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	A MESSAGE FROM PRESIDENT LINNEMANN:
I wanted to write a brief note about this spring's Pastoral Conferences. The Oregon, Puget Sound, and South Idaho Pastoral Conferences are all scheduled for April 13-15, and I am committed to the South Idaho gathering since I missed them in the fall of 2009. The Alaska Church Workers' Conference is set for May 24-26, and I will be in St. Louis for the Synod Convention Floor Committee meetings. As a result, I will only be able to attend one conference this spring. I regret the scheduling problems because I deeply desire to connect with you and your ministries.

My visits to the Circuit Winkels (pastoral circuit gatherings) are continuing, with May being an especially busy month. I have appreciated the opportunities I have already had and look forward to those coming up.

My prayers are with all of you during this Easter season. Christ is risen, and because He lives, we live, too.

Paul Linnemann
SEMINARY PLACEMENT SERVICES:
To watch Seminary Placement services live please go to www.ctsfw.edu/live on Tuesday, April 27 and Wednesday, April 28 at 7:00 p.m. (Eastern Time).  More information concerning vicarage, deaconess internships and candidate placement may be found at www.ctsfw.edu, choose “Academics,” then choose “Churchworker Formation Programs.”

WE ALL BELONG RALLY DAY!
We all belong! A Rally day for families with children (3-21) who experience disabilities on Sunday April 11, 2010 from 1:30-5:00pm at the Concordia University Gym,  6430 NE 27th Portland, OR 97211

You are invited to this celebration of the unique gifts in the body of Christ. The activities of the day will:

· Provide an opportunity and forum for parents of children with disabilities to network, connect, and provide encouragement and support to each other.

· Engage the families in a "day" of fun activities, fellowship, and worship.

· Conduct a needs assessment and utilize the results for further support and programming.

Sponsors: Northwest District LCMS (Disabilities Awareness Task Force) and Center for Applied Lutheran Leadership at Concordia University; Beloved Son Ministry.                                                
Registration and more information is available online at: http://www.nowlcms.org/congregational_services/Disabilities.aspx or call (360) 624-3847

LOCAL MISSION OPPORTUNITIES SUMMER 2010 - NORTHWEST DISTRICT
VBS Express - Seeks mission minded high school and college age youth to help with set-up, take down, and spotting young VBS attendees as they climb the rock wall this summer. Contact Pastor Bruce Meier at SVLC Junction City pastor.meier@gmail.com.

Makah Lutheran Church at Neah Bay - Help move the Community Arts Center toward completion. If you are passionate about a mission that is construction related, contact Pastor David Sternbeck at david@commongroundfirstnations.org.

Alaska Mission for Christ (AMC) - VBS, Sport Camp, Hammer and Nails project, and Video Volunteers sought. Looking for a mission that seems far away but that is in our own district? If interested in any of these opportunities to serve the Lord in this way, please contact Ruth Zellar (907-232-3823 or rzellar@mtaonline.net).

Servant Events at Camp Perkins - Help landscape new climbing tower!! Cost for servant events is $190/person Sunday-Friday including meals, lodging, programming, and use of our shovels. Contact Paul Holle, Program Director at 208-788-0897 or Paul@CampPerkins.org for more information.

