GO SHARE JESUS

I was a recipient this summer of an Oregon District LWML grant, “Go Share Jesus,” to fund my servant event to Fisher River, Manitoba, where I served the First Nation children in an Ojibwe-Cree village on the banks of Lake Winnipeg, four hours north of Winnipeg.

I and two volunteers, Stephanie from Mass. and Karla from Illinois, delivered a five-day program of VBS, “Under God’s Rainbow,” on behalf of Lutheran Missionaries & Pilots, LAMP, (for which I serve as Exec. Secretary,and a field volunteer.)

Fisher River is a drive-to village, but the airport saw many “teams” from all over the Midwest, headed into the remote north in “the little red plane,” Gordon Johnson, pilot. We were able to take hundreds of pounds of groceries and craft supplies, being met by very gracious “band” officers in their big club cabs! 

This is my fourth summer, and let me tell you: the devil is working overtime in very real and present distractions: tornadic prairie storms spawning fires, record heats of the century wilting our children, deaths in the village triggering wakes and funerals, grave digging, and touching

the lives of many around us with great sadness. 

Our host, native Pastor was touched by this all, and we came to realize the depth of despair in these remote settings where a welfare state breeds hopelessness, and drugs, domestic abuse, and alcoholism result in a staggering 17% teen suicide rate!  These are the children of this second generation the LAMP outreach has touched in its 37th year, since LWML purchased Les Stahlke’s first “little red plane,” and we volunteers feel so compelled to reach out to the teens

with the water and Word of hope, and the lifting of despair.  

We came away on Saturday having made wonderful adult contacts for next year, enrolled 48 exuberant children, received our first “welcome potluck” and two home visits, all telling me the trust built by our faithful presence in the village is what we are about… We went and We Shared Jesus!

Respectfully Yours,

In His Hands…Isaiah 49:16

Patricia Reck

Redmond, Oregon

