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Martin Barlau
Executive Director, Open Arms Institute, Inc.

Sharing Life With God Through Early Childhood Ministry

Martin Barlau was born and raised in Minnesota. He holds a BS in Education from Concordia-Seward, a MS in Education from Wayne State College-
Wayne, Nebraska and a Honorary Doctor of Letters from Concordia-Seward. Since 1957 he has served as Principal, Director of Music and Teacher for
Christ Lutheran Church in Norfolk, NE, Principal and Teacher for Bethlehem Lutheran in Lakewood, CO, Executive Secretary of Missions, Rocky
Mountain District and now Executive Director of the Open Arms Institute. He is married to Jean and has one son, Brian.

Sid Birt
Adjunct Faculty, College of Education, Concordia University-Portland

Cultural Proficiency: Theory and Practice

Sid Birt was a High School Counselor for the Portland Public Schools now retired. He has been a part of the anti-racism/cultural proficiency training
team for the Presbyterian Church, USA. He currently is a member of the faculty on a part-time basis for Mount Hood Community College with his
emphasis on Diversity in Education as well as an Adjunct Faculty member for the College of Education at Concordia University-Portland specializing in
Educational Psychology, Multicultural Counseling and Education and Community of Learners.

Susan Brown and Jodie Laing
Staff of Concordia Lutheran School, Seattle, WA

Multiage Success in Middle Level

Susan Brown majored in English and is trained in the ReadeCoscordiNmthekag,hop a
Susan taught in the Lake Washington School District.

Jodie Laing graduated from the University of Washington with a degree in history and English. She then completed her Masters in Teaching degree for
secondary education at UW . Jodie taught in the Edmonds School District for five years and then in the Spokane School District for one year. She joined
the Concordia Lutheran School staff in 2008, where she teaches the Cardinal Team. Jodie has two young children who also attend Concordia.

Susan and Jodie work with students age 10 through 13 in a Multi age approach to education and individualized approach. Both would be considered
an expert at facilitation of Il earning and developing an approach that al

Andrea Bruno
Chief Development Officer for Loaves & Fishes Centers, Portland, OR

Marketing, Development, Admissions, and Constituent Relations

Andrea Bruno is the Chief Development Officer for Loaves & Fishes Centers, The Meals-On-Wheels People. One of the fine largest senior nutrition
programs in the country, Loaves & Fishes Centers serves 5,000 hot meals daily and more than 1.4 million meals annually to seniors in Multnomabh,
Washington and Clark counties. Andrea has spent more than 15 years in fund development, marketing and community engagement, including 10
years with the March of Dimes. She was most recently Vice President for Advancement at Concordia University where she oversaw development,
marketing/communications, external relations and managed a major gift portfolio.

A graduate of Whitworth University, Andrea is president of the Evergreen Chapter of the Association for Lutheran Development Executives (ALDE)
and Chairwoman of the 2011 International ALDE Conference in Portland. She also serves on the board of Camp Lutherwood.

Julie Buck and Karin Irigon
Staff of Concordia Lutheran School, Seattle, WA

Multiage Success in Elementary Level

Julie Buck is a second career teacher with a Masters degree in education. She joined the staff of Concordia in 2006.

Karin Irigon graduated from the University of Washington in 2002 with a bachelors degree in American Ethnic Studies with an Asian American focus.
She received her Masters degree in Education from the University of Washington in 2005. She joined Concordia in 2006.

Julie and Karin work with students age 5-9 in a Multi age approach to education and individualized approach. Both would be considered an expert at
Daily five literacy and Multi age classroom facilitation of learning.
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Lenetta Colbert
Executive Director, Open Arms Childhood Development Center, Anchorage, AK

Student Portfolios Made Easy

Lenetta Colbert, Open Arms Director, has worked for 21 years in the early childhood field, running her ovirasednehildcarestarting a center at her church, and
most recently as Director of Open Arms. She has a degree in Home Economics with an emphasis in Child Development aifiel fiemoiluting young children to
Jesus is her passion and she strives to make each endeavor a reflection of agreement with the words of Jesus Ghuslelssngelf become like a little child you
cannot enter the kingdom of heaven". She feels that the importance of young children is best supported in quality pbsr@mastahprovide environments that
facilitate and optimize the young child's growth in each area of development. She also enjoys working with and teachpmeytsind_enetta, originally from
Oregon, has lived in Fairbanks for 3 1/2 years. She is married to Terry, and together they have four grown childrerramitividren. She enjoys cross country
skiing, knitting, fly fishing, and reading.

