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	 A MESSAGE FROM PRESIDENT LINNEMANN:
Brothers and Sisters,

My heartfelt prayers are offered up to our Father for you always. While we can’t always communicate directly, I think of you often and entrust you to our Lord’s care.

The Synod convention is fast approaching, and all convention delegates are reminded to join us for our online meetings scheduled for June 5 and June 12. Information on how to connect to these meetings will be coming to you via email, and will also be posted on May 7, 2010 on the Synod Convention Resources page of our website: http://www.nowlcms.org/General_Services/SynodConv10.aspx
Please include the preparation for this milestone convention in your prayers. Christ is risen! He is risen indeed!

Paul Linnemann
GOODBYE AND WELCOME!!
When I was hired and stepped through the door of the District Office 10 years ago, little did I realize how fulfilling and rewarding it would be to work for the Lord in this mission field He calls the “Northwest District”. The past 10 years will forever be etched in my memory as some of the best and I am appreciative of the opportunity to have served the Lord, and each of you, as Business Manager of the Northwest District. I officially retire on June 30, 2010, and as I step through this next door in my life, I am assured that God has great things planned and I am excited about the future. My life has truly been blessed and forever touched by many of you – I shall cherish the memories.

We have hired a new Business Manager—her name is Marilyn Allen and she will officially come on board May 17, 2010. Marilyn is a Navy brat and her husband, Jeff, is a Lutheran educator who has 30 years experience in teaching and administration. Marilyn has a degree in Business Administration with an emphasis on finance. Marilyn has a strong non-profit and financial background having spent several years working in Lutheran schools and churches, along with other non-profit agencies, in the Seattle and Eugene area. In addition to Marilyn’s many gifts and talents, she will bring to the position a heart for ministry and love for her Lord. We are confident that Marilyn will be a blessing to the Northwest District and its ministries and workers. Please join the District staff and give Marilyn a warm welcome to the family!!

Martha Conboy
INTENTIONAL INTERIM MINISTRY IN THE NOW - 
THANK YOU, PASTOR PAUL SCHMIDT!
After 10 years of faithful ministry as Director of Intentional Interim Ministry for the Northwest District, Rev. Paul Schmidt is retiring. We praise and thank God for Pastor Schmidt’s faithful nurturing of this ministry for congregations who are in transition of called pastoral staff. Pastor Schmidt, you will be missed! The program has flourished under your direction, and the pastors who are trained to be Intentional Interim Pastors are a gift to the congregations they serve.

President Linnemann is pleased to announce that Rev. Erwin Wichner has agreed to serve as the new Director of Intentional Interim Ministry.

A note from Pastor Paul Schmidt…

Intentional Interim Pastors of the NWD,
This email is to inform you that Pastor Erwin Wichner (swichner@yahoo.com; (503) 681-4825 Home, (503) 523-7919 Cell) will now be serving as Northwest District coordinator of Intentional Interim Ministry. Pastor Wichner and I have met with DP Linnemann to encourage vigorous promotion of this special ministry in the future.
I thank you for your friendship and cooperation in the past 10 years as I have served as NWD IIM Coordinator.
Paul M. Schmidt
FIVE CUS SCHOOLS WILL OFFER FREE TUITION TO VETERANS
Beginning this fall, eligible veterans of the U.S. armed forces receiving full Chapter 33 benefits can earn a graduate or undergraduate degree tuition-free from at least five of the Synod's 10 Concordia University System (CUS) schools nationwide. Housing and other fees still apply, however.

Under the Post-9/11 Veterans Educational Assistance Act of 2008, veterans and other qualified military personnel are eligible to receive a subsidy for tuition that is equivalent to the highest tuition of any public institution in the state. Under the national program, half of the difference between a CUS school's tuition and the veteran's subsidy is covered by the university, and the other half will come from the federal government through the Yellow Ribbon Program.

The benefit applies only to those qualified veterans who are accepted to and enroll as full-time graduate or undergraduate students.

"Concordia University is proud to partner with the federal government to provide the maximum benefit to our veterans so that they may fulfill their dream of obtaining a bachelor's or a master's degree," said Dr. Mark Wahlers, provost of Concordia University, Portland, Ore. "Through our numerous faculty members who have served our forces, we have a history of supporting the ambitions of the individuals who serve our country.

"Helping veterans achieve a degree, particularly in these challenging economic times, is the least that Concordia can do to thank our veterans for their service."

