

Schedule & Workshop Outlines for Ethnic Ministries Symposium
Many People’s, One God

May 20-21, 2011
Concordia University Campus, Portland, Oregon

Friday 5/20/11 

11:00 Registration – 2nd Floor, Hagen Hall, Student Event and Activity Center (SEAC)
11:30 Lunch – 2nd Floor, Hagen Hall, SEAC
12:30 Opening Devotional - “Invocation:  Many Peoples Gathering under One God” (Rev. Dr. Warren Schumacher, Rev. David Sternbeck)  
1:15 Break

1:45-3pm – Workshop Session One – All workshops will be held in Luther Hall, 2nd Floor in rooms 209, 211 and 224. Please see the poster on the wall of the foyer on the 2nd Floor landing for specific room numbers for each workshop. 
“Models of Partnership in Ministry” (Rev. Matthew Both & Rev. Ken Wyneken)

Most new ethnic ministries require a partnership with an established congregation.  What are the requirements for this relationship to work?  What are the commitments needed on both sides?

Rev. Matthew Both was born and raised in Sudan, in north eastern Africa. Mathew fled to Kenya with his wife and daughter due to political unrest in Sudan. They lived in Kenya for one year then came to the US with Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service. He has assisted refugees, worked as an evangelist and enrolled in the Ethnic Immigrant Institute of Theology (EIIT) program at Concordia Seminary, St. Louis in order to become ordained as a Lutheran pastor in the LC-MS. Rev. Mathew made his first trip to Renton, WA in 2007 to help set up Nuer services at King of Kings Lutheran Church. He moved to Renton in June, 2008, began conducting Nuer language services at King of Kings, and graduated from EIIT in October, 2008. Mathew was called by King of Kings in May, 2009, to be an Associate Pastor of Outreach with a focus on ministry to Sudanese immigrants in the Puget Sound area. He was ordained into the LC-MS pastoral ministry July 12, 2009

In addition to Leah, born in Sudan, Matthew and his wife Rebecca have 5 children who were born in the United States. In 2004, they adopted their niece, born in Sudan, after both of her parents were killed while in the refugee camp in Ethiopia. Mathew presently lives in Kent, Washington

Rev. Ken Wyneken is the Senior Pastor at King of Kings Lutheran Church in Renton, WA. He was raised in India by missionary parents. Ken has worked for the last five years with the Nuer-speaking Sudanese community to establish this ethnic ministry and then to call Pastor Matthew Both as an assistant pastor to serve them. He also served nine years in a multi-ethnic congregation in Hilo, HI.  

 “Biblical View of Immigration” (Rev. Dr. Herb Hoefer)

The topic of immigration has been controversial throughout our American history.  We are a country of immigrants.  The Bible also is a history of immigrants.  How does the Biblical story inform our story?  What principles from Scripture might we derive for application to our contemporary situation?

Rev. Dr. Herb Hoefer was a missionary in India for 15 years. He served a parish in Wisconsin, and in 1997 came to Portland to teach at Concordia University where he is the Missions Chair. While at Concordia, Herb has served as LCMS Area Director for India and Sri Lanka and as theological consultant for the Northwest Dt.  He is convenor of the Northwest District Ethnic Ministries Task Force. Dr. Hoefer’s writings have been primarily in the area of faith and culture.

“History of Lutheran Ministry among Immigrants” (Rev. Dr. Bob Schmidt)
Receiving and aiding immigrants has a long history among American Lutherans, beginning with the Germans and Scandinavians.  This is a ministry we are experienced and good at.  It is a role in society that we should focus on.

Rev. Dr. Robert Schmidt taught International Relations, Theology, and World Religions at Concordia University in Portland. He has a PhD in Political Science from the University of Washington and master’s degrees from Colorado State University, Pacific School of Religion in Berkeley CA, and Concordia Seminary in St. Louis. Robert has taught in a seminary in Nigeria and served as a campus pastor at Colorado State University and later at the University of Washington. He came to Concordia University in 1988 and was named the Dean of Theology in 1992. He has lectured in Zimbabwe, Germany, Japan, China, Kazakstan, and India. He has also traveled in Russia, Ukraine, Slovakia, the Czech Republic and Mexico. Since his retirement he was worked closely with immigrants and refugees from Africa and the Oromo Lutheran churches.
3:00 Break – Refreshments will be available on the 2nd Floor landing in Luther Hall.
3:15-4:30pm – Session Two – all workshops will be held in Luther Hall, 2nd Floor in rooms 209, 211 and 224. Please see the poster on the wall of the foyer on the 2nd Floor landing for specific room numbers for each workshop. 