For more information about these Local Mission Opportunities go to this link: http://www.nowlcms.org/ExpandingMinistries/AllAboutMission.aspx#LocalMission
ETHNIC MINISTRY UPDATES
New Eritrean Evangelical Lutheran Church in Seattle area. Please join us in welcoming this new congregation which meets at Lamb of God LC at 12509 27th Ave NE, Seattle, WA 98125, 206-363-0110. President of the congregation, Mesghina Bahta is leading the effort and can be reached at 206-851-2227 or mesghinabahta@yahoo.com. Check out the rest of the article at this link: http://www.nowlcms.org/ExpandingMinistries/EMTF.aspx#Eritrean
Sudanese (Neur) Worship at Zion Anchorage under guidance of Rev. Brandt Hoffman - Transitioning from a mainly single ethnic ministry to a multi-ethnic one has not been without its challenges. The people of Zion Lutheran are more concerned with God's will than any fears that new ethnic territory present to us. Check out the rest of the article at this link: http://www.nowlcms.org/ExpandingMinistries/EMTF.aspx#SudaneseZion
International Ministry at New Vision Lutheran Church (NVLC) in Spokane - led by Pastor Doug Wagley and team. They began with a Vietnamese ESL class, a Vietnamese Bible study and worship service meeting on Sunday nights and now minister also to refugee tribal groups from Burma. Read the complete article and see photos at this link: http://www.nowlcms.org/ExpandingMinistries/EMTF.aspx#IntnlMin
Free Bibles/Luther’s Small Catechism for Spanish-Speaking People from Lutheran Heritage Foundation. To pre-order copies, visit the LHF website where you can also take a poll to help LHF decide how many copies of the Bible/catechism to print, in what version, in hardcover or soft cover. www.LHFmissions.org/Spanish_Bible_Poll
NATIONAL YOUTH GATHERING UPDATE
You will soon be receiving an order form for the T-Shirts as well as an opportunity to sign up and pay for the Riverboat Cruise that is being planned for Wednesday evening, July 21st.  The cost of the cruise will be $45 per person.  The cost of the shirts will be approx. $20 each depending on the size needed.

The dates for the National Youth Gathering are July 17-21, 2010, and will be held in New Orleans. It is not too late to register and you can only register online.  Information is available though the National Youth Gathering website: www.lcmsgathering.com.

The BLOG (NYG 2010: Northwest District Blog: http://nyg2010nwd.blogspot.com will be the main source of communication for information regarding the Youth Gathering.

TRACKING THE SPIRIT AND THRIVING UNDER PERSECUTION IN INDIA
By Rev. Herb Hoefer
During my recent annual trip to South Asia, I travelled a lot, staying only a couple of nights in any one place. What impressed me was a church thriving under persecution. LCMS partner churches in India and Sri Lanka are under much pressure from powerful private organizations, government laws and policies. In order to inhibit conversions, converts lose all government privileges provided the outcastes. Read the rest of the article at this link: http://www.nowlcms.org/ExpandingMinistries/AllAboutMission.aspx#India
2009-2010 EARLY CHILDHOOD LEADERSHIP SERIES WEBINAR SCHEDULE
April 13, 2010 - "Working With Sensory Development" - Sarah Hadley 

This is our last webinar for the 2009-2010 year. All of the Early Childhood Leadership Series Webinars have been recorded. To access the Early Childhood Webinar Library go to our website http://www.nowlcms.org/educational_services/EarlyChildMin.aspx.

EARLY CHILDHOOD DIRECTORS' CONFERENCE - APRIL 9-10, 2010
We will all meet at the Clarion-Portland for our Early Childhood Director's Conference. Registration begins at 1:00 p.m. We will start with a presentation on accreditation, visit the new library at Concordia, followed with dinner and a time to get together and visit.  Our guest speaker on Saturday will be Angela Westphal, Admissions Counselor, Savior Lutheran School, in Livermore, CA. If you have not registered for this event, contact Laurie Bredehoft at the District Office for information on how to register online.  

ADMINISTRATORS CONFERENCE- MAY 5-7, 2010
Clarion Hotel-Portland Airport
The administrator's conference schedule and online registration has been sent out in an email invitation.  The conference will begin at 4:00 pm on Wednesday, May 5th.  You will also find the online link to register as well as the conference schedule, registration information and mileage reimbursement form on our website at http://www.nowlcms.org/educational_services/conferences.aspx.  The deadline for registering is Friday, April 16, 2010. If you have not registered for this event, contact Laurie Bredehoft at the District Office for information on how to register online.

