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Friday Prayer for May 11, 2012.

The appointed Scripture readings for this Sunday are:

Psalm 98; Acts 10:34-48; 1 John 5:1-8; John 15:9-17.
Our risen and ascended Lord Jesus, you are Lord of all. Your Heavenly Father appointed you as judge of the living and the dead. We are included in those categories. Thank you that you do not show partiality--that you have no favorites. Thank you that, because of your grace--your unconditional love--you have chosen us to be not only your family members, but also your friends. Our position in your family cost you everything--your perfect life that satisfied the requirement for our Heavenly Father’s acceptance of us; and, your suffering and violent death under his judgment upon our disobedience. Heavenly Father, you raised your Son Jesus from death on the third day, assuring us of the restoration of peace between you and us. We approach you in prayer because we have received your forgiveness of sins through faith in Jesus as our Savior.
O Lord, our Lord, we join with the psalmist in expressions of thanksgiving and praise because you “have done marvelous things. Your right hand and your holy arm”--symbolic words for your power--”have accomplished salvation for us.” And, we must say it again--all by stretching out those same arms and allowing your hands to be nailed to that cross because of your overwhelming love for us. Words cannot express adequately our on-going appreciation of who you are and all that you have done for us! Our lives have been changed forever. In our daily life and in our time of worship with others, release our spirits from all that that prevents us from “bursting into jubilant song.” And, if we do not have a musical voice, then enable us, at least, to “shout for joy before the Lord.”
Our Heavenly Father, when we call you our Father, we acknowledge that we are part of a large family of “children,” towards whom you show no partiality. They are our brothers and sisters in your Son Jesus Christ. To be straight forward with you, Father: that’s where the rub comes for us. In the Gospel reading, we hear you command us, “Love each other as I have loved you.” Without making excuses about it, we acknowledge that we stumble repeatedly in our relationships with one another as Christians. Forgive us. We renounce our unloving attitudes, words and actions.
By the working of your Holy Spirit, produce within us the same change of attitude toward one another that you accomplished in Peter toward the Gentiles in the Acts 10 reading. Work in us in a supernatural way similar to what we read about in the household of Cornelius: “The Holy Spirit came upon all who heard the (Gospel) message” and they spoke differently. As you do so, may the way in which we relate with other Christians demonstrate your living presence within us. And, as you produce in us an ever-increasing measure of the fruit of the Spirit (mentioned in Galatians 5:22-23) may those observing us be “astonished” by the way we love one another, and be drawn to faith In Jesus Christ.
Lord Jesus, you honored your mother in your ministry and while dying on the cross. Show us how to honor our mothers, regardless of what they have been like to us, and whether or not they are still living. In your powerful name we pray.  Amen.
View prayer requests at www.northwestdistrictprayer.wordpress.com
You may like to sign up to receive notifications of requests as they are posted.
Post your own requests here, too. Thank you for partnering in prayer!