“Issues in Cross-Cultural Ministry” (Pam Bridgehouse, Rev. Miguel & Marta Luna)

Often people feel awkward and uncertain when dealing with people of a different culture.  If we are to be in ministry cross-culturally, how should we approach it?  How do we recognize and accommodate cultural characteristics that could become barriers to relationship and ministry? 

Pam Bridgehouse, a native of Portland, OR, has represented Hispanic ministries on the Northwest District Task Force on Ethnic Ministries since it was created.  She became involved with Lutheran Latino Ministries nearly 20 years ago and has served as its President since 2004.  She is a member and Parish Lay Assistant at Trinity Lutheran Church in Mt. Angel, OR.  She lives in Scotts Mills, OR with her husband of 39 years.

Rev. Miguel Luna, from El Salvador, planted his first congregation at the age of 19 for his Pentecostal denomination. In 2002 he became involved with Lutheran Latino Ministries, was licensed as a Deacon in 2005, and was ordained as an LCMS pastor in 2008.  He and his wife serve as Circuit Rider Missionaries and have developed three Latino congregations since 2003.  The Luna’s live on a small farm outside Brooks, OR.

Deaconess Marta Luna began telling people about God’s love at the age of 10 in Guatemala.  She met her husband, Pastor Miguel Luna, when they attended the same church in Los Angeles, CA.  Marta completed the Deaconess Formation Program at the Center for Hispanic Studies of Concordia Seminary at St. Louis in May of this year and serves with her husband as Circuit Rider Missionary for Lutheran Latino Ministries.  

 “Lutheran Distinctives” (Rev. Phil Brandt & Rev. Berhanu Seyoum)

Many immigrants have never been exposed to the Lutheran church and wonder what is special and significant about the Lutheran tradition.  What are features of the Lutheran tradition that should be highlighted as we introduce our church to them?

Professor Rev. Phillip Brandt currently serves Concordia University as the Chairman of the Division of Theology. He was graduated from Concordia Seminary in 1991 and served parishes in Salt Lake City, Utah and Roseburg, Oregon prior to joining the CU faculty in 2005. He has also been privileged to teach at the informal Lutheran seminary in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan and present to the pastoral conferences of the India Evangelical Lutheran Church. He is active in the Leadership Advancement Process of the Northwest District, currently hosting “Sunday’s Sermon,” an online pericope study for licensed Deacons and Pastors. He has also taught courses for the EIIT program of Concordia Seminary, St. Louis and distance colloquy courses for Concordia, Seward. He is married to Stephanie (Nordling) Brandt and they raise their three children in Portland, Oregon, not far from the Concordia campus. 
Rev. Berhanu Seyoum belongs to one of the oldest families in Ethiopia. He studied the book of Psalms and the gospel of John under a priest tutor and later attended private schools run by American protestant missionaries, European and American Jesuits. Following Jr. High, he spent many hours in his father’s study reading the classics which had him struggling with questions about the meaning of his existence and the existence of God. When communism came to Ethiopia, Berhanu was branded as an enemy of the state since he was not part of the communist youth camp. He became a refugee in his own country. During this time he was exposed to the unseen world of the spirit, which broke his upbringing and thinking pattern that relied on human reason and wisdom only as the ultimate judge of everything that existed. Despite exposure to Muslim and occult practices, and thanks to prayers of his sister, he became a believer in Jesus Christ.
 
Berhanu left Ethiopia in 1994 and continued his university study in the Netherlands where he received a BA in International Business Management and Marketing, studied Computer Science and Software Engineering, and was recruited as a computer programmer. Berhanu moved to Seattle, WA in 2003. He received a Masters in Theology in 2006 and then Master of Divinity in 2008. He was ordained a Lutheran Pastor Missouri Synod in 2009. Berhanu and his wife, Mimi, and their two children, (Grace and Gideon) live in Seattle.  He is a church planter and pastor for Mekane Yesus Lutheran Church in Seattle.  

“Rebirthing to Second/Next Generation” (Panel, Rev. Butch Olson, Deacon Michael Borg & Ngoc Le, Moderator Rev. John Loum)

A major issue among immigrants is the aculturation of young people.  They have grown up in the USA and have absorbed many of the lifestyles.  These manners can raise tensions with the older generation.  The young people want to embrace their heritage, but they also want to adapt and prosper.
Rev. Arthur (Butch) Olsen graduated from the University of Wisconsin and Wartburg Theological Seminary and was ordained in 1972. He served one parish in Oregon before becoming a successful real-estate developer and commercial contractor. He came into the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod in 2000 and was called to Holy Cross Lutheran Church in Portland in 2001 where he presently serves.  

