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WELCOME OUR NEW ADMIN ASSISTANT

Patti Maggiora joins the Northwest District staff as Administrative Assistant to the Director of Expanding Ministries.  Patti’s professional experience includes administrative officer for an international leadership development company, retail management, sales, business owner, and printing industry experience. Her diverse background combined with her passion for making a difference will certainly be an asset to the Northwest District and the congregations we serve. 

Patti and her husband Mark are members of Memorial Lutheran Church in Vancouver, Washington where she serves as Congregational Secretary, part of the Worship Team, and has been the coordinator for their annual Summer Block Party for the past two years.   Patti and Mark have four grown children and one grandson. They are avid skiers, gardeners and are actively involved in the Vancouver community. Through their efforts, this past fall they organized the first Americans Building Community Paint-a-Thon. With volunteer time and donated materials they facilitated 15 homes of economically challenged neighbors being painted in their neighborhood. Patti was also instrumental in locating 21 needy families who received raised garden beds in their back yards. The families received vegetable plants, supplies and mentoring for raising a home garden as part of the Home Grown Project. 

You can reach Patti at the District Office from 6-2:30 Monday through Friday at 503.288.8383 or 888.693.5267, ext 123 or by email at pattim@nowlcms.org.

BURIAL ASSISTANCE PLAN—REACHING OTHERS FOR CHRIST

Simple burial plan makes a big difference for poor Vietnamese families
 

Phuong Tran knows what it’s like when someone makes a difference in 

another’s life. After being a soldier in the South Vietnamese military, imprisoned for six years and released due to the efforts of a Vietnamese Humanitarian Organization, he came to the US in 1995. His family followed several years later. Phuong’s wife, three sons and two daughters worship together with him at Holy Cross Vietnamese Lutheran Ministry, Portland, Oregon.
Mr. Tran is the President of the Vietnamese Funeral Support Fund, a ministry founded and organized by Pastor Van Cong Phan of Holy Cross Vietnamese Lutheran Ministry. This simple yet helpful program assists immigrant families from his home country at very little cost to the family of the deceased. Mr. Tran says, “The focus is on the poor people and older single people.” Pastor Phan adds, “I use it as a Gospel outreach program. The target is to bring the Lord to them.” This non-profit all volunteer organization is working very well. For more specific information, see the Expanding Ministries, Multi Cultural Resources.
Holy Cross Lutheran Vietnamese Ministry, Portland, OR, is a ministry with the mandated resolution of the Northwest District 2006 Convention. Contributions may be sent designated to the Ethnic Ministries Fund, Northwest District-LCMS, 1700 N. E. Knott St., Portland, OR, 97212. Individuals, congregations and agencies are encouraged to support this ministry.
Marriage-Tune-Up CONFERENCE

Thriving Families of Clark County brings you, Marriage Tune-Up Conference, at Crossroads Community Church – Vancouver WA.  Friday, Feb 20th, 7- 9 PM Saturday, Feb 21st, 8-12 AM 
Can you imagine someone buying a car, thinking they'll never have to do anything but drive it, and expecting it to last forever? They never change the oil or the tires, never take it in for service, never replace the hoses, belts, or plugs. They just assume it will last a lifetime without any care. Ridiculous assumption, isn't it? Yet, the majority of couples in this country have adopted that attitude about their marriages. A husband and wife think they can drive their relationship right out of the altar, never do any maintenance on it, and it will last forever. The same logic that tells us a car won't last under those conditions should tell us a marriage won't either. Sad to say, though, many of us take better care of our car than our marriage. Maybe it's just that we need to change our "spark" plugs, perhaps we've been noticing our communication has been "missing." It could be that we need a major overhaul. Most wives might even be quick to say his "block" is cracked! 

This conference offers you the unique chance to work on and celebrate your marriage in a relaxed atmosphere filled with laughter, insight, and interaction with your spouse.  Jeff and Debby McElroy, founders of Forever Families, Inc., designed the conference to be unlike any other you've attended on marriage. As the most sought-after couple in the area of marriage enrichment in the country, they have used their experience on the national speaking circuit to design a conference with humor, insight, and straight talk.  Don’t miss it.  

In support of those men and women who protect us, we are offering this conference free to all active military and first responders. As an evangelism opportunity, any paying couple can invite another couple for free. 

For a Valentines experience you will remember for a lifetime, register today @ www.thrivingfamilies.org.  For more information, contact Mark Maggiora, Thriving Families Board Member and Congregational President at Memorial Lutheran Church, 360-992-9969.

LCEF – MAKING A RESOLUTION?

