is built into the retreat so plan to come and BE.

REGISTER NOW (11 spaces available) at this link: http://www.nowlcms.org/Prayer/CPR.aspx
Information on Retreats 2 and 3 which require prior attendance at Retreats 1 and 2 are also available at the above link along with the registration form.  For more information contact Susan Olson.

2009 NORTHWEST TEACHERS CONFERENCE
The information packet for the 2009 Northwest Teachers Conference which is scheduled for October 14-16, 2009 at the Seaside Convention Center, in Seaside, OR will be mailed to you within the next two weeks.  The theme this year is "Be Still and Know that I am God..." Psalm 46:10.  Our guest speakers are: Cynthia Tobias, best selling author and David Buegler, Fifth Vice President of the Lutheran Church--Missouri Synod.  The packet will include information on the seminars being offered, list of hotels, etc.  Please note the cost savings for early registration.  Questions can be directed to Laurie Bredehoft, Education Administrative Assistant, at the Northwest District Office:  888-693-5267 or laurieb@nowlcms.org
NW DISTRICT SENIOR HIGH YOUTH GATHERING
October 2-4, 2009 - NW District Sr. High Youth Gathering at Washington Family Ranch near Antelope, Oregon!  Washington Family Ranch is formerly known as Wildhorse Young Life Camp.

The Gathering Theme is "The REAL Real World" based on 1 John 5:20 - “And we know that the Son of God has come and has given us understanding so that we may know Him who is true; and we are in Him who is true, in His Son Jesus Christ.  He is the true God and eternal life.”

Our keynote presenter for this event is Rev. Dean Nadasdy - Senior Pastor at Woodbury Lutheran Church in St. Paul, Minnesota.  Come and join us this Fall at Washington Family Ranch for the NW District Sr. High Youth Gathering!  For more information contact Jeff Kranich at 206-937-9330 or jkranich@hopeseattle.org
NATIONAL LCMS YOUTH GATHERING 2010
Jamie Walters, DCE at St. John Lutheran in Palmer, Alaska is your District Coordinator for this event.  Jamie will be sending out a letter with online gathering/registration information, and her plans as our District Coordinator. The registration process will take place totally online this year.  It will allow each church to start entering the youth information online beginning September 14.  You will not be able to actually send in your information until October 21.  You can continue to add names to your registration up until the time of the Youth Gathering.  To contact Jamie call 907-745-3338 or email dce@st-john-Lutheran.org
NEW PARTNERSHIP - LEARNING READINESS PROGRAM
New Hope Early Childhood Center has been selected by the Auburn School District for a new partnership in a learning readiness program.  Thanks to the regular participation of the staff in a series of workshops throughout last school year, the School District offered to include the program in its initial year.  The partnership offers the Early Childhood Center's program a full curriculum designed to prepare students for entry into the District's Kindergarten program ready for the next steps of learning.  In addition, the monthly training sessions and feedback meetings will support the work of the Early Childhood Center.

CONGREGATIONS, SCHOOLS, AND MINISTRY SERVICE ORGANIZATIONS
Reach your stewardship commitments through LCEF’s Joyful Response program, a FREE service that offers participants the ability to electronically transfer church offerings, tuition payments, or donations.

· For Churches: Your members fulfill stewardship commitments consistently.

· For Schools: Your families pay tuition timely.

· For LCMS Ministries: Your donors provide contributions conveniently.

Have your participants respond joyfully to your ministry with this free, convenient, stewardship-minded service. Joyful Response.

LCEF SUPPORTS YOUTH GROUPS AT THE 2010 NATIONAL YOUTH GATHERING
A major concern for anyone who travels is handling money, and those attending the 2010 National Youth Gathering (congregation leaders, parents, and youth) are no different. LCEF wants your group’s experience to be fun, memorable, and safe. We can help by providing money management assistance before, during, and after the Gathering.

Before—Your youth group’s funds for the Gathering could be earning interest right now in an LCEF StewardAccount®. Youth groups can pay for registration fees, hotel bills, travel costs, meals, etc. all with the StewardAccount VISA® Check Card. With the StewardAccount Check Card there is no need to carry large amounts of cash.

During—While in New Orleans, visit the LCEF Exchange at the convention center for safe, convenient, on-site cash transactions. You can: cash traveler’s checks—FREE (no personal or third-party checks) and withdraw cash from authorized LCEF accounts—FREE. The LCEF Exchange will be staffed every day (including Saturday and Sunday) by LCEF personnel to ensure your access to fast and friendly service.

