RESOLUTION 2-02

Establish a District Task Force for Ethnic Ministries

WHEREAS,
people from non-European background will soon make up the majority of the population on the West Coast of America; and

WHEREAS,
the Northwest District has African-American, Latino, Native American 

and Asian congregations; and

WHEREAS,
a number of our congregations are now working with various ethnic ministries; and

WHEREAS,
the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod has traditionally been very hospitable to immigrants and refugees and has successfully planted congregations to serve them; and

WHEREAS,
the Northwest District is blessed with church leaders from a variety of 

ethnic backgrounds as well as a number of returned foreign missionaries who have experience in applying the Gospel in cross cultural settings; therefore, be it

RESOLVED,
that the District establish a task force for ethnic ministries to:

1) develop a resource center for congregations interested in reaching out to ethnic communities,

2) survey possible mission starts among ethnic groups,

3) To aid the District President in receiving ethnic congregations into full membership with the District and Synod,

4) coordinate theological education for ethnic church leaders through the Lay Assistant Program of the District, the DELTO program, and the special ethnic ministerial programs of the Synod, and

5) create awareness among the congregations of the District of the mission potential of outreach to various ethnic populations; and be it finally

RESOLVED,
that the District President in conjunction with the Board of Directors of the District appoint the members of the task force and determine the frequency and funding of their meetings so that the task force can begin by October 1st, 2003.

FLOOR COMMITTEE NO. 2

Rev. Mark Hoelter, Chairman

(cf Overture 2-01, Establish A District Task Force For Ethnic Ministries, page 6-11)
