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JULY 1, 2010

	A WORD FROM YOUR DISTRICT PRESIDENT:
It’s hard to believe it’s already been a year since last summer’s District convention. My life has undergone some considerable change in the past year, and now the District staff is experiencing some more. The District’s Business Manager, Martha Conboy, has retired as of June 30. We offer our heartfelt thanks to her for her faithful and loving service, and we praise God for bringing her to us. In the same breath we welcome Marilyn Allen, our new Business Manager. Marilyn brings a rich background and a heart for service and ministry to her new role, and we thank God for answering our prayers in giving us a new partner in ministry. 

I ask for your prayers for your District staff and for the delegates to the Synod convention. May God grant us courage and strength for the work He has given us, and may He provide us with a special measure of wisdom as we live and share the Gospel.

LCMS CONVENTION - ONE PEOPLE - FORGIVEN - JULY 10-17
As we gather as One People - Forgiven in convention, the Northwest District website will be updated daily with Reflections on the Convention from Northwest District Secretary Langdon Reinke at this link: 

http://www.nowlcms.org/General_Services/SynodConv10.aspx
You are encouraged to check this site and the LCMS convention site for up to date News on the convention. 

CIRCUIT COUNSELORS RETREAT
PLEASE PRAY for the CIRCUIT COUNSELORS at RETREAT – August 31 – September 2, 2010  
All Northwest District Circuit Counselors will meet together with President Linnemann and District Vice Presidents the end of August in Portland, OR.  This is their annual retreat to meet together for encouragement, spiritual nurturing and ministry growth.  Please keep them in prayer as they seek to serve God and our Northwest District congregations.

NATIONAL YOUTH GATHERING UPDATE
The dates for the National Youth Gathering are July 17-21, 2010, and will be held in New Orleans and information is available though the National Youth Gathering website: www.lcmsgathering.com.

For those that have signed up for the Riverboat Cruise, the cruise information and map along with the hotel list and map can be found on our website at: http://www.nowlcms.org/educational_services/Youth.aspx. 

The BLOG (NYG 2010: Northwest District Blog: http://nyg2010nwd.blogspot.com) will be the main source of communication in the future months. 

Jamie L Walters, DCE _ NYG NORTHWEST DISTRICT COORDINATOR can be reached at: ST JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH • PO BOX 774 • PALMER, AK 99645 •Office: 907.745.3338 or Cell: 907.355.1456 • DCE@ST-JOHN-LUTHERAN.ORG
KALEIDOSCOPE 2010
Those young people eligible to apply include confirmed high school youth beginning with those entering 10th grade in the fall of ‘2010’ through the class of ‘2010’ graduates.  Enrollment is limited to 35 youth and no more than four per congregation.  The dates for Kaleidoscope 2010 are August 1-6 and will be at Delano Bay Christian Camp, Lakebay, WA.  Go online at our website http://www.nowlcms.org/educational_services/Youth.aspx and check it out for more information.

NW DISTRICT TEACHERS CONFERENCE
The Teacher’s Conference is scheduled for November 3-5, 2010 and will again be held in Seaside, OR at the convention center.  This year there will be 4 workshops offered along with an additional seminar on Wednesday for the Early Childhood Directors.  Registration packets are scheduled to be mailed out in August. 

Information on the Teachers Conference is updated at this link: http://www.nowlcms.org/educational_services/conferences.aspx#2010Teachers
OUTREACH IDEA
St. John Lutheran Church, Vancouver, WA has an outreach ministry in cooperation with Angel Food Ministries.  This ministry provides a way to cut your food budget by buying in bulk with other churches in the area. See the links below for more information.

https://www.angelfoodministries.com/menus/menu_2010-07_en.asp Menu for July
https://www.angelfoodministries.com/hosts.asp?name=&city=Vancouver&state=47&zip=&miles=20&search=Search 

There are locations in the Portland/Vancouver metro area. For locations in other areas of Northwest District, simply enter your city or zip code on their home page and search!

