The No Frills© Self Study Series

Handout #1 – Outreach 101

The end depends on the beginning.  A house that lasts starts with a solid and true foundation.  A strong body in mid-life begins in early infancy with healthy habits.  Having enough saved for retirement begins with careful planning in our early twenties. The end always depends on the beginning and I’m convinced that our view of outreach begins with two convictions:  
You know of the often disarming and always awesome Easter to just before Pentecost events when Jesus appeared to his disciples over a forty day period. He assured them of forgiveness, provided last minute instructions and swept away any doubt concerning his purpose.  Before ascending, he affirmed that his Father has given him all authority in heaven and on earth. Because this is so, he instructs his followers – then and now - to get out into our spheres of influence and make disciples (Acts 28:16-20). Two elements from this ‘great commission’ grab at us:
Reaching out is not an optional activity for a disciple of Christ or a congregation.

        ‘Therefore go’ is not a suggestion. 
While the Holy Spirit energizes and empowers, the going and reaching out is a human

        endeavor.
You have most likely heard this before, that “faith without works is dead.” As Christians who know that we are saved by ‘faith alone’ we are skeptical of the inference here that we can somehow earn God’s grace.  Still this out-of-context statement from James 2 pulls the disciple of Christ to an issue that cannot be ignored, and that is, ‘how do I live in response to the amazing grace that God, through Jesus, has lavished on me?’

                    How does James 2:14-26 answer this question?

                    What do you make of Paul’s urging to the Ephesians Christians (Chapter 4) to “live a life

                            worthy of the calling you have received.” 

                    And don’t forget the ‘and’ that the writer of Hebrews uses to connect faith and our

                            response to it … that we are to “… hold unswervingly to the hope we profess,

                            for he who promised is faithful. And (emphasis added) let us consider how we may spur

                           one another on toward love and good deeds.” 

Yes, we are saved by grace alone and that grace propels us to respond, to mature as a disciple of Christ, to take care of our biological and Christian families and to introduce people to Jesus through our words and acts of love and kindness. 

Handout #1 – ‘The End Depends On The Beginning.’ From the ‘No Frills©’ self-study series 2008. Property of the NOW District, Steve Henderson