OREGON PASTORS CONFERENCE REGISTRATION
Oregon Pastors Conference will be meeting April 13-15, 2010 at Living Savior Church, Tualatin, OR. You can register online at http://www.opc-lcms.org or http://www.nowlcms.org
WHAT HOLDS US TOGETHER?
Ethnic Ministry Symposium – by Rev. Dr. Paul Gossman, Peace Lutheran Church, Covington, WA
"What holds us together?"  was the question asked of nearly 100 LCMS ethnic ministry leaders February 1-2 in St. Louis. How the LCMS can better hear and engage diverse perspectives was the challenge set before participants in the symposium around the theme "Conversations of Hope." The Northwest District was well represented by Rev. Miguel Luna, of Latino congregations in the Portland and surrounding area; Rev. David Sternbeck, of Makah Lutheran Church, Neah Bay, WA, and the only ordained native American of the LCMS; and Dr. Paul Gossman, Peace Lutheran Church, Covington, WA, and member of the District’s Ethnic Ministry Task Force. 

Keynote speaker Dr. John Nunes, president of Lutheran World Relief, noted his own mixed background and acknowledged that the LCMS, which is 95% white, must muster the will and find the ways to embrace the growing multi-ethnic population. "We still stumble on this," he said. "Race is an artificial category..."

Click this link for the rest of the article: http://www.nowlcms.org/ExpandingMinistries/EMTF.aspx#symposium
HEALTH MINISTRY: PARISH NURSES ENCOURAGE WHOLE BODY WELLNESS 
A ministry of hope, health & healing 
Nurses – are you wondering how you can serve the Lord through your passion for nursing? Read on. If your congregation does not have a Parish Nurse, find out why you may want to consider beginning this valuable ministry.

A Parish Nurse is an RN with basic Parish Nurse training who works with the ministerial team of her/his faith community. Most health disciplines train in one aspect of medical care. Parish Nurses are trained to nurture the whole person.

Parish Nursing is the specialized practice of professional nursing that focusing on intentional care of the spirit and promoting holistic health (mind, body and spirit) and preventing or minimizing illness. Check out the rest of the article at this link: http://www.nowlcms.org/congregational_services/ParishNurse.aspx
KALEIDOSCOPE 2010
Those young people eligible to apply include confirmed high school youth beginning with those entering 10th grade in the fall of ‘2010’ through the class of ‘2010’ graduates.  Enrollment is limited to 35 youth and no more than four per congregations.  The dates for Kaleidoscope 2010 are August 1-6 and will be at Delano Bay Christian Camp, Lakebay, WA.  Go online at our website http://www.nowlcms.org/educational_services/Youth.aspx and check it out for more information.

"SHOUT IT OUT"
Concordia University, Luther Hall,  L121, 2811 NE Holman Street   Portland, OR 97211

· April 5, 3:00 and 6:00 PM.

Bess O’Brien, the writer, director and producer of "Shout it Out", the movie, will be in the Portland/Vancouver area Jun 3-6 and will be available to host screenings, workshops and discussion groups for youth and/or adults. You are invited to a prescreening of the movie, "Shout it Out" on Monday, April 5 at Concordia University. For your convenience there will be 2 showings – 3:00 and 6:00 PM.  If you are an educator, a youth worker, a parent or a teen-ager, this movie is a not-to-miss opportunity. Come to the prescreening, see the 90 minute film, and get information for scheduling Bess for an event at your school or group. There will also be information on how to purchase the educational package for your own use.
The movie was written and produced  in Vermont by Bess O’Brien as the result of 8 months of workshops with over 1000 teens to learn more about the health of teens, what they were thinking about, what they needed, what was important to them, and what were their struggles, hopes and aspirations.  Most of the language is their own and all of the music is written by teens.
"Shout it Out"  is meant to be a vehicle for listening and learning from youth, a way of empathizing and sharing in the stories that youth have to tell.  Participating kids are from diverse backgrounds, rich and poor, from rural and urban areas, struggling with their lives and families, trying to get into college, and dealing with race, gender, body issues, fitting in, bullying, love, sex and romance.  Their many diverse stories are powerful and have created strong characters in the film that are compelling, rich and real. 

