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The Great Salt Gathering – 
“Have salt in yourselves and be at peace with each other.”  Mark 9:50b

The registration deadline is near!!  

Registration for the Great Salt Gathering is coming to a close.  September 30 was the cut off for regular registration – registrations after that date are subject to a late registration fee of $25.  Emeritus registrations will be accepted through October 15, 2008, with no increase in fees – fee remains at $75.  On-line and mail-in registrations must be received no later than October 15, 2008 - if you need to register after that date, please contact the District Office.  The link to the on-line registration is: http://www.arrowheadregistration.com/event/info.php?site=17
As the registration process continues, workshop choices become less and less as workshops fill up and we are forced to close the workshop to further registrations.  Every effort is being made to accommodate your choices and we encourage you to go on line and register at your earliest convenience to ensure your preferred workshop selection.    

The Great Salt Gathering will be coming together at the Seaside Convention Center in Seaside, Oregon beginning Tuesday, November 11 and concluding on Friday, November 14, 2008.  The planning committees and District staff have been working diligently to provide you a conference that will truly be “the salt of the earth” in nurturing disciples to reach the lost.  Professional church workers will have an opportunity to join together in a banquet, worship and attend workshops/presentations together.  

We look forward to seeing you there!

October is Clergy Month

October is national “Clergy Appreciation Month,” and October 12 is suggested as “Clergy Appreciation Sunday.”
The Commission on Ministerial Growth and Support (CMGS) encourages each congregation to celebrate the significant work of their pastor(s).  Watch for the Clergy Appreciation poster coming to your congregation in October.
For congregations with newly graduated pastors, the CMGS offers Post-Seminary Applied Learning and Support (PALS) groups for continuing education and collegial activities to help in the transition from seminary life to life in parish ministry.

For further information about PALS and other CMGS programs, contact the CMGS at cmgs@lcms.org.
REACHING OUT - YOU CAN DO IT!

Throughout many Christian circles today, the following questions are hot topics: 
“How can the people in my congregation reach out to those who have turned away from God?” 
“The younger generation doesn't even have a church vocabulary!  How am I supposed to talk with them about God?” 
“How might we relate in meaningful ways to the refugees and immigrants in our community?” “My church just doesn’t seem motivated to share the Gospel.  What can I/we do?”  

Sound familiar?  If your congregation is looking for ways to take the warmth and message of the Gospel out into your world, the NOW District offers you an opportunity, through a 3 hour initial workshop, to assess your outreach potential and inclinations toward cross-cultural ministry as well as an intentional look at the demographics of your community and the opportunities these ‘stats’ provide for outreach to your community.  Participants will come away with an appreciation for how the Spirit has gifted your fellowship for several unique outreach possibilities! Give Steve Henderson a call for more information at 503-288-8383 or e-mail at steveh@nowlcms.org
LEADERSHIP ADVANCEMENT PROCESS

Check out the new Deacons in Action page on the LAP website:  http://www.nowlcms.org/ExpandingMinistries/LAP/Deacons.aspx
There is still time to enroll in Teaching the Faith, Old Testament and Basic Preaching online this fall and into 2009.  Contact Lenette Schuldheisz at LSchuldheisz@cu-portland.edu for more information.

Consecrated Stewards Renews Projects and Spirit of Salem, Oregon, Congregation

People typically don’t like discussing money, especially when it consumes most of the agenda of a board or committee. That was the situation the Parish Planning Council at Redeemer Lutheran Church, Salem, OR, found itself in—meeting mostly about money.

“While the congregation had been generous when giving for special projects, they still needed help meeting the church’s monthly expenses,” said Jan Shearer, council member and current chairperson of Redeemer’s Consecrated Stewards program.

The council has used LCEF’s Consecrated Stewards program for two years, and elected to use the program for another year. “We were presented with the truth that stewardship is spiritual act of worship,” Shearer said. The program is well designed, with team-member roles and tasks concisely outlined, and led by an outside teacher, not a congregation member, she said.

“It has given the congregation a shot in the arm—a boost of energy to see the opportunities God has presented us.”

For more information about Lutheran Church Extension Fund’s Consecrated Stewards program, contact Ryan McIvor ryanm@nowlcms.org or Susan Olson susano@nowlcms.org  at the Northwest District office or visit www.lcef.org and go to the services tab to view clips about program details. 

Northwest District LCMS Campus Ministry Recognition Sunday

October 19, 2008.  The Northwest District is blessed with congregations who have engaged college students in active ministry.  For more information on Campus Ministries in the Northwest District go to this link: 
http://www.nowlcms.org/whats_new_article.aspx?WID=266&DID=5
2009 SALARY GUIDELINES

The Salary GUIDELINES have been revised for 2009.  A copy of these guidelines were mailed last week to Pastors and Treasurers of every congregation…they are also posted on the Northwest District web at: http://www.nowlcms.org/Resources/GeneralServices/CurrentSalaryGuidelines.pdf
2009 DISTRICT CONVENTION

The theme of the 2009 District Convention is “The Spirit Gives Life”; the dates for the convention are: 

June 18-20, 2009.

Vice Presidents, Clemens Pera, Larry Meyer, Ty Miles and Board Member Lois Banke will not be seeking re-election at the District Convention in 2009.

EQUIPPING TO SHARE WORKSHOP- GIVE IT A TRY!
Wil Gehrke of Reedsport, OR shares this information about the Equipping to Share workshop which was held on September 25 at Beautiful Savior in Reedsport, OR:

“The workshop had good, solid Biblical content.  The presentation includes input about witnessing hindrances, overcoming those fears, dispelling myths and excuses about witnessing.  Information was shared about LCEF community profiles and profiles available through Lutheran Hour Ministries. Information was share about Lutheran Hour programs including “New Neighborhood Outreach and “Practicing Hospitality.”  

