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	 A MESSAGE FROM THE DISTRICT PRESIDENT:
Brothers and Sisters of the Northwest District,

With the coming of the month of November, our thoughts typically turn to our celebration of Thanksgiving and the beginning of the Advent season. Thanksgiving is an important celebration for us. It provides us with the opportunity to pause and to consider the place we’re at in our lives. Our usual response is to start to form our mental list of the things we’re thankful for. We consider the people in our lives, the means the Lord has provided us to take care of ourselves, the things we enjoy… In other words, we remember all the things that put a smile on our faces.

But what about all the other stuff – those things that burden us and bring us anxiety? What about the unanswered questions and that which brings us suffering? Are we just supposed to forget about them on Thanksgiving and pretend they don’t exist? I don’t think so.

Our Lord has provided us with a powerful example of what it means to live a life of thanksgiving through the testimony of the apostle Paul. He writes of his personal experience in 2nd Corinthians 12:7-10: “7 So that I would not become too proud of the wonderful things that were shown to me, a painful physical problem was given to me. This problem was a messenger from Satan, sent to beat me and keep me from being too proud. 8 I begged the Lord three times to take this problem away from me. 9 But he said to me, “My grace is enough for you. When you are weak, my power is made perfect in you.” So I am very happy to brag about my weaknesses. Then Christ’s power can live in me. 10 For this reason I am happy when I have weaknesses, insults, hard times, sufferings, and all kinds of troubles for Christ. Because when I am weak, then I am truly strong.”

God’s call to us at this special time of the year is the same call He gave to our brother, Paul – not to settle for being thankful for all the things we like, but to live a life of thanks in all circumstances. I know this is easy to say and difficult to do, yet our Lord provides us with the blessing of the Holy Spirit and the gift of each other, so we never need walk this life alone.

Please don’t stop counting your blessings, but seek to expand your view of what a blessing really is. Like the apostle Paul, sometimes our greatest blessings come disguised as burdens.

God bless you with a wonderful Thanksgiving celebration.

ETHNIC MINISTRY:

Recent African and Latino Ministries meetings have provided insight into the differences they are making. Immigrant families are being helped and brought to the Lord however there are still significant challenges. With cultural differences, thriving spiritually, culturally and economically can be quite daunting.

Some inspired leaders have identified and are mentoring emerging ethnic leaders. If the Holy Spirit is nudging you to provide mentoring, or to partner with an emerging ethnic leader to shepherd ethnically diverse neighbors, please contact Patti Maggiora in Expanding Ministries, pattim@nowlcms.org, 503-288-8383 or 888-693-5267 x 123 to share how you would like to help.

MEKANE YESUS ON YOU TUBE:

Check out the new You Tube video of Mekane Yesus Ethiopian Evangelical Lutheran Church in Seattle featuring Berhanu Seyoum at this link:

http://www.nowlcms.org/ExpandingMinistries/EMTF.aspx
LUTHERAN LATINO MINISTRIES:

Lutheran Latino Ministries has received their RSO status. LLM matching funding appeal goal was $5,000 and they received over $11,000. Grants are being sought to assure the continuation of this ministry.

The recent Convocation was full of inspiring stories from high school girls' active involvement in the ministry.  The girls are being mentored by deaconess in training, Marta Luna. If you or your congregation would like to help make sure that this ministry continues to flourish, contact Pam Bridgehouse at pambridgehouse@hughes.net and find out how you can help.


LUTHERAN COMMUNITY SERVICES:
 

http://www.lcsnw.org/ Multicultural Counseling & Outreach, Refugee Resettlement, English Language Learner – if you are working with ethnically diverse friends in your area, have you ever wondered where help is available? Lutheran Community Services seeks more clients! Please refer this Recognized Service Organization to those you know who could benefit. Offices are located in Idaho, Oregon and Washington. Most services are free or based on income.

 

Co-sponsoring organizations are needed in Portland and Vancouver. Pastors and congregations can serve as co-sponsors supporting newly arrived refugees. Click this link to learn more including what it’s like to co-sponsor a refugee family.

 

SOCIAL SERVICES:
 

Current economic situations have led to questions by many about services congregants can be referred to when there are pressing housing, clothing, food, and energy needs. Click here for a document that attempts to address some of those needs – in various areas of the district. While this is an attempt to be comprehensive, the best resource is to check online for current information in your area. Everything within this document came from researching the web.