After—After the National Youth Gathering is over, your youth group can continue to invest with LCEF. Youth group dollars will earn competitive interest rates while providing low-cost loans to LCMS churches, schools, and rostered church workers—all helping to share the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

To learn more, go to LCEF’s Web site at www.lcef.org or call an Information Representative at 1-800-843-5233.

YOUTH SUPPORTS
Youth Supports is a monthly newsletter with articles written by those from our Northwest District who are involved in youth ministry. The newsletter is provided by the district's Youth Ministry Task Force and is intended to support and encourage all who are involved in working with youth in their congregation. Subjects range from more personal spiritual matters to practical suggestions for working with youth and helping them to grow in Christ.

How do we respond to those who come to us with a crisis that's happened in their lives? Brittany Closner, the Director of Christian Education at Pilgrim Lutheran in Spokane, WA,  has some words of wisdom based on the book of Job. Read about it in her article in this month's issue of Youth Supports. You can find a downloadable copy at this link: http://www.nowlcms.org/educational_services/YouthSupports06.aspx
Be sure to share the article with everyone in your congregation who is involved with youth. Set up a time to talk about the article and how it applies to you and your youth ministry setting.  To read the linked article, you'll need to have Acrobat Reader®. You can get it for free if you don't yet have it by going to: http://www.adobe.com/products/acrobat/readstep2.html
LEADERSHIP ADVANCEMENT PROCESS
Fall online courses are in place with Christian Faith (Doctrine) beginning September 12 and Teaching the Faith beginning September 19.  Students may enroll at www.cu-portland.edu/lap or contact Lenette Schuldheisz at lschuldheisz@cu-portland.edu for more information.

The LAP summer conference was blessed with sharing from Deacon David Sternbeck and information about the amazing ministry that is occurring on the Olympic Peninsula.  Pastor Ted Kriefall lead some in-depth Bible Studies, and Pastor Keith Eilers shared about the "Bowens System Theory" and the challenges that can befall a leader.  LAP Director Steve Henderson shared the new "No-Frills Self-Study" courses that are available for leaders at this link:  http://www.nowlcms.org/ExpandingMinistries/OutreachResources.aspx
STUDENT AID 2009-2010
Please visit the District website for information regarding Student Aid for undergraduate and graduate students enrolled at Concordia Universities in professional church work programs leading to a rostered position, and seminary students enrolled at one of the Concordia seminaries.  The District Financial Aid Form must be completed and submitted to your school’s Financial Aid Department each year you are enrolled.  The form is available at www.lcms.org or at http://www.nowlcms.org/FAQ_Detail.aspx?FID=57.  If you have any questions that cannot be answered by the website, please call or email studentaid@nowlcms.org 

TRACKING THE SPIRIT
What is this Tracking the Spirit movement anyway? How is it that these sessions Dr. Denny Langston and Pastor Denny Lorenz share provide an avenue for people in our District to feel so moved toward sharing Jesus? How is it that participating in an inquiry into God’s plan for your life would create not only freedom to be who you already are, but also the inspiration and stamina to do something about it?

The Holy Spirit is moving through Tracking the Spirit. Here are a few comments that have recently been shared –

“My life will never be the same. When we are baptized we are forgiven. But we forget that we’ve already been forgiven. When the two Denny’s were here, Denny Langston looked me straight in the eye and said ‘you have to teach.’ Now our Pastor has asked me to be head elder and I am soon to teach an adult Bible class using the material you sent.”

“This is what I have been looking for. I have known for a long time that I was saved by grace through faith in Jesus Christ and I could never work my way into peace with God. What I heard for the first time this week is that I am included in the promise that every Christian is God’s special workmanship, especially created and gifted with God’s grace to do the work.”

God uses Tracking the Spirit to deliver the message the Holy Spirit has for you. If you wish to schedule Tracking the Spirit at your church, please call or email Patti Maggiora at 503-288-8383 or pattim@nowlcms.org. Your life, and the life of your church may never be the same.

HOW INCLUSIVE IS YOUR CHURCH AND CONGREGATION?
Did you know that 20% of our population has a physical or mental disability? According to ADA someone with a disability is “a person with a physical or mental impairment that substantially limits one or more of major life activities.” How inclusive is your congregation in welcoming people who may not look or act like the other 80%?

