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	ONE PEOPLE - FORGIVEN - SYNOD CONVENTION 2010 - 
FROM PRESIDENT LINNEMANN
This July will find our church gathering for the 2010 Synod Convention in Houston. There are a number of front burner issues that will be brought before the convention, and I want to ask you to be in prayer for the delegates and the decisions they will be making. The first edition of Today’s Business is available on the Synod’s website at http://www.lcms.org/pages/convention_internal.asp?NavID=17031.

I’m also very thankful for the opportunities I have had over the past weeks to meet with many of you. You continue to be in my prayers and remembrances to our heavenly Father.

 

God bless you and keep you in His care.

PORTLAND/VANCOUVER REGIONAL EARLY CHILDHOOD DIRECTOR’S MEETING
The last regional meeting will be Friday, June 11th from 12:30-3:00 PM.  We will meet at the District Office.  Our speaker is Linda Trier who serves on the Disaster Recovery Response Team of the NW District.  She will share with you ways in which you can be prepared in your home and in your preschool for any disaster.  Remember, we start with lunch at 12:30 pm.

NATIONAL YOUTH GATHERING UPDATE
The Riverboat Cruise has been planned for 6:00 pm on Wednesday evening, July 21st and the deadline for reserving a ticket was June 1, 2010.  All those who are planning on attending will receive a wristband which is your ticket to the dinner cruise.  A map of the location will be sent to the chaperone responsible for each group. 

The T-shirt order has been placed.  T-shirts will be mailed to you or if you are relatively close to the District office you may want to stop by and pick them up.  You will be notified when T-shirts are ready and arrangements will be made at that time.

The dates for the National Youth Gathering are July 17-21, 2010, and will be held in New Orleans. Information is available though the National Youth Gathering website: www.lcmsgathering.com.

The BLOG (NYG 2010: Northwest District Blog: http://nyg2010nwd.blogspot.com) will be the main source of communication in the future months.

INsideOUT
The 2010 LCMS National Children’s Ministry Workshop; August 12-13, 2010. This first-time event is sponsored by LCMS Children’s Ministry and co-hosted by the North Wisconsin District and Trinity Lutheran Church, Wausau, WI.

This National Children's Ministry Workshop will . . . 
· Motivate for mission and ministry in the home, next door, across the street, around the corner.

· Provide opportunity to connect with early childhood educators, Directors of Children's Ministry, Directors of Christian Education, pastors and other church work professionals and volunteers.

· Expand imagination and thinking, providing useable tools and action steps.

· Provide a vision for possibilities.

· Encourage the weary and motivate the stuck.

Who should attend?
People who are leading and serving in various areas of children’s ministry: early childhood directors and teachers, volunteer teachers, directors of children’s ministry, directors of Christian education, directors of family ministry, Sunday school superintendents, pastors, and others.
Full registration fee with completed registration form must be postmarked no later than June 30. To download the information, registration packet, conference schedule or register online go to http://www.lcms.org/pages/internal.asp?NavID=16719.

KALEIDOSCOPE 2010
Young people who are eligible to apply include confirmed high school youth beginning with those entering 10th grade in the fall of ‘2010’ through the class of ‘2010’ graduates.  Enrollment is limited to 35 youth (no more than four per congregation).  The dates for Kaleidoscope 2010 are August 1-6 and will be at Delano Bay Christian Camp, Lakebay, WA.  Go online to our website http://www.nowlcms.org/educational_services/Youth.aspx and check it out for more information.

NORTHWEST DISTRICT SUMMER SERVANT EVENTS
Are you looking for a project for your youth for this summer? For a calendar of District Youth and Youth Worker Servant Events, check out this link:

http://www.nowlcms.org/educational_services/Youth.aspx#DistrictYouthCalendar
PLANNING A VACATION OR NEED RAINY DAY FUNDS?
Now might be a great time to begin putting aside funds for that vacation by using the monthly electronic deposit plan with LCEF's Family Emergency StewardAccount. Along with this account being a perfect “rainy day” account, it could also serve as an easy way to develop a vacation fund. $25 is all that is needed…find out more at this link: http://www.nowlcms.org/LCEF/News.aspx and click on "current news".