PARISH NURSES:
 

Humor & Health Fest IV “Laugh Your Way to Wellness – Health Ministry at Work” was Saturday 10/24/09 at University of Portland. Approximately 270 people attended and the fund raiser was a huge success. Moving stories were shared about the positive influences of parish nurses and the way lives have been positively impacted by their presence with health issues addressed and stories of eternal salvation. For more information about establishing a Parish Nurse Ministry in your congregation click this link or contact Patti Maggiora, pattim@nowlcms.org, 503-288-8383 or 888-693-5267 x 123. 

 

STEWARDSHIP WORKBOOKS STILL AVAILABLE:
 

“Congregational Stewardship Workbooks” are still available for order from Expanding Ministries. This comprehensive look at stewardship from many angles includes such topics as theology, forming committees, education, projects, pastoral issues and resources.  Originally $160, you can get one for the $5 cost of shipping while supplies last. Contact Patti Maggiora at pattim@nowlcms.org or call 503-288-8383 / 888-693-5267 – x123.

 

KALEIDOSCOPE 09- DELANO BAY, WA:

Kaleidoscope is the creative six-day experience of the Christian community which helps affirm young people in their own identity and gives them an opportunity to grow in their relationship with God and others. For the first time in recent memory the full complement of 36 participants were on hand to participate in the Christ community based on Romans 12.  It is worth noting that half of the K-Scoper’s came alone i.e. they were the only ones from their church.  Youth were present from Oregon, Washington and Alaska.  It is planned to return to the Delano Bay Christian Camp again in 2010 if the dates can be procured.

Here are some comments from the youth that attended:

K-Scope meant the world to me.  I was having a rough summer and I was not really looking forward to going to camp.  But as soon as I got there I made new friends, learned things about them, and even some things about myself.  I know that K-scope helped grow my faith and it definitely helped me make some life long friends.

It was an amazing experience for me and I can’t think of anything else I’ve done that has changed my life and relationships with the people around me in a more positive way than K-Scope did.  I can’t even imagine how many ways it will affect my life and I can’t thank you and all of the other leaders enough for making it as great of an experience it was.

From a parent:

Over the past few weeks I have heard much about her K-Scope adventures and all that was learned and taken in.  I still can’t believe the “new person” who has blessed my home.

2009 TEACHERS CONFERENCE:

This year’s conference was held at the Seaside Convention Center in Seaside, Oregon.  The theme chosen was “Be Still and Know That I am God… ‘Psalm 46:10.  The keynote speaker, Cynthia Tobias offered entertaining yet practical information regarding different personalities while the second keynote speaker, Rev. Dr. David Buegler provided much food for thought and put things into perspective when it comes to sharing the gospel to the children we teach. Overall it was a successful conference with many informative workshops, a wonderful banquet and an awesome group of kids who provided us with music during the worship service provided by Lamb of God Church in Lake Stevens, WA. The date for the 2010 Teacher’s Conference is November 3-5, 2010 and will again be held at the Seaside Convention Center in Seaside, Oregon.

NATIONAL YOUTH GATHERING UPDATE:

The BLOG (NYG 2010: Northwest District Blog: http://nyg2010nwd.blogspot.com) will be the main source of communication in the future months. 

 A T-SHIRT DESIGN CONTEST is underway.  Designs will be accepted via fax, email or snail mail through NOON on November 15, 2009, via fax, e-mail or snail mail. At that time all contenders will be posted on our blog for voting until January 1, 2010.  For a copy of the T-Shirt Design rules and specs for the size of the design go to http://www.nowlcms.org/educational_services/Youth.

The DISTRICT EVENT is being scheduled for Wednesday, July 21st @ 6pm for $45/person. We’ll be sailing on the Mississippi aboard Steamboat NATCHEZ. Dinner and live jazz music is included.  The online REGISTRATION process for the Gathering started Monday, September 14th. 
Congregations could begin inputting their group’s information into the online forum using their Congregational ID number, which you will find on the front of their DVD mailer that each church received from the LCMS Youth Ministry Staff.  Registration deposits can be mailed after October 21st.  