The section of the presentation I considered most valuable, especially for us in the northwest, was reaching the de-churched and the world view of the unchurched.

I recommend that congregations in the NW District or entire Circuits schedule an “Equipping to Share” workshop.  It is presented on the level of the laity, but pastors also benefit.  I believe it will stimulate pastors and their people to work together at outreach.

The total cost of the workshop (paid to Lutheran Hour Ministries) is $500.00.  This includes the workshop materials, the airfare of the presenter and other expenses the presenter has on the trip out.  The hosting congregation is responsible for providing a noon meal.  Our workshop began at 10:00 a.m. and concluded at 3:00 p.m.

If you want to know more about the workshop and the Beautiful Savior experience with “Equipping to Share” send Pastor Gehrke an email at: wkgehrke@charter.net or give him a phone call at 541-271-2895.  You can contact Sarah Guldalian of LHM at Sarah.Guldalian@lhm.org.
Alaska Mission for Christ 

Alaska Mission for Christ is now praying for more long term volunteers to step out in faith to be placed in places like Tetlin, Mentasta, or Bethel.   We also need more congregations and individuals to step out to partner with us to support those missionaries.  So please pray to the LORD of the harvest that he will send workers into the great Alaskan harvest field. 

If you are interested in serving as a long term volunteer missionary (or know someone who might be) in an Alaskan Village please contact Todd Roeske at:  toddroeske@ilovealaska.net 

For more information on this ministry and serving as a missionary in AK - go to this link:

http://www.nowlcms.org/ExpandingMinistries/AlaskaMC.aspx
UPCOMING MISSIONARY EVENTS
The successful completion of a 30-year New Testament Bible translation missionary project in Papua, New Guinea, and future mission efforts, will be the focal points of a celebration luncheon hosted by Lutheran Bible Translators (LBT).  Portland area Lutherans are invited to attend, and to bring friends interested in the impact of missionary work. 

The luncheon, set for noon, will be held Saturday, Nov. 8 at Multnomah Falls Lodge, Columbia Gorge Scenic Hwy. Portland.  It will feature Rev. Terry and Janet Borchard. The Borchards have been working on various projects among the Ipili people in an isolated, mountainous province of Western New Guinea since 1970.  
More than 2 decades separate Ed and Wilma Rupprecht’s first overseas missionary tour from their second.  They’ll be returning to Nigeria this February, partnering with several Nigerian Lutheran Churches to develop translation plans for people who speak one of more than 90 languages.

Their mission efforts will be one focal point of a celebration luncheon hosted by Lutheran Bible Translators (LBT).  Seattle area residents are invited to attend, and to bring friends interested in the impact of missionary work. The luncheon, set for noon, will be held Monday, Nov. 10 at the Issaquah Holiday Inn, 1801-12th Ave NW, Issaquah, WA.

More details for these events are available on the District Calendar of Events.

TENDER LOVING CARE
Trinity Lutheran Church, Rochester, Minnesota seeks to assist your members who travel to the Mayo Clinic.

Will you or someone in your congregation be receiving care at the Mayo Clinic in Rochester, Minnesota?  Trinity Lutheran Church of Rochester offers their TLCare ministry to out of town medical guests.  We strive to serve people in many ways such as prayer support, a homemade meal, a visit from one of our caring members, free parking in our lot, a comfortable place to go between appointments, and more.  Please let us know when you are coming to town by emailing Jennifer at tlcjennifer@charterinternet.com or Pastor Otte at pastorotte@charterinternet.com. 

QUALITY PIPE ORGAN ACCOMPANIMENTS

Public domain hymns can be downloaded for free as mp3 files. These are not just midi files, but recordings of an actual pipe organ in Australia by a retired clergyman, Clyde McLennan. A few of the tunes are copyrighted, but are legally downloaded for a very small fee due to an agreement that the author has with the music industry. The site also includes easy listening piano music, other music, lyrics, and sheet music of public domain hymns that can be downloaded for free at http://www.smallchurchmusic.com
This is useful for congregations that may not always have a live organist on hand but need a quality accompaniment to play through their sound system. We have used this at Trinity Lutheran Church, Walla Walla with great success. The tunes are very singable with some variety between stanzas. They sound so realistic we have people turn around to see who is playing the organ. You may contact Pastor Steve Juergensen for more information at : penguinsrus@charter.net
THE PARISH PAPER

Each month the District posts a copy of  The Parish Paper by Lyle Schaller with encouraging words and ideas to help your congregation.  This month’s paper focuses on “Requirements for Membership: Which Ones Matter?”…these Parish Papers are posted at this link: 

http://www.nowlcms.org/whats_new_article.aspx?WID=252&DID=2
MINISTRY RESOURCE
Pure Life Alliance is a ministry network between churches, therapists, authors, and attorneys who work together for purity within the body of Christ.  We seek to assist men and women in their pursuit of healthy sexuality and to restore marriages that have been damaged as a result of sexual impurity. 

www.purelifealliance.org 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS AND CLASSIFIED ADS
Every month these pages receive numerous updates – check them out at these links:

Classified Ads - http://www.nowlcms.org/general_services/ClassifiedAds.aspx
Calendar of Events  - http://www.nowlcms.org/General_Services/CalendarofEvents.aspx


Submit a Prayer Request or Share an Answered Prayer
Subscribe to District Email Communications at http://www.nowlcms.org/General_Services/Subscribe.aspx 
Prior issues of NEWS NOW can be accessed  at http://www.nowlcms.org/CurrentPublications/NewsNow.aspx
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