It was at Holy Cross in 2001 where he became involved in ethnic ministry with the Vietnamese people and the Rev. Van Cong Phan. Pastor Phan was called to be Associate Pastor at Holy Cross in 2006 and has worked with Pastor Olsen in growing this vital ministry in the Portland area. 
Michael Borg has worked in inner-city ministries and started and served for over two years a thriving church in the native Alaskan village of Hoonah. He is now serving as Vicar to the Vietnamese Community of Holy Cross and as a Deacon at Holy Cross Lutheran Church, however, he is first and foremost a poor, miserable sinner forgiven by Christ's life, passion, death and resurrection.
Rev. John Loum is a native of Gambia. He was born and raised in Gambia until age 17 when he migrated to Sierra Leone, West Africa. While living in Sierra Leone he worked mainly among Muslims after many years of studying Islam and the Muslims. Rev. Loum came to the United States in 1995, during the civil war in Sierra Leone. It was while studying at Fort Wayne Seminary that we found the first African Immigrant congregation of 17 with different African nationalities. Rev. Loum currently serves as the Director of the Ethnic Immigrant Institute of Theological at Concordia Seminary. He is married, and blessed with four boys.  

4:30 – Break
5:00 – Supper – 2nd Floor, Hagen Hall, SEAC
6:30 – Celebration of Nations Worship – “Adoration:  Many Peoples Praising One God,” includes communion (Rev. Dr. Paul Gossman & Rev. Miguel Luna). Please wear something from your culture of origin if you wish. Worship will be held at St. Michael’s Lutheran Church, 6700 NE 29th Ave. across 29th from the George White Library on campus. 
Saturday May 21, 2011 

8:00 – Breakfast – 2nd Floor, Hagen Hall, SEAC
8:30 – Opening Devotional – 2nd Floor, Hagen Hall, SEAC “Proclamation:  Many Peoples Telling One Gospel” (Rev. Brandt Hoffman & Rev. Matthew Both)
9:30 – Break
9:45-11:00 am – Session Three – all workshops will be held in Luther Hall, 2nd Floor in rooms 209, 211 and 224. Please see the poster on the wall of the foyer on the 2nd Floor landing for specific room numbers for each workshop. 

“LCEF Resources for Ethnic Ministries” (Susan & Gene Olson - LCEF)

LCEF has long been a source of demographic information for congregations and ministries which provide an analytic picture of the people living in the surrounding community.  These demographic studies help to understand the lifestyles and needs of the “people in the neighborhood” as a resource in assisting in planning relevant ministry. As of 2010 demographic reports are available through MissionInsite, an online resource for community population data and trends. This online resource, analytic assistance, and presentation is available for all Northwest District congregations and ministries free of charge. Attend this session to learn how to access MissionInsite, the basics of report generation, and some of the additional tools through MissionInsite and your Northwest District LCEF. 

Gene and Susan Olson have been involved with demographics for over 10 years. Gene is an LCEF volunteer with extensive experience in demographics. Susan is the Northwest District’s LCEF Director of Marketing and Volunteers. She was previously Assistant to the Director of the district’s Expanding Ministry department. The Olsons approach demographics as “numbers that translate into lives” and enjoy sharing how the data can be a dynamic resource in ministry to all cultures in all communities.
 “How Worship and Evangelism Are Done in Different Cultures” (Panel - Rev. Matthew Both, Rev. David Sternbeck, Rev. Miguel Luna & Gil C’deBaca - Moderator Rev. Dr. Warren Schumacher)
We need to learn from each other.  We need to learn how different people respond to different ministries.  What common American practices do immigrants find confusing and uncomfortable?

Rev. Matthew Both was born and raised in Sudan, in north eastern Africa. He escaped Sudan and lived in a refugee camp from 1989-1992 due to a civil war in his home country.  Mathew fled to Kenya with his wife and daughter where they lived for one year then came to the US with Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service. He has assisted refugees, worked as an evangelist and enrolled in the Ethnic Immigrant Institute of Theology (EIIT) program at Concordia Seminary, St. Louis in order to become ordained as a Lutheran pastor in the LC-MS. Rev. Mathew made his first trip to Renton, WA in 2007 to help set up Nuer services at King of Kings Lutheran Church. He moved to Renton in June, 2008, began conducting Nuer language services at King of Kings, and graduated from EIIT in October, 2008. Mathew was called by King of Kings in May, 2009, to be an Associate Pastor of Outreach with a focus on ministry to Sudanese immigrants in the Puget Sound area. He was ordained into the LC-MS pastoral ministry July 12, 2009