WHO ARE THE PEOPLE IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD?
NOW YOU CAN KNOW WITH FREE ON-LINE DEMOGRAPHIC SERVICES!
Lutheran Church Extension Fund has long been a resource of demographics for churches, but we have recently changed to a company called MissionInsite to make the data more accessible. MI is a web-based, user-friendly service designed for use by the Christian Community. You no longer need to order a demographic study through LCEF. The system allows the local church or school to logon and run as many reports and maps as desired… For more information and other LCEF highlights, link to the Northwest District LCEF News http://www.nowlcms.org/LCEF/News.aspx and click on the "current news" link.

LCEF Quick Quiz: Which church installed 600 trusses and 33,000 square feet of roofing in a remodel that fixed the “leaks” and established an easily located entrance? FIND OUT AT THE LCEF NEWS LINK ABOVE!

CENTER FOR PRAYER RENEWAL - 
RETREATS WELCOME ALL WHO DESIRE TO ATTEND!
The CPR retreat has changed the way I pray and worship. I have found deeper prayer and more constant awareness of God's presence in my life. I pray all the time, even in meetings, at work, and while going about my daily activities. As a result, my relationship with Christ is deeper than it has ever been. The meditation on the Scriptures portion was also very helpful and I found that even familiar passages have new meaning and application in the daily walk as a Christian. - Retreat attendee

More information about CPR and retreats can be found at http://www.nowlcms.org/Prayer/CPR.aspx scroll down to find retreat information or contact: Susan Olson (CPR registrar) susano@nowlcms.org. 

Looking for resources about prayer? click on this link http://www.nowlcms.org/Prayer/PrayerResources.aspx
NATIONAL YOUTH GATHERING UPDATE
Registrants for the Youth Gathering should now have their housing information. The order form for Riverboat Cruise which has been planned for 6:00 pm on Wednesday evening, July 21st has been emailed  to all registrants. The cost of the cruise will be $45 per person. Reservations and payment are due in the District Office by June 1st.

The dates for the National Youth Gathering are July 17-21, 2010, and will be held in New Orleans and information is available though the National Youth Gathering website: www.lcmsgathering.com.

Contact DCE Jamie Walters, National Youth Gathering Coordinator for the Northwest District at (907) 745-3338 (office) or (907) 355-1456 (Cell) for more information or check the Northwest District Youth Gathering Blog at this link: http://nyg2010nwd.blogspot.com
ADMINISTRATORS CONFERENCE - MAY 5-7, 2010
CLARION HOTEL - PORTLAND AIRPORT
The administrator’s conference schedule and online registration information has been sent via email invitation to administrators. The conference will begin at 4:00 pm on Wednesday, May 5th. The Registration link, conference schedule, arrival information and mileage reimbursement forms are available on our website at http://www.nowlcms.org/educational_services/conferences.aspx. Our Guest speaker is Dr. Randy Tani, author of “Fallacies in Education”.

KALEIDOSCOPE 2010
Those young people eligible to apply include confirmed high school youth beginning with those entering 10th grade in the fall of ‘2010’ through the class of ‘2010’ graduates. Enrollment is limited to 35 youth and no more than four per congregation. The dates for Kaleidoscope 2010 are August 1-6 and will be at Delano Bay Christian Camp, Lakebay, WA. Go online at our website http://www.nowlcms.org/educational_services/Youth.aspx and check it out for more information.

LOCAL SERVANT EVENT - ASCENSION SOCCER CLINIC
Ascension Lutheran Church is again holding their Soccer Clinic here in Portland. The dates will be June 16-27, 2010 for ages 15 and up. Pastor Jim Sprengle is the contact person if you are interested in registering for this event. The cost per person is $100 and the maximum number of Servants is 60. Call Jim at 503-665-8821 to register or for questions. Servants will...

· conduct (coach) a multicultural soccer clinic for disadvantaged youth in the Rockwood community. 

· perform local servant events for disabled adults & homeless high school youth in the greater Portland area. 

· assist with community barbeque. 

· may assist with children’s chapel lessons. 

· and assist in a worship service on the final day. 

The clinic is FREE for participants and runs M-F, 6/21-6/25 - 9:30-11:30 3yr olds through 5th grade and M-F, 6/21-6/25 - 1-3pm 6th, 7th & 8th Grades.

TRACKING THE SPIRIT 
We are currently scheduling for July and later. During the summer months, consider two consecutive week nights. After September, Friday eve/Saturday morning work best. If you wish to schedule a session for your congregation to grow or expand their discipleship focus, contact pattim@nowlcms.org with a few dates in mind.