Cristy Diaz
Creating 21st Century Classrooms— Early Childhood through 12th Grade
Technology Training Specialist, Surprise, AZ

Cristy Diaz is currently a Technology Training Specialist in Surprise, Arizona. This is her 16th year in education. She holds a masters degree in
Educational Technology from Pepperdine University. Cristy has taught in both Lutheran schools in California and Public schools in Oregon and
Arizona. She has taught first grade, K-8 Technology, and has been a Technology Coordinator.

Kirk Einspahr
High School Science Teacher, Chelan High School, Chelan, WA

Teaching Energy & Simple Machines with “Rube Goldberg Machines”

Kirk is a graduate of Concordia-Portland, MS in biology from University of Nebraska and Lutheran Educator for 16 years. He is currently teaching
science classes and coaching golf at Chelan High School in North Central Washington. Previously, he taught at St. John, Ocala, FL; Zion, Corvallis, OR;

and St. Paul , Concordi a, MO. Previously he has given conf éstri¢# hutheranpr es e
Educators Conference (1999,2002), hel ped conduct a “ Summer e3msifoe2gears, Camp”
qualifying teams for state competition 6 times. Enjoys woodworking, gardening, hiking, fishing, camping and most everything “ at door s”, and

enjoys VB referring and is currently president of local VB Officials Board. He has been married to his college sweetheart Cynthia for 23 years.

Julie Funfar
Director of Preschool and Children’s & Youth Ministries, Light of C
Foundations of Early Childhood: Dewey and Erikson; Foundations of Early Childhood: Piaget & Vygotsky; Time
Management & Delegation; Principles of Behavior Guidance

Julie has been an early childhood professional since 1992. She has worked in corporate childcare as a teacher, director and corporate trainer. In 2004

she became the Preschool director/teacher as well as di r @urfcho Bhelmafbee@hi | dr €
STARS certified trainer since 2000. Julie lives in Enumclaw, WA with her husband, Jon and dog, Shadow. Julie is a graduate of Pacific Lutheran
University.

Mona Fuerstenau
Consultant, Beloved Son Ministries

Including Samuel (film)

Mona is the parent of a teen who experiences multiple disabilities. A lifelong Lutheran, she has worked in religious education programs for children
and youth in various settings since her own teen years. She is chair of the LCMS NW District Disability Awareness Task Force and their joint task force
with NW Parish Nurse Ministries. Through Beloved Son Ministries she consults with congregations and Lutheran Schools in the Portland-Vancouver
area addressing development of inclusive programs for people with disabilities and their families.
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Shawn Garnett
Assistant Principal, Rosa Parks Elementary School, Portland, OR

Addition and Subtraction Strategies; Grades 3-5

Shawn received a BS in Elementary Education from Concordia University, MA in Educational Administration and an administrative license from
Portland State University. She has been with Portland Public Schools for the past twenty two years. She was a classroom teacher for eleven years
before becoming a Teacher on Special Assignment to implement a district-wide math adoption, as well as, implement a special math program at four
Portland Schools. She has been the Assistant Principal at Mt. Tabor Middle School and directed the ACCESS Gifted Program. She currently is the
Assistant Principal at Rosa Parks Elementary.

Stephanie Heldt and George Bredehoft
Teacher, Forest Hills Lutheran School, Cornelius, OR
Teacher, Pilgrim Lutheran School, Beaverton, OR

The Daily 5 and It’s Use in the Elementary Classroom

Stephanie Heldt, M.ED., Reading Specialist, has been teaching for 4 years and is currently at Forest Hills Lutheran in Cornelius, Oregon.