In addition to Leah, born in Sudan, Matthew and his wife Rebecca have 5 children who were born in the United States. In 2004, they adopted their niece, born in Sudan, after both of her parents were killed while in the refugee camp in Ethiopia. Mathew presently lives in Kent, Washington

Rev. David Sternbeck is a graduate of Concordia Seminary Saint Louis. He is an Ehattesaht Band member of the Nuchanulth Nation located on Vancouver Island British Columbia. He is presently serving as Pastor of Makah Lutheran Church, Neah Bay, WA. David’s work with the Northwest District includes serving as missionary at large on the Olympic Peninsula and in Alaska’s Yukon Territory, representative on the Ethnic Ministries Task Force and member of the Body Life Team. David and his wife, Rosemary, both work with the Lutheran Association of Missionaries and Pilots US. This is a husband-wife team ministry serving the Makah people and the Indigenous peoples of Alaska. David and Rosemary consider themselves to be wealthy in family with eight children and eighteen grandchildren. 

Rev. Miguel Luna, from El Salvador, planted his first congregation at the age of 19 for his Pentecostal denomination. In 2002 he became involved with Lutheran Latino Ministries, was licensed as a Deacon in 2005, and was ordained as an LCMS pastor in 2008.  He and his wife serve as Circuit Rider Missionaries and have developed three Latino congregations since 2003.  The Lunas live on a small farm outside Brooks, OR.

Gil C’deBaca is a member of Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church in Happy Valley and one of the contact people for Lutheran Latino Ministries. He has been the primary interpreter on annual Mexico mission trips each June for the last 12 years and for the last three years with the Guatemala mission trips out of Ascension Lutheran in Gresham. Gil has been assisting Pastor Luna and is currently co-facilitating a DVD course with Deaconess Pam Bridgehouse through the Center for Hispanic Studies of Concordia Seminary, St. Louis which is taught at Trinity Portland. Graduates of this series of courses will be eligible to become a Deacon, Deaconess, or certified Lay Assistant. 

“If the Shoe Fits, Does That Mean We Should Wear It?” (Rev. Dr. Paul Gossman)
When can we adopt different cultural practices in ministry?  When should they be adapted?    When is it not appropriate, or biblical, to do so?  Missionaries call this “contextualization."  It's vital to ethnic ministry, and all ministry for that matter.  Come discover some principles that can help you determine what parts of a culture can serve the purpose of the Gospel, and what parts might need to be changed?  

Rev. Dr. Paul Gossman has served in a wide variety of intercultural ministries, as a missionary in the Philippines and Peru, pastoring a multiethnic congregation in Chicago, and teaching missions at Trinity Lutheran College in Issaquah, Washington.  Currently he serves as pastor of Peace Lutheran Church in Covington, Washington.  He has a passion for seeing the church more effectively share the Gospel of Christ and the fellowship of believers in the midst of our cultural diversity, believing that our differences offer opportunity for knowing God and His truth even better.

11:00 am – Break – Refreshments will be available on the 2nd Floor landing in Luther Hall.
11:15am-12:30pm – Session Four – all workshops will be held in Luther Hall, 2nd Floor in rooms 209, 211 and 224. Please see the poster on the wall of the foyer on the 2nd Floor landing for specific room numbers for each workshop. 

“Role of LAP in Training Ethnic Ministries” (Lenette Schuldheisz & Rev. Gemedo Adema)*
We have a well-developed and successful program of training congregation leaders in our Leadership Advancement Program.  This program provides Lutheran training for leaders and future workers at a very economical cost.  What are its special advantages for training ethnic leaders?
Lenette Schuldheisz is administrator of Mission Training Center - Lead Advance Process. She focuses on helping and encouraging each student to prepare for ministry with the best delivery system. She takes into consideration each student’s personal, work and ministry situation. Lenette attended Concordia Junior College in Portland, Oregon for two years. She then received her B.A. in Education from Central Washington State College. For the last thirteen years she has worked for L.A.P. which is now Mission Training Center. Lenette lives with her husband, Paul, in North Central Washington where they enjoy a rural life. They work both vocationally, through the local congregation in outreach ministry, and in ministry in Uganda.

