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A MESSAGE FROM PRESIDENT PAUL LINNEMANN
“Glory to God in the highest, and peace on earth, good will to all.” We just heard the angels’ proclamation again as we celebrated Christmas, and these words are as true today as they were that first Christmas. There are no conditions expressed. There is no room for doubt. God has brought His peace and His blessing to a needy world.

God is still in charge, and His plan for redeeming His people is sure and certain. Our Lord has entrusted this message to His people, and He has given to us the opportunity to share it today. Because our Lord Jesus, came and lived and suffered, died, and rose again, this proclamation is a reality for us and for the whole world.

As we begin a new year and a new decade, may God bless us all as we seek to live the angels’ proclamation in all our relationships. May people see that our Lord is alive and living because they see Him living in us. 

God bless you in the new year and beyond.

NORTHWEST DISTRICT BUSINESS MANAGER - RETIREMENT
It is time!  After 10+ years of faithful and rewarding service, the District’s Business Manager, Martha Conboy, is retiring this year.  If you have experience/background in financial management and/or reporting, human resources, management, written and/or verbal communications and would like more information, please give our office a call at (503) 288-8383 or send an e-mail to Martha at MarthaC@nowlcms.org. 

Job Description, and a Poster on availability of this position are available at:  http://www.nowlcms.org/general_services/ClassifiedAds.aspx
VICARS AND CANDIDATES - UPCOMING DEADLINE
Please contact the President's office - jennym@nowlcms.org for instructions on calling a May 2010 seminary graduate or vicar.  We will send you an application if you are considering this option.  The deadline for applications to be in the President's office is March 1, 2010.   

PUT THE ALMIGHTY BACK IN THE ALMIGHTY DOLLAR
Major financial decisions rest on your shoulders every day and with tax season looming they may seem even more burdensome. There are choices to consider, but how about a choice that works for you—AND the church—at the same time? The Lutheran Church Extension Fund (LCEF) has options for you - IRAs, fixed term notes, health savings certificates, emergency savings funds and more.  Call LCEF today at 1-800-THE-LCEF (843-5233) or visit www.lcef.org to learn more. LCEF representatives in the Northwest District, also welcome your questions and conversations about LCEF's ministry-through-investment opportunities. Contact Ryan McIvor, LCEF District Vice-President, (ryanm@nowlcms.org) or Susan Olson, LCEF Director of Marketing and Volunteers (susano@nowlcms.org)  1-888-693-5264 or 503-288-8383 in the Portland-Metro area.

CENTER FOR PRAYER RENEWAL RETREATS ARE FULL
We are pleased to report that all three phases of the Center for Prayer Renewal retreats being held at the Cannon Beach Conference Center February 1-3, 2010 are now full. Please pray with us for those who will attend and facilitate these retreats. Thanks be to God!

We are attempting to provide another set of retreats later in 2010 at another location - yet to be determined. If you would be interested in receiving information about these retreats, please email Susan Olson at the Northwest District office and she will put you on the notification list. Email:  Susano@nowlcms.org  Thank you for your interest and your prayers!

A NEW YEAR…A NEW WAY TO SERVE…
Resolution 2-05: TO ENCOURAGE INTENTIONAL OUTREACH TO THE OLDER GENERATION was adopted at the 2009 District Convention.  To assist congregations in the Northwest District to make this resolution an important part of their ministry focus, President Linnemann is establishing an advisory group of passionate volunteers to organize ideas and resources to assist our congregations.  This is a short term commitment with an initial face-to-face meeting and subsequent meetings by phone conference.  We are asking all people in the Northwest District to prayerfully consider if Outreach to the Older Generation is an area where God is calling you to serve.  If so, please email Jenny McIvor at JennyM@nowlcms.org with Older Generation in the subject line, and share with her your willingness to serve along with complete contact information.  This invitation is open to all and we hope to have a good cross section of men and women of all ages and walks of life to focus on this important resolution and its implementation in our congregations.  (The resolution can be viewed on the District website on page 8 of the pdf document located at this link: http://www.nowlcms.org/Resources/Conv2009/Adopted-ResolutionsNOW-District-Convention-2009.pdf
NATURAL CHURCH DEVELOPMENT
Now is the perfect time for an NCD Church Health Survey for your church! The start of a New Year is one of the best times to evaluate the health of your church. Between January and June churches can make tremendous progress improving ministry effectiveness. If you have completed ONE NCD Survey and not yet completed a Second Survey you don't know how much improvement has occurred as a result of any changes you have implemented. If you are not familiar with the survey or processes, we can match you with an NCD Coach who will guide you through the process.