NORTHWEST PASSAGE
For the newest issue of Northwest Passage, click here. We appreciate you, your leadership team, and congregation completing the survey on the back page. Submit the survey online at this link. http://www.nowlcms.org//CurrentPublications/NWPassageSurvey.aspx
Sign up to receive Northwest Passage electronically at this link: http://www.nowlcms.org/General_Services/SubscribeNWPassage.aspx
Deadline for next issue is June 28. Send articles of 300 words or less with digital photos (300 dpi-jpeg) and permission to print to pattim@nowlcms.org or NW District Office, 1700 NE Knott St., Portland, OR 97212.

ABLAZE! DEVOTIONAL
LCMS World Mission announces “The 50 Days Ablaze! Devotional” available in audio format. Daily segments include Bible passage, devotion, and prayer focusing on the seven ways God invites us to respond to his love: learn, pray, give, tell, send, go, and celebrate. Click here to download the audio devotions offered by St. Luke Lutheran Church in Cabot, Pa. 

FAITH TALK
LCMS World Mission is pleased to share a new resource from the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League (LWML). Faith Talk is an interactive faith-sharing guide and outreach training program. Faith Talk leads participants through a process of recognizing personal opportunities for faith-sharing, effective listening, and celebrating the encounters which God provides. The goal of Faith Talk is that each woman will be compelled to share the Gospel, pray for and recognize opportunities to do so, and then confidently live and speak her faith. To learn more about Faith Talk, click here. (http://blog.lcmsworldmission.org/2010/04/16/faith-talk-resource-from-lwml/)

HISPANIC THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION
The Center for Hispanic Studies (CHS) offers Lutheran theological education and leadership for U.S. Hispanic/Latino communities. The Center provides a linguistically and culturally contextual route to certification for ordination of qualified Hispanic men and a comparable alternate route for deaconess certification. Instruction is in Spanish and observes the rich diversity of Hispanic culture. Instruction is delivered by extension, part-time residential, and computer-based systems. For more information, contact the Center for Hispanic Studies at 800-677-9833 or chs@csl.edu.

EXCITING MINISTRY PROJECTS
Looking to expand your special project or ministry? We encourage you to share information about your mission opportunities at Winkel gatherings opening up opportunities for collaboration. Post these events on your website. Inform us of these events/happenings over the next 3 months (including VBS opportunities). We will add a link on our website to your informational website link - you provide the details! Email events to admin@nowlcms.org.

PLANTING SEEDS:
Now is a good time to move forward with that gardening ministry you have been considering. For ideas and to see what some churches in the district are doing, go to Expanding Ministries >> Gardening Ministry. If you have something you would like to add , send it to pattim@nowlcms.org.

NEED HELP WITH WEBSITE HOSTING RESOURCES AND/OR SOFTWARE/DATABASE SELECTION?
How is it going in your church office? Are you wondering if you need to update software, or in need of some training or help in getting started on a website? Can we be of service to you in encouraging your office staff or providing resources for web hosting/database issues? Contact Vicki Knutsen, Information Technology Administrator at the Northwest District if you would like to discuss how to move into the future with technology advances and updates or just encouragement and support for the office staff in your church.

NETWORKING WITH CONGREGATIONS RE SOFTWARE USE
What software are you using for Accounting and Database functions in your church? Do they work? 

We would like to develop a list of different softwares being used by congregations, so we can network churches that might have insights or need help on how certain softwares work. Would you be willing to share information with us? What you are using and how well does it work - or how well it does not work? If you are willing to share this information - fill out a survey at this link: http://www.nowlcms.org/general_services/ChurchSoftwareResources.aspx
LUTHERAN HOUR MINISTRY INTERNATIONAL VOLUNTEER TRIPS
Lutheran Hour Ministries (LHM) http://www.lhm.org/default.asp, through the International Ministries Partnership program, offers unique short-term volunteer team opportunities for groups such as a congregation, district, school, youth group, Lutheran organization, or even a group of friends. Teams work alongside local LHM staff and volunteers in projects such as outreach events, ministry to children, construction, healthcare training, skills transfer, etc.

LHM oversees all logistical details and manages the project in the host country. We also provide high quality DVD based short-term team volunteer training prior to the trip.

For current LHM international volunteer trips, click on: http://www.lhm.org/globalmission/projects.asp
JEWISH MISSION MOMENT
If we want to reach people with the Gospel we must identify with their concerns. Jewish people view the modern State of Israel as a bastion of safety should another holocaust arise. Founded on May 14, 1948, Israel is the only democracy in the Middle East and has always been a strong ally of America. Even though surrounded by hostile Islamic states, and with virtually no physical resources, it has been a leader in agriculture and technology. As Israel prepares to celebrate its 62nd "birthday" you might find a discussion about Israel with your Jewish friends fascinating - and it could lead to sharing Messiah Jesus. Other questions about Jewish people? Look for us at www.lije.org.