Thanks to the leadership of Art & Carol Wahlers, the Northwest District has an active Disabilities Task Force. Art & Carol led and have just retired from this group after six years of diligent effort elevating the importance of inclusiveness in welcoming persons with disabilities into our congregations. A significant milestone of their efforts is the District Resolution 2-06A - TO MEMORIALIZE THE SYNOD TO INCLUDE DISABILITIES AWARENESS MINISTRY TRAINING IN THE CURRICULA OF SYNOD'S SEMINARIES AND UNIVERSITIES which passed at our recent convention. This group's dream is that this resolution will also be passed at next year’s Synodical Convention.

Would you like to know more about how your congregation can become more inclusive? Click on this link to access the “Through the Door – Into the Heart” packet.

http://www.nowlcms.org/Resources/ResourceDocs-CongServ/Distabilities-Awareness-Task-Force.pdf
You will be guided how to start and through resources which will enable you to be welcoming and to tap into the gifts your disabled friends are likely very eager to share. Perhaps they are just waiting to be asked. For more information about this task force, contact Patti Maggiora at 503-288-8383 or pattim@nowlcms.org. 
 

DEDICATION - GEORGE R WHITE LIBRARY AND LEARNING CENTER
Mark your calendars for Wednesday, August 26, 2009; 10:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. when Concordia University will dedicate the George R. White Library and Learning Center.  In celebration of this extraordinary event, Concordia is also hosting an Open House for the Community on Saturday, August 29, 2009.  This all-day event (10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.) includes tours, activities, freebies and much more.  A detailed schedule will be available in the near future at www.cu-portland.edu.  We also encourage you to visit the Concordia website and watch daily progress through a live camera.

CONCORDIA UNIVERSITY - FALL MISSION FESTIVAL
On Sunday, September 27 from 2:30 to 6:00 pm, Rev. Dr. Paul Gossman, Pastor at Peace Lutheran Church in Covington, WA, will present the topic, "We're Not in Kansas Anymore:  Missionary Tools for Finding Your Way in the Post-Church Culture". We live more and more in a post-church world that actually resembles the pre-church context of the frontier missionary in many ways.   Building on his years as a missionary in Asia, Latin America and urban Chicago, Rev. Dr. Paul Gossman will present a practical workshop on tools for analyzing the community context within which we do ministry and then engaging that community effectively with the Gospel.  This seminar will take place in Luther Hall, Room 121 from 2:30 to 6:00.  The registration fee is $12, which includes a supper in a box. For more information, please call Jim Pressnell at 503-493-6574 or email him at jpressnell@cu-portland.edu.

SCHOOL OF MANAGEMENT ADDS "ONE-OF-A-KIND" CHINA BUSINESS PROGRAM
The growth of China’s economy in the last quarter of a century is unparalleled with lasting implications for many NW companies.  China is Oregon’s second largest trading partner and will soon pass Japan as the second largest work economy behind the United States.  Concordia MBA students and MBA alumni can now experience first-hand knowledge of Chinese business practices as the School of Management launches China Experience, a “one-of-a-kind” China business program in spring of 2010.  Two new faculty members oversee the program: Dr. Randall Donahue, chairman of the MBA program, director of the China program, and professor of Global Business; and Dr. Thomas Kindel, visiting professor of Asian Business.  The 16-week China Experience features a rigorous curriculum of classes held at Concordia University, Portland and Soochow University in Suzhou, China (Portland’s Sister City).  Students will work closely with NW companies such as Nike, Esco Corporation, National Oilwell Varco, Golder & Associates and KIC International, and will spend a week consulting on pre-arranged projects in the firms’ Suzhou or Shanghai offices. 

For additional information or to find out how your organization can become involved, contact the School of Management at 503-493-6250.  Individuals interested in participating should contact Carrie Duffey at cduffey@cu-portland.edu or 503-493-6293.

PEACEMAKER MINISTRIES - CONFLICT COACHING AND MEDIATION TRAINING
Peacemaker Ministries is offering Conflict Coaching & Mediation Training at St. Michael Lutheran Church, 6700 NE 29th Avenue, Portland, OR, November 12-14, 2009.  This training is designed to serve as a foundation for biblical peacemaking.  Conflict coaching equips you to coach an individual to go one-on-one to the other party of conflict to settle differences, just between the two of them, using a personal peacemaking response.  Mediation training equips you to assist all parties involved in a conflict to seek a resolution and reconciliation. 

Register for these events online or call Peacemaker Ministries at 406.256.1583 X123.
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