STUDENT AID/FINANCIAL AID REMINDER
Reminder to all congregations who have students attending a Concordia University in a Professional Church Worker program.  Students must fill out the District Financial Aid Application and submit it to the Financial Aid Department each year they are enrolled in a Concordia University in order to be eligible for funds upon graduation and placement in a call.  Guidelines for NOW Student Aid and the form are available on our District website at www.nowlcms.org.  Type Student Aid into the search box to access the links. 

ATTENTION EMERITUS WORKERS -- ORDAINED  & COMMISSIONED MINISTERS
Have you completed and returned your ANNUAL REPORTING FORM - EMERITUS STATUS?  If not, please do so immediately.  If you have misplaced your copy of the form, please contact our office for another blank form.  We are required by Synod Bylaws to receive this form every year for all rostered workers on Emeritus Status.  Thank you for your assistance in maintaining our records.

MARRIAGE RESOURCES
For information about resources benefitting marriages
Several resources are available to couples desiring to strengthen their marriages and/or facilitating workshops in congregations. Check out this link for more information:

http://www.nowlcms.org/Congregational_Services/MarriageResources.aspx
More resources are also shared at http://www.nowlcms.org/presidents_office/SuggestedLinks.aspx
GREEN FUND RAISER
Nothing to buy, nothing to sell - simply gather donated recyclable consumer electronics and unwanted, tangled or broken metal jewelry
Looking for ways to raise money for your school, church or ministry and help protect the environment? With Recycling Fundraiser's Consumer Electronics & Metal Jewelry Recycling Fundraiser there's no limit to how much you can earn.

We pay the highest dollar amount for used jewelry and up to $350.00 per used consumer electronics item. Acceptable items include...

Check out the rest of the article at this link: http://www.nowlcms.org/ExpandingMinistries/Available_Grants.aspx?DID=3
DISTRICT GARDENING EFFORTS - PLANTING SEEDS AND REACHING OUT TO NEIGHBORS
Redeemer Lutheran Church in Salem Begins Community Garden - on a quarter-acre space on its property. RLC is hoping to win fruit trees through the Dreyer's Communities Take Root contest. Please log on to the link below and cast one vote per day for each email address you enter to help them win fruit trees for this worthwhile cause. http://www.communitiestakeroot.com/Plant/Index. Check out the rest of the article at this link.

Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church Corvallis Expands Garden Outreach - Last year they provided 1300 pounds of produce to local food bank. Their team wants to triple the garden area this year and add some plants referred to in the Bible. Check out the rest of the article at this link and find references to Biblical plants you can grow in your garden.

Trinity Portland Garden Opens Doors for Sharing the Gospel and providing garden plots as part of its Latino outreach program. Check out the rest of the article at this link.

PLANTING LESSONS ABOUT STEWARDSHIP:
Spring is the time we think about planting, cultivating, and nurturing new growth. Maybe Spring should also be a time to plant lessons about stewardship. Many of us have heard at some point in our lives that "Money does not grown on trees." That statement can be true if money matters are not nurtured with knowledge and "planted" with care--especially with teaching children. As Christians, we strive to practice stewardship--and that is more than money. But the money part is often the topic that is most often neglected. Maybe that is because we need help with the conversations. Lutheran Church Extension Fund has great resources for K-8th grades in the K.I.D.S. Stamp Program (Kids into Discipleship and Stewardship) and the K.I.D.S. Count curriculum. Please see www.lcef.org and www.lcefkids.org for information about these two programs. Help plant lessons about stewardship to our children. They’ll thank you for it later!

CENTER FOR PRAYER RENEWAL
CPR invites you to participate as a Northwest District Prayer Partner. As a prayer partner you will receive weekly reminders to access the district website for new prayer requests via the PrayerGram and for the Friday Prayer (a method to join in prayer as the body of Christ together). If you are not already a prayer partner go to http://www.nowlcms.org/Prayer/BecomePP.aspx to register.