CENTER FOR PRAYER RENEWAL PLANS PHASE I RETREAT IN PORTLAND AREA 
A PHASE I CPR retreat focusing on Spiritual Formation through Prayer is being planned for October 25-27, 2010 in the Portland-Metro area. Retreats run from 1PM (day one) through Noon (day three). Location is TBD. Cost for room and meals is $160 per person. If you are interested, please contact Susan Olson susano@nowlcms.org or 1-888-693-5267 ext 120 or 503-288-8383 in the Portland-Metro area. Space is limited. To find out more about CPR and the retreat description(s) go to http://www.nowlcms.org/Prayer/CPR.aspx  Scroll down and click "Retreat Brochure" for description information (Phase I).

Please be aware that the dates for the Portland Retreat are NOT listed on the website. 
CONCORDIA PLAN SERVICES – RETIREMENT PLAN
If you are currently working and enrolled in the Concordia Retirement Plan, your annual Personal Statement of Benefits (PSOB) is in the mail!

During the last week of May 2010, Concordia Plan Services mailed the annual Personal Statement of Benefits (PSOB) to those enrolled in the Concordia Retirement Plan.  The PSOB is an overview of the many comprehensive benefits made available to you through your employer.  There are also directions and a password to access an online statement for more comprehensive information and a tool to create future projections.  This is your opportunity to check that dependents are properly enrolled and that Concordia Plan Services has correct information on file. 

The goal of Concordia Plan Services is to increase your awareness of the benefits and services you have today -- and are accruing for tomorrow!

TRACKING THE SPIRIT
· To schedule a Tracking the Spirit session for your congregation to grow or expand their discipleship focus, contact pattim@nowlcms.org with a few dates in mind.

· We are currently scheduling for July and later. During the summer months, consider two consecutive week nights. After September, Friday eve/Saturday morning work best.

NORTHWEST PASSAGE SUMMER ISSUE DEADLINE
Deadline for the next issue is June 28, 2010. Send articles to pattim@nowlcms.org or NW District Office, 1700 NE Knott St., Portland, OR 97212. Please refer to guidelines for articles and photos at this link –

http://www.nowlcms.org/Resources/Publications/NWPassagePubRequirements.2010.pdf
For the newest issue of Northwest Passage, click here. We appreciate you, your leadership team, and congregation completing the survey on the back page. Submit online at this link. Sign up to receive Northwest Passage electronically here.

THE LUTHERAN SCHOOL PORTAL
The Lutheran School Portal is an LCMS web based resource for Lutheran Educators around the world. The Portal provides teaching resources, information from District and National officers, as well as technology tools to help you with your day to day ministry. It is a tool for encouraging, connecting, and informing. The Northwest District will pay for one half of your yearly fee and your renewal fee each year. This year new items that may be of interest to you:

1. Thriving School Survey- This survey is being offered at no cost if you renew or sign up for a portal subscription. It was developed and used first in the Michigan district and then by a number of schools throughout the Synod. Schools that subscribe to the portal before June 15, 2010, will have access to the survey at no additional fee (a $195 value). As this school year draws to a close, it is a great time to conduct the survey and use the data to assist in planning for the new school year. To request your schools' PIN for the survey, please submit the Thriving Schools order form with your portal subscription.

2. School Town- Licenses have been obtained which will allow 2 teachers, from each of the first 200 schools that subscribe to the portal, free access to School Town for the 2010-2011 school year. This is a savings of $100 per teacher/per year. To nominate two of your teachers (grades 3-8) for this offer, please submit the School Town Registration form with your portal subscription.

3. Atomic Learning- Atomic Learning provides a wealth of on-line training resources for educators. As we retool for 21st Century teaching it is important to provide access to professional development materials. Atomic Learning will provide a discount for all Lutheran School Portal members.

4. Webinar Recordings- Throughout this Spring, LCMS School Ministry has partnered with LCEF to bring a series of Webinars to our schools. Focusing on issues related to funding our schools; the recordings of these webinars are available for viewing on the Lutheran School Portal.  The forms can be found on our website: http://www.nowlcms.org/educational_services/Schools.aspx.