Watch an upcoming issue of Northwest Passage for more information about how St. John’s Church began their outreach ministry with Angel Food Ministries. If your church is looking for a way to help your local community, this may be one way you can. If you are interested in volunteering to help, contact Kristina Walther at angelfood@stjohnlc.com or 360-448-8281.

TRACKING THE SPIRIT
Comments from recent sessions – 

“It is different from what I thought it was about. It is so uplifting to hear you share how the Holy Spirit lives within us. Now I have a better idea of what I can do with what God has given me. The best advice is to “be yourself.” I already know the amazing faith in God. If I be myself, that faith will be revealed to others. I am refreshed and strengthened by the session. Thank you and God bless you!”
To schedule a Tracking the Spirit session for your congregation to grow or expand their discipleship focus, contact pattim@nowlcms.org with a few dates in mind.

We are currently scheduling for August and later. During the summer months, two consecutive week nights work best. September and beyond, Friday eve/Saturday morning work best for most although we will consider any date that works for your congregation. 

NORTHWEST PASSAGE
If you haven’t already done so, we would appreciate you, your leadership team, and congregation completing the survey at this link. Sign up to receive Northwest Passage electronically here so that we can continue our transition to more electronic copies than printed ones in order that we reduce printing costs further. Thanks! 

PLANTING SEEDS
At last count there are 15 churches in the Northwest District with a community garden on their church property. What a terrific way to connect the community to your church, provide a prayer garden for contemplation, connect older and younger people in your congregation, connect with neighbors of different ethnic origins who may be interested in space to garden and provide a source of healthy food for members of your church and your community. For inspiration and resources, click here http://www.nowlcms.org/ExpandingMinistries/Gardens.aspx.

If you have a garden and would like to share a story about how it is serving your community or if you would like to start a garden and aren’t sure where to begin, please contact Patti Maggiora in Expanding Ministries at pattim@nowlcms.org. 

CHRISTIAN REFUGEES FROM BURMA
Multicultural Community Services (a program of Lutheran Community Services NW) has started resettling refugees from Burma in Vancouver, WA. They are also seeking household item donations such as telephones, waste baskets, car seats, pots and pans, mattresses and pillows, silverware and other household items for the families. In some cases, these refugees have been living in camps for years, and find the American way of life to be totally foreign. They are not only learning English upon arrival here, but are also learning basic life skills like how to use a washing machine. For more information or to help in some way contact Joe Asbridge, Special Projects Coordinator, Lutheran Community Services NW, (360) 694-5624 ext. 30, jasbridge@lcsnw.org
ETHNIC AND SPECIAL MINISTRY – WE NEED YOUR HELP!
We would like to post accurate information on our website about ethnic and/or special ministries throughout the district so those seeking to worship with others of their similar background have a resource to find a place to do so. If your church has any form of ethnic and/or special ministry, please let us know by completing this brief online form: 

http://www.nowlcms.org/ExpandingMinistries/MinistryForm.aspx
CENTER FOR PRAYER RENEWAL PLANS PHASE I RETREAT IN PORTLAND AREA 
A PHASE I CPR retreat focusing on Spiritual Formation through Prayer is being planned for October 25-27, 2010 in the Portland-Metro area. Retreats run from 1PM (day one) through Noon (day three). Location is TBD. Cost for room and meals is $160 per person. If you are interested, please contact Susan Olson susano@nowlcms.org or 1-888-693-5267 ext 120 or 503-288-8383 in the Portland-Metro area. Space is limited. To find out more about CPR and the retreat description(s) go to http://www.nowlcms.org/Prayer/CPR.aspx  Scroll down and click "Retreat Brochure" for discription information (Phase I) 

VIEW/SUBMIT YOUR PRAYER REQUESTS 24 HOURS A DAY!
Prayer Requests are now available REAL TIME at http://www.northwestdistrictprayer.wordpress.com. Submit your prayer requests by sending an email to movu758hake@post.wordpress.com.