You do not have to be a prayer partner to send prayer requests! We want to pray for and with you - go to http://www.nowlcms.org/Prayer/Prayerform.aspx  to have our district prayer team join you in prayer and/or to add the request to the PrayerGram. The details of all requests are kept confidential.  First of all, I encourage you to make petitions, prayers, intercessions, and prayers of thanks for all people, for rulers, and for everyone who has authority over us. I Timothy 2:1-2

CONCORDIA PLAN SERVICES - HEALTH PLAN INSURANCE GATHERINGS
The economic reality today encourages us that as good stewards we must examine every option available to us to manage our limited resources.  When budgets are being prepared in a few months, congregations will most likely take a look at reducing health costs to their organizations.  How would a change effect your workers?  The window of opportunity to make any changes to an organization’s health coverage is during October.  Ralph Simon, Benefit Consultant, Concordia Plan Services, St. Louis, will be in the Northwest District during the third week of April, 2010, to host regional gatherings in an effort to provide congregations and workers with up-to-date information and available options as it relates to health plan coverage.  Our goal is to equip congregations and workers with enough information to enable them to make informed decisions when they enter the budgeting process later this year.

Gatherings will be held in the evening and we currently have two gatherings confirmed --

· Northwest District Office, 1700 NE Knott Street, Portland, OR 
(Tuesday, April 20, 2010 at 7:00 p.m.)  - please note this is a change from the original meeting location 
· St. John Lutheran Church, 1350 Court Street NE, Salem, OR (Thursday, April 22, 2010 at 7:00 p.m.)

In addition, Ralph will be available to meet with individuals or congregations during the day and address issues and/or answer questions as it might relate to a specific topic.  It is important that you contact our office as soon as possible, if you are interested in attending either of the two gatherings listed above or more importantly , if you would like to make an appointment with Ralph Simon for an individual meeting.  
Please contact Martha Conboy at (503) 288-8383 or (888) 693-5267 or e-mail at MarthaC@nowlcms.org.

DISTRICT MILITARY MINISTRY WORKSHOP - OPERATION BARNABAS
Operation Barnabas is an LCMS program designed to support Lutheran chaplains and reserve soldiers who are called to wartime duty.  Today’s soldiers need our prayers and our support as well as their families.  The Northwest District provides resources to make congregations more aware of soldiers' and their families needs before deployment, during deployment and after deployment. 

On April 17, 2010, the Northwest District will be hosting a workshop at Prince of Peace, Lakewood, WA which will lead participants through a deployment process.  The workshop will begin at 8:30 AM and conclude at 4:30 PM. Lunch will be provided. You will receive a workbook, a great learning experience, and have the opportunity to meet others like you who have a heart for our military families. A free will offering will be taken to help defray costs.

Rev. Richard Flath and Rev. Bruce Rumsch have been trained as District Counselors in this area and will be available to consult with pastors and congregational members who are dealing with military issues among their members. 

Registration is online at the Operation Barnabas site along with information for this important workshop  - http://barnabas.lcmsworldmission.org/?p=502 Be sure to click on the District Workshop registration link and indicate your participation in the Lakewood, Washington workshop. If you have questions or need more information, please e-mail Rev. Richard Flath at pastor_r_flath@msn.com or vickik@nowlcms.org.

NEED HELP WITH WEBSITE AND/OR SOFTWARE/DATABASE SELECTION?
How is it going in your church office? Are you wondering if you need to update software, or in need of some training or help in getting started on a website? Can we be of service to you in encouraging your office staff? Contact Vicki Knutsen, Information Technology Administrator at the Northwest District if you would like to discuss how to move into the future with technology advances and updates or just encouragement and support for the office staff in your church.