The NCD Church Health Survey is still the most widely used survey in the world and is affordable for churches of all sizes. Each survey costs only $150. This resource and books to accompany the survey are available by contacting Patti Maggiora at the District Office – pattim@nowlcms.org or by phone at 888-693-5267 or in the Portland area at 503-288-8383, x123.

HMONG HYMNALS
After six long years of effort a new Hmong hymnal has been created thanks to many volunteers and contributors. The Lutheran Heritage Foundation is coordinating the printing. The hymnal will be distributed to all Hmong Lutheran ministries in North America and Asia for their use in worship. If you have Hmong attendees at your church, please contact Patti Maggiora so we can make sure you are on the list for distribution. pattim@nowlcms.org or by phone at 888-693-5267 or in the Portland area at 503-288-8383, x123.

YOU'RE NOT IN KANSAS ANYMORE 
For those of you who wish to view the ‘You’re Not in Kansas Anymore’ presentation by Rev. Paul Gossman on 9/27 at Concordia Portland, it is available at this link:  http://www.cu-portland.edu/call/kansas.zip

“GOOD NEWS FROM THE FIELD"
Check out this story regarding Tim & Heidi Norton, missionaries from Northwest District. To view the story, please use this link: http://blog.lcmsworldmission.org/2009/12/29/good-news-from-tim-and-heidi-norton-in-guinea/. Please pray for the Norton family by submitting a prayer card at this site:  www.lcmsworldmission.org/prayercards.

TRACKING THE SPIRIT
Tracking the Spirit sessions in January are scheduled in Florence, OR and Snohomish, WA. Churches where sessions occurred in 2009 have noticed some interesting excitement among members and momentum toward increased outreach in their communities. If you are interested in scheduling a session at your church to see what the Holy Spirit might have in mind for your church, have a few possible dates in mind and contact Patti Maggiora at the District Office – pattim@nowlcms.org or by phone at 888-693-5267 or in the Portland area at 503-288-8383, x123.

STEWARDSHIP
Financial stewardship is based on the belief that God is the true and ultimate owner of each person's possessions, and that one is accountable to God for the acceptable care and use of those possessions. With many experiencing challenges in this economically difficult time, the subject of tithing is likely one which many are wrestling with given their financial picture. Here’s a free download of a book by Mark Victor Hansen on tithing which may open some eyes about God’s solution to this economic crisis. See what you think. http://www.gregwriter.com/bonusgifts/themiracleoftithing.pdf
Only one shelf of “Congregational Stewardship Workbooks” are still available for order from Expanding Ministries. This comprehensive look at stewardship from many angles includes such topics as theology, forming committees, education, projects, pastoral issues and resources. Originally $160, you can get one for the $5 cost of shipping while supplies last. Contact Patti Maggiora at pattim@nowlcms.org or call 503-288-8383 / 888-693-5267 – x123.

ETHNIC MINISTRY
Through Ethnic Ministry efforts District wide, immigrant families are being helped and brought to the Lord, yet there are still many challenges. With a lack of cultural understanding of living in America, thriving spiritually, culturally and economically can be quite challenging.

Some inspired leaders are mentoring emerging ethnic leaders. If the Holy Spirit is nudging you to provide mentoring support, or to partner with a possible ethnic leader to shepherd ethnically diverse neighbors, please contact Patti Maggiora in Expanding Ministries to share how you would like to help. pattim@nowlcms.org or 503-288-8383, x 123.