Jamie Walters, DCE,  National Youth Gathering Northwest  District Coordinator can be reached at: St John Lutheran Church • PO Box 774 • Palmer, AK 99645 •Office: 907.745.3338 or Cell: 907.355.1456 • DCE@ST-JOHN-LUTHERAN.ORG
2009-2010 EARLY CHILDHOOD LEADERSHIP SERIES WEBINAR SCHEDULE

November 17, 2009:   “Curriculum Development in Early Childhood”- Mary Widenhofer 
January 19, 2010:    “Staffing for the Early Childhood Center”- Dr. Mark Wahlers 
February 16, 2010:   “Business Plans in the Early Childhood Center”- Denny Stoecklin
March 7-13, 2010:   LCMS NATIONAL LUTHERAN SCHOOLS WEEK
          The theme is “Securing Each Child’s Future — For A Life of Service” based on 1 Cor. 12:5 
March 16, 2010:    ”How to be a Board for The Early Childhood Center”- Dick Weniger 
April 13, 2010:   “Working With Sensory Development”- Sarah Hadley

All of the Early Childhood Leadership Series Webinar’s have been recorded.  To access the September and October webinar go to our website http://www.nowlcms.org/educational_services/EarlyChildMin
SUSTAINABLE LUTHERAN SCHOOLS INITIATIVE:

SLSI is well underway with a series of webinar’s scheduled for all schools that have signed up for the program.  These webinars include principal’s, administrators, pastor’s and admission’s counselors. Each completed webinar is available to every school in the program through our website.  Please note that you will be asked for a user name and password in order to access the materials.  If you have misplaced or forgotten your user name and password, please give the office a call at 888-693-5267 / 503-288-8383 ext 121 or email laurieb@nowlcms.org so that we can provide it to you.

NEW GOVERNMENT DEBT REDUCTION PROGRAMS FOR CHURCH WORKERS:

If you're a pastor, teacher, or other professional church worker who is paying off federal student loans, you might benefit from two debt-reduction programs now offered by the U.S. Department of Education. For more information go to this link: 

http://www.nowlcms.org/whats_new_article.aspx?WID=292&DID=1
 

LCEF NEXT GENERATION NOTE: SOWING SEEDS FOR A STRONG FUTURE:

LCEF’s (Lutheran Church Extension Fund) NEW investment option, Next Generation Note, unites both invested and contributed dollars to strengthen LCEF’s capability to offer future loans and services to LCMS ministries.

With your investment commitment and gift participation in this note, you will earn an additional premium interest rate for the initial term of the note. Currently, the Next Generation Note is paying 5.25% interest! (Premium interest rate is set monthly.)

Investment features include: Five-year fixed-rate term note $5,000 minimum purchase price; with 10% minimum gift from the investment to LCEF. Interest is distributed or compounded quarterly. 
Example: Purchase Price $5,000
Gift Amount $ 500
Principal Amount to investor of Next Generation Note is $4,500* (* receives higher interest rate)
Further information for the Next Generation Note and other mission-through-investments can be found through:
LCEF Representatives at the national office: 1-800-843-5233 
LCEF Northwest District: Ryan McIvor: ryanm@nowlcms.org  or Susan Olson: susano@nowlcms.org   phone: 1-888-693-5267  
On the internet: www.lcef.org (investments)

LCEF is a nonprofit religious organization; therefore, LCEF investments are not SIPC- or FDIC- insured bank deposit accounts. This is not an offer to sell LCEF investments, nor a solicitation to buy. LCEF will offer and sell its investments only in states where authorized. The offer is made solely by LCEF’s Offering Circular. Investors should carefully read the LCEF Offering Circular before making investment decisions.
An example of LCEF supporting ministry on the mission field comes from Shanghai. In April Concordia International School Shanghai celebrated its tenth anniversary. "If it was not for the kind support of LCEF, our 10 year celebration would never take place. We were on the brink of closing when LCEF granted us this loan for our new facilities" said their spokesman. They now have over 1,000 students in the school. They have paid off the balance of their loan so those dollars could be freed up for support elsewhere in the Synod’s mission.

CENTER FOR PRAYER RENEWAL - RETREATS:

One prayer resource in the district is the Center for Prayer Renewal (CPR).  This is not a place, but an attitude of prayer and learning.  If you desire to integrate prayer more fully and deepen your prayer life, consider participating in a CPR retreat in Cannon Beach, Oregon.

Retreat 1: "Spiritual Formation Through Prayer" is for first-time attendees and is scheduled for February 1-3, 2010.  This retreat will focus on practical prayer resources and their application to your personal prayer time.  Learn various methods for quieting; discover your prayer and meditation "style"; practice Lectio Divina, an ancient form of meditation and more.  Private quiet time is built into the retreat so plan to come and BE.

REGISTER NOW at this link: http://www.nowlcms.org/Prayer/CPR.aspx
Information on Retreats 2 and 3 which require prior attendance at Retreats 1 and 2 are also available at the above link along with the registration form.  For more information contact Susan Olson.  