NETWORKING WITH CONGREGATIONS RE SOFTWARE USE
What software are you using for Accounting and Database functions in your church? Do they work? 
We would like to develop a list of different softwares being used by congregations, so we can network churches that might have insights or need help on how certain softwares work. Would you be willing to share information with us? What you are using and how well does it works - or how well it does not work? If you are willing to share this information - fill out a survey at this link: http://www.nowlcms.org/general_services/ChurchSoftwareResources.aspx
CARING MINISTRY WORKSHOP - ALOHA, OR
A Caring Ministry Workshop for District Congregations ~ Bethlehem Lutheran in Aloha, Oregon will be hosting a Stephen Ministry workshop on Saturday, May 1 from 9:00 a.m.--1:00 p.m. as an introduction of this ministry for our congregations. The St. Louis staff will conduct the workshop. Check out the District Calendar of Events (May 1) for details or call Bethlehem Lutheran Church at 503.649.3380.

14th ANNUAL SHAKESPEARE AUTHORSHIP STUDIES CONFERENCE
The 14th Annual SASC will begin at 7 p.m. on Thursday, April 8th. The conference will close at 3:30 p.m. on Sunday, April 11th. The Awards Banquet will be on Saturday, April 10th at the George R. White Library & Learning Center on the CU campus. For more information, go to http://www.authorshipstudies.org/conference/index.cfm.

CELEBRATE CONCORDIA SUNDAY ON APRIL 18, 2010
The LCMS Board for University Education has designated April 18 as Concordia Sunday. This Sunday gives Lutheran congregations opportunity to celebrate and to support the gift of Lutheran higher education. Concordia University - Portland is one of the ten universities and two seminaries that comprise the Concordia University System. All of our Concordia Universities prepare individuals to live out their God-given vocations as servant leaders within the Church and within the community. This special Sunday highlights the importance of Christian education in a Lutheran context. Use this opportunity to encourage your youth to consider serving in positions that benefit both the Church and society. In addition, pray for the Lord to continue to bless this wonderful educational ministry of the Church. And finally, consider a special offering to support Concordia University - Portland in particular or the Concordia University System as a whole. For free Concordia University System resources to celebrate Concordia Sunday, visit http://www.lcms.org/pages/internal.asp?NavID=14910. For materials specific to Concordia University - Portland, please email Julie Howe at jhowe@cu-portland.edu or call her at 503-493-6571.

FACING A GENETIC LEGACY OF ALZHEIMER'S
The Center for Volga German Studies at Concordia University and the Oregon Chapter of the American Historical Society of Germans from Russia are hosting a presentation, reading, and book signing by Gary Reiswig, author of The Thousand Mile Stare. Today, with a drop of blood, science can tell each of us whether or not we have a gene that will cause early onset Alzheimer’s disease (EOAD). This medical leap forward is due in large part to the Reiswig family, who had the courage to reverse generations of denial and share their medical history with doctors, researchers, and policymakers on Capitol Hill.   InThe Thousand Mile Stare, Reiswig traces the strange and troubling history of his family, starting with his Volga German ancestors of the early 1900s. Interweaving cutting-edge medical science with a poignant family chronicle, Reiswig explores themes that include:  warning signs of Alzheimer’s disease, when and how to get genetic testing for EOAD, new treatments for Alzheimer’s that slow its progression and what can be learned from the Reiswig family experience.  The presentation will be held at Concordia University Library (Suite 310), 2800 NE Liberty Street, Portland, OR 97211, on May 15, 2010 at 2:00pm.  For additional information please call Linda Church, 503-493-6570.

WILDERNESS JOURNEY MI NISTRIES & CU HOST 10 WEEK COURSE
FOR FAMILIES COPING WITH TERMINAL ILLNESS 
A terminal diagnosis deals a powerful blow, not only to the patient receiving it, but to the family as well. Many feelings such as fear, grief, anger, and anxiety are felt as strongly by the family as the patient—sometimes more strongly. Treatment options, life decisions, even the general wellbeing of the patient can be affected by the dynamics of the family unit. Every member of the family unit is in crisis. Every member needs God to help them cope. “Terminal Illness and the Family—A Journey Through the Wilderness Holding Christ’s Hand” is a ten-week course facilitated by Karen Haren and Sue Frymark, RN of Wilderness Journey Ministries to help families coping with the trauma of terminal illness. It will be offered at Concordia University in the George R. White Library & Learning Center, beginning Wednesday May 5, 2010 from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. The cost of the workbook is $10. Families are encouraged to attend together, but may attend separately. (Sorry, the class is not suitable for young children.) Sign up by calling 503-314-8582 or by email at info@wildernessjourneyministries.org. Class size is limited so sign up early.