OUTREACH
Thanks to Rev. Dr. Herb Hoefer of Concordia University for his three page review of the book They Like Jesus But Not The Church, by Dan Kimball (Zondervan, 2007, 271 pp). For churches looking to reach out to young people outside the church, this review may provide some insight. The review can be found at this link, Expanding Ministries > Outreach Central 

RETIREMENT CONNECTION
 

Baby boomers are aging and many are retiring. For those of you who are in that group and/or who have friends and family members who are, please make a note of this RSO with connections to abundant resources in these areas - Care & Health, Community & Government, Housing, and Professional Services. www.RetirementConnection.com or 800-296-6408.

 

STAYING CONNECTED DURING A HEALTH CRISIS
 

Caring Bridge is a non-profit organization which provides free, private, personalized websites for easier communication with family and friends during a health crisis, treatment and recovery. Their mission is to bring together a global community of care powered by the love of family and friends in an easy, accessible and private way. www.caringbridge.org, 651-452-7940 or 651-789-2300 for more information.

 

ANNUAL REPORTING FORMS FOR COMMISSIONED MINISTERS
 

Thank you to all Commissioned Ministers on Candidate, Non-Candidate and Emeritus Status who have returned your Annual Reporting Forms. This is a yearly report that must be submitted to the Northwest District office as a condition of you continued membership in the Synod. The deadline for returning the form is January 31, 2010. Filling out and returning the form keeps the synod from removing our commissioned ministers from the roster.

NATIONAL YOUTH GATHERING UPDATE
The BLOG (NYG 2010: Northwest District Blog: http://nyg2010nwd.blogspot.com) will be the main source of communication in the future months.  Online registration continues…….

Jamie L Walters, DCE _ NYG NORTHWEST DISTRICT COORDINATOR can be reached at: St John Lutheran Church • PO BOX 774 • Palmer, AK 99645 •Office: 907.745.3338 or Cell: 907.355.1456 • DCE@ST-JOHN-LUTHERAN.ORG 

2009-2010 EARLY CHILDHOOD LEADERSHIP SERIES WEBINAR SCHEDULE
 

January 19, 2010       "Staffing for the Early Childhood Center"- Dr. Mark Wahlers         
February 16, 2010     "Business Plans in the Early Childhood Center"- Denny Stoecklin

March 16, 2010         "How to be a Board for The Early Childhood Center"- Dick Weniger        
April 13, 2010            "Working With Sensory Development"- Sarah Hadley

 
All of the Early Childhood Leadership Series Webinar’s have been recorded. To access the Early Childhood Webinar Library go to our website: http://www.nowlcms.org/educational_services/EarlyChildMin.aspx
EARLY CHILDHOOD DIRECTORS PORTLAND/VANCOUVER REGIONAL MEETING
All Early Childhood Director’s in the Portland/Vancouver area are invited to a regional meeting at the District office on Friday, January 15, 2010.  Our guest speaker will be Susan Olson, Director of Marketing and Volunteers, Lutheran Church Extension Fund (LCEF) and District Prayer Ministry Coordinator, Encourager-Northwest District LCMS. The topic she has chosen is “Children and Prayer”.  During our Lord’s earthly ministry, He welcomed little children, even when his disciples were trying to keep them away and considered them nuisances. (Mark 10:13-16 and Matthew 18:1-4).  Jesus loves to have children talk with Him and He loves to talk with them through His Word, the Holy Scriptures and through prayer.
Children learn to pray the same way that they learn to talk:
• By Listening to us as adults pray, and, then,
• By imitating what we say and do as we pray.
 
That’s a mighty big responsibility– to be examples of prayer in the lives of children.  This will be an informal time of sharing and learning how we all might better approach prayer in our lives and with the children in our midst.

SUSTAINABLE LUTHERAN SCHOOLS INITIATIVE (SLSI)
SLSI Webinar Library is now available online. These webinars include principal’s, administrators, pastor’s and admission’s counselors signed up for the Sustainable Lutheran Schools Initiative. If you have misplaced or forgotten your user name and password, please give the office a call at 503-288-8383 or email laurieb@nowlcms.org so that we can provide it to you.