Don't want to make your request through the internet? Call our NEW secure prayer request line 503-282-5089 press 9 and leave a message. Follow the instructions in the message. If you want someone to pray with you immediately, please call the district office 1-888-693-5267 or 503-288-8383 and ask for a member of our Prayer Team. 
LCMS PRAYER VIGIL DURING CONVENTION
Beginning July 11 a Prayer Vigil will be going 24 x 7 for the Convention. You are invited to pray along with those who signed up as participants for the proceedings of the convention and for the work of Synod as a whole as we gather together to be One People - Forgiven.
EVERYDAY PURCHASES SUPPORT WORLD MISSIONS
Every time you make a purchase with a LCEF StewardAccount VISA debit card a donation is made to the Art Haake World Mission Fund – helping LCMS missions throughout the world reach those who do not yet know Christ. Don’t have a StewardAccount? Go to www.lcef.org to find out more, or contact Susan Olson susano@nowlcms.org  To reach her by phone, call the Northwest District 1-888-693-5267 or 503-288-8383 ext 120 in the Portland-Metro area.

NEW FCC REGULATION FOR WIRELESS MICROPHONES EFFECTIVE 6/12/10
A new FCC regulation that requires wireless microphones to not use the 700 MHz bandwidth began June 12, 2010. Here is a link to the FCC Web page:

http://www.fcc.gov/cgb/wirelessmicrophones/
YOU SHOULD KNOW: Some microphone companies will give rebates when you purchase a new 500 or 900 Mhz microphone and turn in your 700 Mhz unit. You may want to ask about this possibility if you need to purchase new microphones.

CONCORDIA UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF LAW
Concordia University School of Law had their official ground-breaking June 22, 2010. We intend to create a new legacy in the heart of downtown Boise, ID by graduating legal, civic and business leaders from a law school with curriculum that integrates giving back and building a better world. 

If you'd like to learn more about Concordia University School of Law, please call 208-955-1001 or visit us online at www.concordialaw.com
CONCORDIA UNIVERSITY - PORTLAND RECEIVES GRANT TO HELP ARCHIVE HISTORIC DOCUMENTS OF THE UNIVERSITY AND THE NORTHWEST DISTRICT
Historically and religiously significant archives at Concordia University and six other liberal arts universities in the Northwest will soon be catalogued and made more widely available as the result of a $123,188 grant from The National Historical Publications and Records Commission (NHPRC) of the National Archives and Records Administration.  At Concordia, the archival work will take place at the new George R. White Library & Learning Center, which houses the archives of both Concordia University and the LCMS Northwest District.  These archives provide a unique description of the development of Lutheran education and congregational ministry among the German settlers of the Pacific Northwest. 

If you have questions about the Northwest District Archives you may email: Archivist@nowlcms.org or check the following link on the Northwest District Website:http://www.nowlcms.org/Archives/Collection-Guide.aspx
LIBRARY EVENTS AT GEORGE R WHITE LIBRARY AND LEARNING CENTER (CU)
This summer, the Albina Branch of the Multnomah County Library will conduct three family story times in the Jody Thurston Northwest Center for Children’s Literature. They are set for Tuesdays at 10 am on June 29, July 27, and August 10, and are hosted by Albina Youth Librarian Nina Kramer. For adults, Albina Branch Administrator Lisa White will lead one Pageturner’s book group at Concordia University on Wednesday, July 14 at 7 pm.

CHORAL CAMP AT CAMP LUTHERWOOD
Grades 5-9 are offered a unique opportunity to build vocal and choral skills, learn music theory and history of foundational composers of the Church while enjoying the camp setting with their counselor and camp friends. Dates are August 15-20, 2010. To register for the choral camp contact the Lutherwood offices at 1185 Roy Road, Bellingham, WA or call (360) 734-7652 or check out their website at:

http://www.camplutherwood.org/register/index.shtml
PUBLICATIONS AVAILABLE ONLINE: 
· NW Passage
· LCEF News
· YOUTH Supports
· Early Childhood Encourager
CLASSIFIED ADS and CALENDAR OF EVENTS:
The District Classified Ads page is updated monthly as well as events on the District Calendar of Events.

SEARCH ENGINE ON DISTRICT WEBSITE:
Go to our website and try out the search engine in the box under the mission statement on the home page - you can enter a word and see what resources may be available - give it a try: http://www.nowlcms.org/default.aspx#Search
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