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What Are You Doing This Summer?

Yes it is January, but it’s not too early to begin planning for a servant event for your
youth this coming summer. Servant event, service project, work project-whatever
you want to call it- there are a lot of good reasons to consider involving your group
in serving others. Here are my top five reasons for you to help create kids with a
passion to serve and some resources to help you get started.

1. Scripture tells us to. Jesus tells us to “go and make disciples” (Matthew 28:19)
as well as “love your neighbor as yourself” (Luke 10:27). A servant event helps
us put these scriptures into practice.

2. Servant Events help to develop your youths’ ministry gifts and talents. There are
all kinds of events available. From anything as simple as going to a local soup
kitchen to teaching VBS either locally or somewhere far away, or building a
house in Mexico. Your youth may find that they love working with children, or
working with families in the inner city, or working with people from an entirely
different culture. They may find that they love building things, or working with
cement. They may find that they love leading music, drama or puppets. Y outh
can be led to discover all kinds of things about themselves when they are simply
given opportunities to do so.

3. Servant events help youth to stretch and grow. It pushes them beyond their
comfort zones and helps them to learn not only about others, but themselves as
well. Read what one youth has to share about her experience with teaching VBS
to some children from a Native Canadian Village: The trip to Canada fo teach
VBS was really cool. It gave us an opportunity to share our faith with kids who
don’t know much about God. The kids were so excited to have us there! They
loved the crafts, stories, games, and piggy back rides. I didn’t realize how much
we take for granted! The kids at the villages were deprived of many things such
as attention from their parents, being clean, and things to keep them out of
trouble. The trip was a good experience and it helped me grow in my faith by
sharing it with others. Kelley age - 17

4. One of my favorite reasons for doing a service event is that they allow a lot of
time for building relationships. If done well they can be a great teaching tool in
building community among groups, in team work, in communication, not to
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mention in building life long friendships. Michael had doubts about his group
before they left on their two day journey north. By the end of the 12 days he had
changed his opinion: We began as individuals in individual youth groups and
ended as groups bonded together by faith and the desire to serve, spending time
singing and praying. Developing relationships with one another was the best
part of the trip. — Michael age 16

5. And finally, servant events are often landmarks in a youth’s spiritual journey. It
allows them to put into practice those spiritual truths that they have heard and
read about so often in church or youth group. As one of my youth’s parent says,
“it puts feet to their faith.” A servant event gives us concrete opportunities to
share the love of God with other. Katie’s testimony sums it up nicely: I began
this trip lacking the bubbling excitement which many people from our group
had. Not feeling strong in my walk with the Lord, I felt inadequate to go and
teach at a VBS or even present a devotion. After the first day, however, I
realized that all I needed was the love of God and He would do the rest. All
those kids at VBS needed was love, and that was something I could give.

— Katie-age 17

The great thing about servant events is that you can do as little or as much as you
want to. Start small and work your way up to something big. It doesn’t take much
work to set up a date at a soup kitchen or arrange some yard work for the elderly
members of your congregation. As you become “experienced” servants you can
discuss with your group where they want to go from there. And there are a lot of
organizations and resources out there to help you. I pray that you will consider
participating in a service event soon. If you and your group are already experienced
in servant events, then you may want to seek out another group to bring along side
you....or better yet, organize a service event for the adults in your congregation.
May GOD bless you as you seek to serve HIM and one another.

Resources:
* LCMS-Dept. of Youth Ministry Servant Event Coordinator-Julie Johnston 314-
965-7649 Email: julie johnston@lcms.org Dept. Youth on the web:

http://cs.Icms.org/youtl

* LAMP (Lutheran Association of Missionary Pilots) USA 414-783-5267 Canada
403-466-8507

¢ Habitat for Humanity www.habitat.org

* Book: CAMPS, Retreats, Missions and Service Ideas; Youth Specialties 1997.
800-776-8008 or www. YouthSpecialties.com

— Andrea Gehrke, Director of Christian Education at Pilgrim Lutheran,
Beaverton, Oregon , <andreasgdce(@cs.con > (Photos courtesy of Andrea.)
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