Rev. Gemedo Adema left his home country of Ethiopia for Kenya during a time of political unrest. In Kenya he and his family lived in a refugee camp for eight years where he was an interpreter for other Ethiopian immigrants. Rev. Adema speaks four languages: Swahili, English, Amharic and Oromo. At the age of 18, he received a scholarship to an East African Bible College. One year later, Lutheran Community Services Northwest helped him obtain his visa to come to the United States. Rev. Adema married his wife Galaye in 2004, entered the Ethnic Immigrant Institute of Theology, and graduated from that program in 2008. He was ordained in 2009 and is presently the Pastor of Ebenezer Lutheran Church in Portland.
“Future of Lutheran Worship in a Multi-Ethnic Society” (Rev. Brandt Hoffman & Rev. David Sternbeck)
Liturgical worship has a long and rich tradition.  This worship style is almost universally accepted in the West as being Christian. Its texts are Biblical and its ceremony is rooted in the Eastern / Judeo style of Worship.  How is this helpful in reaching cultures where Vestments (regalia) and ceremony are already a vital and rich part of their heritage? What is the challenge for Lutherans in bridging the secular over to the sacred?

Rev. Brandt Hoffman graduated from Concordia Seminary in St. Louis MO in 2008 with a Master of Divinity. He is a member of the Haida tribe of Alaska. Currently he is called to serve Zion Lutheran Church in Anchorage, Alaska. The ministry in Alaska is multi-ethnic and multi cultural. Along with the general ministry of the parish, Zion Lutheran has become involved in ministry to Lutherans and non-Lutherans from Sudan, Africa. Pastor Hoffman is married to Christine Hoffman (nee Clay) of Ketchikan, Alaska and they have 2 sons Brandt II and James. 

Rev. David Sternbeck is a graduate of Concordia Seminary Saint Louis. He is an Ehattesaht Band member of the Nuchanulth Nation located on Vancouver Island British Columbia. He is presently serving as Pastor of Makah Lutheran Church, Neah Bay, WA. David’s work with the Northwest District includes serving as missionary at large on the Olympic Peninsula and in Alaska’s Yukon Territory, representative on the Ethnic Ministries Task Force and member of the Body Life Team. David and his wife, Rosemary, both work with the Lutheran Association of Missionaries and Pilots US. This is a husband-wife team ministry serving the Makah people and the Indigenous peoples of Alaska. David and Rosemary consider themselves to be wealthy in family with eight children and eighteen grandchildren. 

 “School Ministry to Ethnic Populations” (Dr. Fred Kramer & Denise Pacilli)

We have children of many different ethnicities in our district pre-schools and schools.  What are the special opportunities and difficulties that this aspect of our ministry brings?  How can we integrate these people into our congregations’ ministry?

Dr. Fred Kramer received his B.S. in Education from Concordia College, River Forest; his M.A. in Administration and Curriculum from Northwestern University and his PhD in Educational Research and Statistics from the University of Portland. Fred served as Teaching Principal of three Lutheran Schools in the Midwest from 1949-1963, served as full time professor at Concordia Portland from 1963-1991, and then in modified service at Concordia Portland from 1991-2003. He served Concordia Portland in a variety of capacities, including Professor of Education and Psychology, Registrar, Director of Institutional Research, Academic Dean, Director of Pacific Rim Program, Founding President of Concordia College Japan, and Assistant to the President in Modified Service. Since 1998 Dr. Kramer has served as Volunteer Coordinator of Latino Ministry at Trinity Lutheran Church in Portland. He has led, organized, administered and participated in the following activities: Emergency Food Program; Community Garden; English and Computer Classes for Adults and Bible Story Classes for Children; Transporting Children to Sunday School; Spanish Worship Services; Arranging for Scholarships for Latino Children to Attend Trinity School; and Directed a Four Week Academic Summer School for Immigrant Children.
Denise Pacilli is currently the Director of Sunbeams Lutheran School at Lutheran Church of the Cross in Kent, WA.  She has been a part of the ministry at Sunbeams for the past 8 years. Sunbeam is a multi-culturally diverse school with 18 languages spoken among its 115 students and their families. She has a Bachelor’s Degree in Education from Concordia Nebraska, and a Master’s Degree in Early Childhood Education from Concordia Chicago. She has taught at Lutheran Schools in Denver, CO and Farmington, Missouri, before coming to Washington, as well as being an educator in Missouri’s Parents as Teachers Program for 14 years.  She also created an early childhood program at New Hope Lutheran Church in Pacific, WA, where she taught for 5 years. She is married to Pastor Dino Pacilli, has 3 grown children, and 4 grandchildren.  Her greatest joy is teaching children about Jesus, and His love for them!

12:30 pm – Lunch – 2nd Floor, Hagen Hall, SEAC
1:30 pm – Closing Worship – “Benediction: Many Peoples Serving One Mission” (Rev. Erhart Bauer, Rev. Butch Olsen and Rev. Van Phan)
3:00 pm – Departure
Go, and serve the Lord! Reach out to the people in the mission field around you!
