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“What about the Rainbow?”















“Whenever the rainbow appears in the clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant between God and all living creatures of every kind on earth.”


We are well familiar with the rainbow we read about in Genesis chapter 9. The rainbow serves as a sign of God’s covenant with his creation.  Never again would God destroy the earth by means of a flood. Whenever the rainbow appeared God would remember his promise. 

This promise was first made to Noah. Noah had just experienced the horrifying and devastating flood that totally wiped out human existence. Only Noah and his family had been saved… In thanksgiving Noah built an altar. He offered burnt offerings... In response to this offering God was moved to make a promise never again to destroy the earth by flood. 

So what about the rainbow? We mediate today on this text. I want us to mediate and remember God’s mercy, his goodness, his promise.

What about the rainbow? First point --Never again will God destroy his creatures with a flood. The promise went further that God will always bless and prosper the earth and it fruits so that the human race can be naturally nourished and sustained so long as the earth endures. Psalm 104 tells us “At your rebuke the waters fled; at the sound of your thunder they took flight. They flowed over the mountains; they went down to the valleys to the place you assigned for them. You set a boundary they cannot cross; never again will they cover the earth. He makes springs pour water into the ravines; it flows between the mountains. They give water to the beast of the field; the wild donkeys quench their thirst. The birds of the air nest by the waters; they sing among the branches.”  God will sustain and bless the earth. So to Noah and his sons God said, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth.” The rainbow in the heavens was a visible sign and proof. God would keep his covenant with his creation. 

You and I walk in a trust and in a confidence in God who is all powerful… in a God who is gracious and merciful… who is faithful to keep his promises. God made me and all creatures and he still sustains them. God has given me house and home, wife and children, shoes and clothing, food and drink, everything that preserves and blesses my life-- he gives. He defends from danger and guards and protects me from evil. 

Even in the difficulties and sorrows of our life… God is still there. God is able. We don’t fear. We overcome fear by trust in this Almighty God…. How much the rainbow meant to Noah can only be imagined. Certainly it can be said when he saw it, a confidence and joy filled his heart. God would never break faith with his creation. You and I place our trust in the same Almighty God of creation. 

Being in the military is a special calling, vocation in life. It brings it  own hardships—separation from family, not always comfortable. Not mention we may have to put our life o the line for our country. Even when great trouble comes... you and I have confidence. You and I have joy in God who is merciful and good. 

What about the rainbow??? Second ---The promise it contains is reflection of God even greater promises he has made with humanity. The Christian faith teaches the message of God’s even greater covenant in his Son Jesus Christ. There is the sign of the rainbow yes, but even more revealed today there are the further things that God has accomplished. For us we know there is the sign of the cross--- there is the sign of the empty tomb. God promises and mercy and grace are so great. He gave his only begotten son that whosever believes in him shall not perish but has eternal life.

The scripture teach us. Blessed be God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and the God of all comfort, who hath loved us, and hath given us everlasting consolation and good hope through grace, and has begotten us again on to a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.


For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive. Being delivered for our offenses, he was raised again for our justification, and has brought life and immortality to light through the Gospel.


He is the first fruits of them that sleep, and says: I am the resurrection and the Life; he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live; and whoever lives and believes in me shall never die.

remember that we face great evil in the world… When we face death and a troubled fallen world… we all the more cling to the promises in the Lord Jesus Christ. We commit ourselves, our lives to the Gospel of God’s Son.

 What about the rainbow. Third ---I want to make the connection today that as God made promises with Noah regarding his first creation, it also brings to remembrance that he promises a new heaven and new earth. Ultimately what is coming with God and his new covenant is this hope---a new creation. Isaiah 65 17: “Behold I will create a new heavens and a new earth. The former things will not be remembered, nor will they come to mind.” 2 Peter 3:12-13 As you look forward to the day of God and speed its coming. That day will bring about the destruction of the heavens by fire, and the elements will melt in its heat. .. But in keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a new heaven and new earth., the home of righteousness.

 We need to remember that everything in this life is passing away.  This life is very frail. Don’t get too comfortable. It is passing away.

 The salvation in Jesus Christ is the promise of eternity. The promise of new heaven and new earth, the home of righteousness.

Fourth – The rainbow reminds us that God’s promises are for all people.   

“Whenever the rainbow appears in the clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant between God and all living creatures of every kind on earth.”  The rainbow arches over us even in troubles and difficulties…. it reminds us of God’s promises to preserve, protect and sustain his creation… It reminds us of further faithful promises of grace fulfilled in his Son Jesus… It points us to the new creation God is bringing, an everlasting shining city is coming for which we wait.  God grant it I pray for Jesus sake. Amen. 

Create in me a clean heart God

And renew a right Spirit within me.

Cast me not away from your presence

And take not your Holy Spirit from me

Restore to me the joy of your salvation

And uphold me with your free Spirit.