LAW ENFORCEMENT CHAPLAINCY WORKSHOP DEADLINE APPROACHING
ST. LOUIS—Concordia Seminary, together with Peace Officer Ministries, Inc. (POM), will host “Christian Law Enforcement Chaplaincy—Theology and Practice,” on May 24-28 on the Seminary campus. The workshop offers unique accredited training for chaplains, peace officers, and pastors, focusing on effective Christian ministry to and through law enforcement.

Deadline for registration is May 17. For more information, contact the Office of Continuing Education and Parish Services at 314-505-7486, ce@csl.edu; or visit the Seminary’s Web site at www.csl.edu for a downloadable brochure.

TLC CARE MINISTRY, ROCHESTER, MN
Will you or someone in your congregation be receiving care at the Mayo Clinic in Rochester, Minnesota? Trinity Lutheran Church of Rochester offers their TLCare ministry to out of town medical guests. We strive to serve people in many ways such as prayer support, a homemade meal, a visit from one of our caring members, free parking in our lot, a comfortable place to go between appointments, and more. An apartment (no cost) within walking distance of the Mayo Clinic is also available on a first-come, first-served basis for LCMS congregation members. For further information or to let us know how we can serve you, please contact Jennifer at jen@trinitylutheranchurch.org (507-292-0439) or Pastor Otte at pastorotte@trinitylutheranchurch.org (507-289-1531). 

THRIVENT FINANCIAL MEMBERS TO HELP DISTRIBUTE UP TO $2 MILLION TO CHARITY
MINNEAPOLIS (April 19, 2010) – Members of Thrivent Financial for Lutherans, a not-for-profit financial services membership organization, will soon help choose where to direct up to $2 million in charitable funds as part of a new program called “Thrivent ChoiceSM.”

Between April 19 – May 21, 2010, all Thrivent Financial members age 16 and older will be able to vote to distribute $1 million among 10 national charitable organizations (the organizations were selected based on input from Lutheran church leaders and members). If at least 350,000 Thrivent Financial’s members vote, Thrivent Financial will add an additional $1 million to the funds distributed. At the end of this first Thrivent Choice Voting Event, the funds will be distributed to organizations based on the percentage of total votes they receive.

Members (age 16 or older) can vote in one of two ways: Online at Thrivent.com/choicevote or by returning a business reply card in the spring issue of Thrivent magazine.

“Thrivent Choice gives our members a voice in how the dollars they help generate are shared with the causes they care about,” said Hewitt. “It helps us fulfill our mission of enabling our members to demonstrate their care and concern for others.”

CERTIFICATE PROGRAM IN CHILDREN, YOUTH & FAMILY MINISTRY 
Trinity Lutheran College (Everett, WA) will offer a three-week Certificate Program in Children, Youth & Family Ministry, January 3-21, 2011. The program is designed to equip church staff, volunteers, and pastors for effective leadership in congregational children, youth, and family ministry.

Students learn from a team of four faculty in a seminar format, including class discussions, presentations, videos, role plays, and more. Topics include biblical and theological foundations, Bible study methods, human lifespan development, creative programming, counseling and relational skills, and program administration. Housing is available.

For more information, visit www.tlc.edu/cyfcenter or contact Rev. David Ellingson at 425.249.4722 or david.ellingson@tlc.edu. 

AN ANNOUNCEMENT FROM PSW DISTRICT
"DOWNTOWN" IS NOT JUST FOR THOSE IN THE DOWNTOWN A free bi-monthly electronic newsletter, "Downtown" is being enjoyed by those across the country involved in all shapes, sizes and locations of mission and ministry. Geared to be practical and down-to-earth, "Downtown" spotlights different downtown ministries across the country that carry on ministry in creative ways, in ways that may be imitated by others. This newsletter is for pastors, ministry leaders and lay people alike. Published by the Association of Downtown Lutheran Churches and edited by Pastor Christopher Schaar of Historic First Lutheran, Pasadena, all issues of "Downtown" can be viewed at www.downtownlutheranchurches.org. A free subscription can be set up by sending an email request to downtownchurches@aol.com
SUGGESTED LINKS
Check out our Suggested Links page - events and resources that are submitted by readers of the NEWS NOW and members of the Northwest District as they find items that have been helpful or share information on events that may be of value to congregations.

PUBLICATIONS AVAILABLE ONLINE: 
NW Passage
LCEF News
YOUTH Supports
Early Childhood Encourager
CLASSIFIED ADS and CALENDAR OF EVENTS:
New items have been added to the District Classified Ads page which is updated monthly as well as events on the District Calendar of Events.
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