Summer 2006 journal (week one)

     The week started with a little anxiety as Emily and I had to leave without Jerry and the truck. It seemed that just when things started to look like they would finally be done, another problem would arrive. I was even beginning to think that Grangeville was cursed or something because it seemed as if the truck would never arrive.

     Emily and I arrived on Monday to the embrace of Trinity Lutheran in Grangeville. This is truly small town USA with everyone doing their very best to make us comfortable. The people here are wonderful and the church reminds me of the country churches you find throughout rural America, very cute and comfortable.

     As we all waited for the truck, we started to make contingency plans in case the truck didn’t arrive. It was agreed that I would put on a drama camp and that is ultimately what happened. 
     When it was learned that the truck wouldn’t be here for the first day, the plans were made as to how the drama camp would go. I tried to stay simple because of the wide range of age in the kids. In the end, all went very well and the kids really seemed to enjoy themselves. The first day we had 25 kids attend. I even got to lead them with a couple of songs from the vbs CD. It was agreed to push vbs back one day so we could still do all three days originally planned.

     On this day it looked like the truck was doomed to set another day waiting for yet another part. Somehow, UPS lost the valuable part during delivery. Jerry’s quick thinking, however, saved the day as he ran the old part to Paul Chaffee, a master metal worker who attends our church. Paul had the part made in less then an hour and late at night and after a cost to the truck of just under $7000, Jerry was off.

     That evening he made it to Mountain Home (or should I say the next morning) and after a much needed rest finally got to Grangeville around 1:00 later that afternoon. Work was immediately started in setting up the truck and     all was ready for vbs at 6:00 that evening.

     Day 2 of vbs in Grangeville saw twice the number of kids. We started with some great songs that were part of the Fiesta vbs package. I did my best to get the kids in the mood and it seemed to work as they were all hopping and dancing around. The teachers and other volunteers (I called them the Red Shirts) really got into it also and have put on a great vbs so far. 

     As you can imagine, the climbing wall is a great success. We open it up at 1:00 and it sees a steady flow of kids from then until about 9:00 in the evening. I end up putting on so many harnesses that my fingers start going numb, but its well worth it. During this time, it’s a great opportunity to tell the kids about Jesus. I even was blessed to be able to give 6 kids their first bible (they all later stayed for vbs also). When I give them a bible, I give them a book within the bible to read as homework. You never know, they just might do it and learn something. It only takes a spark.
     Day 3 was even more successful as we had over 70 kids attend. I didn’t even know there were 70 kids in all of Grangeville. The kids were a little more comfortable on this day and really got into the opening music. They also like the skits that Emily and I have been doing to open all the VBS’s. Emily plays a tourist lady and has done an excellent job helping out so far. She really has enjoyed her time and helps out wherever she can. I am so proud.

     On day 3 we thought we were going to be rained out. With climbing set to start at 1:00 and a cloudburst at 11:00 it seemed hopeless, but just as that thought crossed my mind the rained stopped and the sky’s cleared. It certainly shows that Grangeville is not cursed after all. 

     Here we are on day 4 of our Grangeville event. It is close to 11:00 and is again raining. We are set to start climbing at 12:30 because some adults wanted their chance at the climbing walls before the kids arrived. We’re again going to put our trust in God and ask him to clear the skies one more time while we’re here. 

     This event has been incredible. It really verifies what we are trying to do when we see most of the members of Trinity Lutheran in attendance and having such a great time in the mission field with the kids. I have seen so many of them one on one with these kids and that is so wonderful to see. You can see the happiness not only in the children’s eyes, but also in the eyes of the people of Trinity. I really hope this gets them out into the mission fields more and I’m almost certain it will.
     All in all, this trip couldn’t have started much better. Even the problems with the truck couldn’t dampen all the joy we have experienced so far. Today is the final day in Grangeville but they would like us to come back next year and we hope to be able to do that.

     Tomorrow we start the long journey to Junction City, Oregon. Pastor Meier has been calling everyday with excitement and his congregations can’t wait to get started. If the experience is half as good there as it has been here in Grangeville then we can truly count ourselves blessed.

     Until next week. Keep praying for CCMS and summer ministry. Also keep those prayers going that God would find us the finances to continue. The added $7000 bill brings more urgency to the situation but with God, nothing is impossible.

Keep the faith!

Dan Haugen, Executive Director
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