ANNUAL REPORTING FORMS FOR COMMISSIONED MINISTERS
There are still a few commissioned ministers (with current status of Candidate, Non-candidate and Emeritus) who have not returned forms to the District office.  This form is required in order for you to maintain your roster status with the Synod.  Please consider sending the form in as soon as possible. This form was due in our office January 31, 2010.   We would like very much to hear from you.  If you have questions, please feel free to contact Laurie Bredehoft, administrative assistant of Education Services, at laurieb@nowlcms.org or 888-693-5267 or 503-288-8383 in the Portland area.

CHILDREN'S MINISTRY LEADERSHIP TRAINING
Children's Ministry Leadership Training equips volunteers and professionals in effectiveness as they engage in ministries with and to children and their families. Each four week workshop is lead by a professional instructor with expertise in the subject area. Weekly readings, videos, hands-on tasks relevant to early childhood ministry and a one-hour conference call connect participants with lively discussion and helpful learning insights. Each four week workshop is $100.00 for the first person and $25.00 for each additional person from the same congregation, plus materials. These workshops are offered online.

Click Here to download a brochure describing in detail the training offered including outcomes and schedule of classes to be offered.
Click Here to apply for training. 
Click Here to login to the Applicant Gateway to update your profile or register for workshops.

CERTIFICATE PROGRAM IN CHILDREN, YOUTH & FAMILY MINISTRY 
Trinity Lutheran College (Everett, WA) will offer a three-week Certificate Program in Children, Youth & Family Ministry, January 3-21, 2011. The program is designed to equip church staff, volunteers, and pastors for effective leadership in congregational children, youth, and family ministry.

Students learn from a team of four faculty in a seminar format, including class discussions, presentations, videos, role plays, and more. Topics include biblical and theological foundations, Bible study methods, human lifespan development, creative programming, counseling and relational skills, and program administration. Housing is available.

For more information, visit www.tlc.edu/cyfcenter or contact Rev. David Ellingson at 425.249.4722 or david.ellingson@tlc.edu. 

TALENTS AND GIFTS SURVEY
Several people have requested a copy of a Talents & Gifts Survey. Thanks to Pastor Toby Joeckel at Mt Olive Lutheran Church in Yakima, WA for providing this sample survey. It can be found at the link below. Feel free to modify it to suit your needs.

http://www.nowlcms.org/resource.aspx?DID=4
SEED PLANTING AND OUTREACH TO YOUR COMMUNITY
Now is a good time to plant seeds and plants for this year’s bounty. If you have a garden on your church property as an outreach to your surrounding community (or if you would like one) please contact Patti Maggiora in Expanding Ministries pattim@nowlcms.org or 503-288-8383, x 123. We’d love to hear about your project and connect you with resources to guide your efforts. Check out this link for information and ideas – http://www.nowlcms.org/ExpandingMinistries/Gardens.aspx
WANT TO START OR ADD AN ORCHARD AT YOUR CHURCH?
Christ the Vine Lutheran Church in Damascus, Oregon has some trees available to any church in the district willing to pick them up. Trees were donated by the local Kiwanis Club for the orchard part of their lovely garden. There are a variety of trees, including apple. Contact Jackie in the church office mornings at 503-658-5650 or Jackie@christthevinelutheran.org. First come, first served.

POP QUIZ: WHAT IS A GEO MISSIONARY?
1. A missionary who majored in geography for their undergraduate degree

2. A missionary who specializes in outreach to geologists

3. A missionary who lives in a geodesic dome

4. A missionary who is globally engaged in outreach and serves for approximately 1-2 years

If you guessed 4, then you’re correct!
Formerly known as long-term volunteers or long-term missionaries, GEO missionaries serve on a mission field for terms that are longer than short-term missionaries, but shorter than career missionaries. They fill many roles, such as English teacher, development worker, HIV/AIDS education specialist, music teacher, communications specialist, and more! GEO missionaries focus on serving people in the name of Jesus and building relationships through their service that provide opportunities to share the Gospel.