2010 ALUMNI REUNION SCHEDULED FOR JUNE 8-10 
ST. LOUIS--Concordia Seminary invites graduates, spouses, and widows of class years ending in "5" or "10" to the Alumni Reunion, to be held on the Seminary campus June 8-10, 2010. The theme for the Reunion will be "The Way We Were . . . Are . . . and Will Be: Under God’s Grace." For more information go to this link: http://www.nowlcms.org/Resources/Publications/2010-ALUMNI-REUNION-JUNE 8.pdf
RESOURCES FROM THE APPLE OF HIS EYE MISSION SOCIETY
As we approach the Easter and Passover seasons this year, The Apple of His Eye Mission Society is offering new resources to help in your personal witness to Jewish friends and neighbors.

Christ Is the Passover DVD
The Jewish Passover celebration is demonstrated, focusing on the Christological importance. Both the historical and typological nuances are presented, along with the personal testimony of Steve Cohen, founder of The Apple of His Eye. A great witnessing tool in DVD format.

Bible Studies on the Feasts of Israel
These studies take you through the Biblical festivals with great history, insights, and guides for personal celebrations as followers of Jesus. Compiled by Rev. David Born, Chairman of the Board of The Apple of His Eye, the 126 pages cover the entire cycle of Jewish holidays and demonstrate their Christology.

Learn more about The Apple of His Eye Mission Society and browse more Jewish evangelism resources at: http://www.appleofhiseye.org
CAMP LUTHERWOOD
Camp Lutherwood in Oregon is preparing for summer of 2010.  The summer camp schedule is available at www.lutherwood.org and online registration is available.  Please plan to join in confirmation camp, day camp, family camp, women's retreat or any other camp experiences. 
Lutherwood is looking for exceptional young adults to lead the community of campers for ten weeks this summer.  Applications can be found on our website.

For additional information regarding the ministry at Camp Lutherwood and to host a Camp Lutherwood Sunday at your church, please contact Andrea Scofield, Camp Director at director@lutherwood.org or call 503-679-6625.

JEWISH MISSION MOMENT
This week we celebrate Easter.  What if Jesus had never risen from the dead?  How would that affect the world, the church?  This scenario is explored by Paul Maier in his mystery novel, A Skeleton in God's Closet.  Most Jewish people believe that Jesus was just a rabbi who died, and that his bones might be found.  Set in Israel, and incorporating an excellent love story, the book affirms the importance of the resurrection and the Gospel is proclaimed.  It is a book you could give, or loan to, a Jewish friend - after you enjoy it yourself.

SUGGESTED LINKS
Check out our Suggested Links page - events and resources that are submitted by readers of the NEWS NOW and members of the Northwest District as they find items that have been helfpful or share information on events that may be of value to congregations.

NORTHWEST PASSAGE MOVING TOWARD "NORTHWEST E-PASSAGE":
In our quest to be good stewards, the District Editorial Team will transition Northwest Passage toward an electronic publication over the next few issues for those with email. This will not eliminate printed copies altogether, however we expect it will reduce printed copies thus saving dollars. Give us your feedback at this link:  http://www.nowlcms.org//CurrentPublications/NWPassageSurvey.aspx or sign up to receive the Passage electronically at this link: http://www.nowlcms.org/General_Services/SubscribeNWPassage.aspx 
PUBLICATIONS AVAILABLE ONLINE: 
· NW Passage
· LCEF News
· YOUTH Supports
· Early Childhood Encourager
CLASSIFIED ADS and CALENDAR OF EVENTS:
Several new job postings have been added to the District Classified Ads page which is updated monthly as well as events on the District Calendar of Events.
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