PORTAND-VANCOUVER REGIONAL TEACHERS WINTER CONFERENCE
 

The Portland-Vancouver Regional Teacher’s Winter Conference is scheduled for Friday, January 29, 2010 from 9:00am-3:15pm.  It is being held at Trinity Lutheran School in Oregon City, located at 16000 S Henrici Rd, in Oregon City, OR.  The cost per attendee is $25.00.  If you missed the email registration form and would like another please contact Laurie at laurieb@nowlcms.org.  The deadline for registering is the 15th of January.

 

DCE CONFERENCE 2010
 

The registration for the DCE Conference was emailed out in December, 2009. It is being held in Leavenworth, Washington and will be March 2-4, 2010. If you have not received the email, please contact Laurie at laurieb@nowlcms.org for additional materials.

 

EARLY CHILDHOOD DIRECTOR'S CONFERENCE
 

The dates have now been set for the Early Childhood Director’s Conference. They are April 9-10, 2010 and will be held at the Clarion Hotel- Portland, Airport. More information will be arriving soon.

 

LCMS NATIONAL LUTHERAN SCHOOLS WEEK IS March 7-13, 2010

 
The theme is “Securing Each Child’s Future — For A Life of Service” based on 1 Cor. 12:5. The 2010 Worship and Resource Manual is $20.00 and available as an electronic PDF file only. The book will be available after January 1, 2010. To order, go to http://www.lcms.org/ca/dcs/dcsstore/products.asp?cat=16 Other promotional information is available at www.cph.org.  All preschools, elementary schools and high schools have been sent a sample mailing. 

 

ADMINISTRATORS CONFERENCE
The Administrators Conference has now been scheduled. The dates will be May 5-7, 2010 and will be held at the Clarion Hotel- Portland Airport. More information will be arriving soon.

NETWORKING WITH CONGREGATIONS RE SOFTWARE USE
 
What software are you using for Accounting and Database functions in your church? Do they work? 

We would like to keep a list of different softwares being used by congregations, so we can network churches that might have insights or need help on how certain softwares work - would you be willing to share information with us? what you are using and how well does it works - or how well it does not work?  Return the information to Vickik@nowlcms.org.  We are specifically looking for those who use Quickbooks in order to answer a question that came to us via the website, but other information provided will be helpful in the future.  Thanks in advance!
YOUTH SUPPORTS
 

Have you made any New Year's resolutions yet? John Wengel, Director of Christian Education at Trinity Lutheran Church in Oregon City, has some suggestions for you in light of some promises from the Lord. Take the time to read it and find some encouragement for yourself in your ministry with youth! You can find a downloadable copy at this link: http://www.nowlcms.org/educational_services/YouthSupports06.aspx
Youth Supports is a monthly newsletter with articles written by those from our Northwest District who are involved in youth ministry. The newsletter is provided by the district's Youth Ministry Task Force and is intended to support and encourage all who are involved in working with youth in their congregation. Subjects range from more personal spiritual matters to practical suggestions for working with youth and helping them to grow in Christ.

Be sure to share the article with everyone in your congregation who is involved with youth. Set up a time to talk about the article and how it applies to you and your youth ministry setting.

To read the linked article, you'll need to have Acrobat Reader®. You can get it for free if you don't yet have it by going to: http://www.adobe.com/products/acrobat/readstep2.html
 

NORTHWEST PASSAGE MOVING TOWARD "NORTHWEST E-PASSAGE":
 

In our quest to be good stewards, the District Editorial Team will transition Northwest Passage toward an electronic publication over the next few issues for those with email. This will not eliminate printed copies altogether, however we expect it will reduce printed copies thus saving dollars. Give us your feedback at this link:  http://www.nowlcms.org//CurrentPublications/NWPassageSurvey.aspx
 

IRS MILEAGE RATES FOR 2010
 

Effective January 1, 2010, the new IRS mileage rates are as follows:

 

· Standard business rate:  $.50 per mile

· Medical & moving rate:  $.165 per mile

· Charitable rate:  remains unchanged at $.14 per mile

CLASSIFIED ADS and CALENDAR OF EVENTS:
 

Several new job postings have been added to the District Classified Ads page which is updated monthly as well as events on the District Calendar of Events.
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