If you know someone who you think might be gifted to serve in one of these roles in a cross-cultural setting, please contact Erin Alter, director of the GEO missionary program for more information. You can reach Erin at erin.alter@lcms.org or 1-800-433-3954, Ext. 1746. You can also browse current GEO service opportunities online at www.lcmsworldmission.org/searchopps. Listen to an audio interview with Erin on the LCMS World Mission blog. (http://blog.lcmsworldmission.org/2010/05/13/audio-interview-with-erin-alter/)

A BIBLE STUDY RESOURCE
The Bible on one sheet of paper can be found at this link – http://www.jrsbible.info/bible.htm
THRIVENT FINANCIAL MEMBER VOTE GIVES $1 MILLION TO CHARITY
Thrivent members recently voted to distribute $1 million among the following 10 national charities

· LCMS World Relief and Human Care - $192,122

· Lutheran Disaster Response         - $147,242

· ELCA World Hunger         - $145,345

· Habitat for Humanity International - $114,212

· LCMS World Mission - $112,315

· Feed My Starving Children - $ 99,465

· American Heart Association - $ 67,854

· WELS Committee on Relief - $ 57,281

· WELS Humanitarian Aid Committee - $ 32,987

· Lutheran Malaria Initiative - $ 31,176

Thrivent Financial will launch a second aspect of Thrivent Choice later this summer called Choice DollarsSM.  Here, eligible benefit members will be able to help direct funds to thousands of Lutheran nonprofit organizations, including Lutheran congregations.
CHORAL CAMP AT CAMP LUTHERWOOD
Children in grades 5-9 are offered a unique opportunity to build vocal and choral skills, learn music theory and history of foundational composers of the Church while enjoying the camp setting with their counselor and camp friends. Dates are August 15-20, 2010. To register for the choral camp contact the Lutherwood offices at 1185 Roy Road, Bellingham, WA or call (360) 734-7652 or check out their website at:

http://www.camplutherwood.org/register/index.shtml
HELP NEEDED IN AFGHANISTAN - CAN YOU HELP?
A request for items that are needed from a military chaplain in Afghanistan:

"we can use any and everything, especially baby wipes, foot/body powder, gum, drink mix packets, canned foods (ravioli, spagetti-o's, etc.).  I've already shipped 500+ boxes of supplies to about 30 other smaller bases that don't have a base exchange of any kind. Thanks,"

Send packages to:
Chaplain John A. Meyer
HHC 372nd ENG BDE
FOB Sharana
APO AE 09311

BUILDING HOPE AND HOMES IN HAITI
Here is your chance for hands on support of the thousands of victims of the tragic January 12th earthquake in Haiti.  Hundreds of thousands of folks have been living in make shift shelters and refugee camps for over 4 months now and together we can make a difference.

Please take a minute to look at the attachments and pictures from
LCMS World Relief & Human Care
http://www.lcms.org/ca/worldrelief/dnews/bhhh.pdf
And, here is a link to a few short videos about the project: http://www.lcms.org/pages/internal.asp?NavID=16815
SUGGESTED LINKS
Check out our Suggested Links page - events and resources that are submitted by readers of the NEWS NOW and members of the Northwest District as they find items that have been helfpful or share information on events that may be of value to congregations.

PUBLICATIONS AVAILABLE ONLINE: 
· NW Passage
· LCEF News
· YOUTH Supports
· Early Childhood Encourager 
CLASSIFIED ADS and CALENDAR OF EVENTS:
 
The District Classified Ads page is updated monthly as well as events on the District Calendar of Events.

SEARCH ENGINE ON DISTRICT WEBSITE:
Go to our website and try out the search engine in the box under the mission statement on the home page - you can enter a word and see what resources may be available - give it a try: http://www.nowlcms.org/default.aspx#Search

	 

	Submit a Prayer Request or Share an Answered Prayer
Subscribe to District Email Communications

	 
You may update your email address by hitting reply and typing your 
email address in the subject line. 
The Northwest District provides this information as a resource and does not necessarily endorse the sites which we provide links to. 
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