What sort of New Year’s Resolutions should Christians make? Go to this link http://www.nowlcms.org/Resources/LCEF/Rep%20News-JAN09.pdf for some thought provoking comments in the Lutheran Church Extension Fund Newsletter. 
LCMS Servant events at Camp Perkins, Idaho

Looking for a local servant event?  Camp Perkins in Idaho’s Sawtooth Mountains is hosting two servant events with the LCMS in the summer of 2009!  Service projects will focus on helping out on-site to control erosion and allow easier access for guests of all ages to Camp Perkins.  The Servant Events are June 14-19 and June 21-26, 2009.  Options for Horseback Riding and Whitewater Rafting exist as well!  If High School participants would like to engage in service projects but are not able to come with their youth group, individuals are welcome to sign up for our High School Servant event July 5-10.  For more information about these local servant events, contact Paul Holle at Paul@CampPerkins.org or 208-788-0897.

CONCORDIA UNIVERSITY NURSING PROGRAM
Individuals who may be thinking about a future in nursing are invited to learn about Concordia University’s outstanding Nursing program at an information session on Thursday, January 15, 2009 from 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. in Luther Hall, Room 121.  Dr. Joyce Zerwekh, director of this program, will discuss general program information and outline what to expect as a Concordia nursing student.  Representatives from the Office of Admission will also be available to explain the application process and prerequisite course requirements.  Register now as space is limited.  Registration is available at http://www.cu-portland.edu/hhs/undergraduate/nursing/rsvp.cfm , or by calling 503-280-8501 or 800-321-9371.  

CHRISTI CRUX CHOIR “CU SUNDAY”
Concordia University’s Christi Crux Choir will be performing at Prince of Life Lutheran Church on January 25, 2009.  Prince of Life Lutheran Church is located in Oregon City at 13896 S. Meyers Road; the church office phone number is 503-657-3100.  For concert updates, please visit the Concordia University website at: www.cu-portland.edu or call Jim Pressnell at 503-493-6574.
LUTHERAN NIGHT – CHEER CU TO VICTORY!
Join us for this fun-filled annual event as we celebrate our Lutheran heritage and cheer the Concordia Women and Mens Basketball teams to victory as they play against Northwest Christian University.  The night’s activities will feature student performers from Portland-area Lutheran schools, as well as competitions, give-aways, and more!  The women’s game starts at 5:30 p.m. and the men’s game starts at 7:30 p.m.  Both will be held in Concordia’s gymnasium.  Bring a church bulletin from the month of January for FREE admission to the games.  

An Announcement from the Association of Lutheran Church Musicians National Conference – Milwaukee, August 2 – 5, 2009

“Brimmed for Pouring: Pastors, Musicians and the Whole People of God” is a summer continuing education opportunity for all Lutheran pastors, musicians, and worship leaders. How do pastors and musicians work together to serve the church? What are the blessings of each role? The challenges? Come to Milwaukee, Wisconsin from August 2-5 2009 and experience days filled with engaging speakers, inspiring worship and valuable connections with colleagues. For more information and to register, visit www.alcm2009.com.  Young Lutherans Sing, a summer choral experience for 4th – 8th graders will be held on the campus of Carthage College in Kenosha, WI July 28 – August 1. The final day will connect with the ALCM  pre-conference event.  Visit www.alcm.org for more information.
Information Session for Individuals Interested in MAT and M.Ed.

Students interested in either a Master of Arts in Teaching degree (full-time or part-time) or a Masters in Education degree are invited to attend the following information sessions: 

MAT Informational Session: Thursday, January 8 & 22 at 6:00 p.m. Concordia University/Luther Hall
M.Ed Informational Session: Thursday, January 8 at 6:00 p.m. Concordia University/Luther Hall
This is a great opportunity to meet with a graduate counselor from the Office of Admission, who will discuss general information regarding each program, the application checklist and procedures, general schedules for each program, testing requirements (for MAT students), financial aid opportunities, and Concordia's history & excellent reputation for educating quality teachers.  Attendees will also receive an information packet and have an opportunity to cover any questions they might have regarding these outstanding programs.  Take your first step to becoming a certified teacher.  To RSVP for these sessions or to find out when additional sessions will be held call 800-321-9371 or visit www.concordiateacher.com.
PORTLAND LUTHERAN OPEN HOUSE
Portland Lutheran School, located at 740 SE 182nd, will be hosting the second of its 2008 - 2009 open houses on Sunday, January 11 from 2:00 - 4:00 p.m.  Portland Lutheran is a Christian pre-Kindergarten through 12th grade school that prepares students for lifelong learning and service.  Students at PLS experience a meaningful integrated program of academics, arts, athletics, social activities and spiritual education.  Learn about the mission and practices of the school, take a guided tour of the campus and classrooms, talk with current students and certified teachers:  discover what makes Portland Lutheran unique!  

For more information, visit the PLS website at www.portland-lutheran.org, or call 503-667-3199 ext 354.


Submit a Prayer Request or Share an Answered Prayer
Subscribe to District Email Communications at http://www.nowlcms.org/General_Services/Subscribe.aspx 
Prior issues of NEWS NOW can be accessed  at http://www.nowlcms.org/CurrentPublications/NewsNow.aspx
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