CLASSIFIED ADS and CALENDAR OF EVENTS:

Several new job postings have been added to the District Classified Ads page which is updated monthly as well as events on the District Calendar of Events.  

NORTHWEST PASSAGE MOVING TOWARD "NORTHWEST E-PASSAGE":
 

In our quest to be good stewards, the District Editorial Team will transition Northwest Passage toward an electronic publication over the next few issues for those with email. This will not eliminate printed copies altogether, however we expect it will reduce printed copies thus saving dollars. Give us your feedback.


1) Do you find NW Passage informative and uplifting?
2) What is your favorite section and why? 
3) What would you like to see more of? 
4) What should be eliminated? 
5) Do you like the idea of receiving it electronically (or NOT)? 
6) Is it too long/too short?

 

Please send your email address and feedback to admin@nowlcms.org. Thanks!

 

NORTHWEST DISTRICT ARCHIVES - CAN YOU HELP?
 

By Convention resolution, a film of the Northwest District was produced and shown for the first time at Concordia Academy on Wednesday, June 15, 1949. Pastor R. Tschirley of Wenatchee and Mr. Carl Downing of Olympia were in charge of the project. The Northwest District Archives does not have a copy of this Golden Anniversary film. If you know where the Archives might find a copy, please contact our Archivist, Nolan Bremer at nbremer@cu-portland.edu or you can call the Northwest District Office at 503-288-8383 or 1-888-693-5267. 

 

LUTHERAN SUMMER MUSIC ACADEMY AND FESTIVAL (LSM):

Now in its 29th year, LSM brings together 150 talented young instrumentalists and singers (grades 8-12) from throughout the U.S. each summer. The program features an outstanding faculty of artists, teachers and a chaplain who guide gifted high school students from around the country through a month of intensive musical study and performance. Open to students of all faiths, but very much centered in Lutheran liturgical traditions, LSM encourages students to use music as a catalyst for an exploration of personal faith and creativity.  LSM students engage in a comprehensive and diverse program that includes: individual instrument lessons; chamber ensembles; jazz and early music ensembles; musicianship classes; symphony orchestra, choir and/or band; electives ranging from church music history to hand bell choir and conducting; and a culminating Festival of performances.

 

For more information on the Lutheran Summer Music Academy or the Young Musicians Partnership, visit www.lutheransummermusic.org or contact the organization’s national offices in Minneapolis at 888.635.6583 or by email at lsm@lutheransummermusic.org.

HAVE WE FORGOTTEN GOD?
We have been the recipients of the choicest bounties of heaven; we have been preserved these many years in peace and prosperity; we have grown in numbers, wealth and power as no other nation has grown.
 
But we have forgotten God. We have forgotten the gracious hand which preserved us in peace and multiplied and enriched and strengthened us, and we have vainly imagined, in the deceitfulness of our hearts, that all these blessings were produced by some superior wisdom and virtue of our own.
 
Intoxicated with unbroken success we have become too self-sufficient to feel the necessity of redeeming and preserving grace, too proud to pray to the God that made us.
 
It has seemed to me fit and proper that God should be solemnly, reverently and gratefull acknowledged, as with one heart and one voice, by the whole of the American people. I do therefore invite my fellow citizens in every part of the United States, and also those who are at sea and those who are sojourning in foreign lands, to set apart and observe the last Thursday of November as a day of Thanksgiving and praize to our beneficent Father who dwelleth in the heavens.
 
-Abraham Lincoln,
1863 Thanksgiving Proclamation - shortened version
 
CURRENT PUBLICATIONS ON OUR WEBSITE: 
Northwest Passage - http://www.nowlcms.org/Resources/Publications/CurrentNWPassage.pdf
Tracks - Report of the District to Workers in the NW District - http://www.nowlcms.org/Resources/Publications/CurrentTracks.pdf
LCEF News - http://www.nowlcms.org/LCEF/News.aspx
Early Childhood Encourager - http://www.nowlcms.org/educational_services/EarlyChildMin.aspx
Youth Supports - http://www.nowlcms.org/educational_services/YouthSupports06.aspx
Taxes and Ministers 2009, Treasurer's Manual and other Resources for Treasurers: http://www.nowlcms.org/resource.aspx?DID=1
The Parish Paper - November 2009 Issue:  http://www.nowlcms.org/whats_new_article.aspx?WID=252&DID=2
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