George Bredehoft, M.ED., Reading Specialist, CTL has been teaching for 34 years and is currently at Pilgrim Lutheran in Beaverton, OR.

Miriam Hoelter
Elementary School Counselor, Retired

Lutherans Do It with Love and Logic

Miriam E. Hoelter recently retired after working 21 years as an elementary school counselor. Before that, she was a teacher in Lutheran and public
schools. She is a trained presenter of Love and Logic programs and has taught classes for parents and staff of both public and Lutheran schools.
Miriam has served her profession as president of the Oregon School Counselor Association. She was named Elementary School Counselor of the Year
of Oregon in 2004. She has also served as an adjunct professor at Concordia University, Portland and Lewis and Clark College, Lake Oswego. She and
her husband Pastor Mark Hoelter are parents of four and grandparents of four.

Ann Johnson, Keynote Speaker
Director of Professional Development for Curriculum Designers, Inc.
Curriculum Mapping: Mapping the Future for Our Learners-Keynote; Developing Unit Maps: Strategies to
Ensure Quality (Elementary Focus); Developing Unit Maps: Strategies to Ensure Quality (Middle and High School
Focus); Mapping an Implementation Plan (For leaders and leadership teams)

Ann Johnson is the Director of Professional Development for Curriculum Designers, Inc. and an independent educational consultant. She has worked
extensively with public, independent, and post-secondary institutions internationally on implementing curriculum and assessment reform, developing
high quality leadership teams, and developing training and implementation plans. Her practical approach to design is based on her experiences as a
classroom teacher, building and central office administrator, adjunct professor, and her comprehensive work implementing mapping in her own
schools.

Ann works with schools and leadership teams onsite and virtually to implement the principles of Curriculum 21 and mapping; to train teachers and
administrators in the curriculum design process; and to coach leadership teams in developing and implementing high quality training. She and Heidi

have used their new book, The Curriculum Mapping Planner: Templates, Tools, and Resources for Effective Professional Development, in trainings

with leaders and leadership teams to help them design and implement high quality training based on the Four Phases of Mapping. Ann is also featured

in Heidi Hayes Jacobs’ book. , Getting results with Curri cul umAsdkangeptinn g, i
a Learning Organization: Shifting the Paradigm by Art Cost a eoaJoudnal Bfe na K
Education. Recently, Ann has worked on a project with ASCD and Dr. Jacobs and serves as a mentor and coach to ASCD Faculty members from the

Pacific Rim (Japan and Australia) in curriculum Mapping. She can be reached at ann@curriculum21.com or (515) 268-9821.
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Keri Kraut
Early Childhood Education Consultant

Seven Styles of Learning in the ECE Classroom

Keri travels throughout the country providing keynotes, work shops, and consulting services. She is the happy mother of seven children ages 24-4
years old, is a columnist for Vancouver Family Magazine, and co-owns her own child care in Vancouver, WA. She is passionate about children and
childhood.

Jeanne Lampi
Director of Alumni and Coordinator of School Accreditation, Portland Christian Schools, Portland, OR

Building a Master Schedule for the Middle School; Building a Master Schedule for the High School

Jeanne began her teaching career in 1964 after obtaining rafteMacsitingn’' s D
Masters in Education from Reed College, she was turned down for an Oregon teaching credential because she taught in a private school. Joined by the

Portland Arch Diocese, the Lutheran Schools, Oregon Episcopal School, etc., Jeanne filed a class action suit against the state and won. Private schools

could now be registered and teaching experience in them could be recognized as valid for obtaining credentials. From 1982-2002 she served as a 7-12

principal. During that time Jeanne obtained her administrative credentials through Lewis and Clark College. Currently she serves as Director of

Alumni and Coordinator for NAAS and ACSI accreditation for Portland Christian Schools.

Robyn Linke and Susan Olson
Promotions Manager-Marketing Department, Lutheran Church Extension Fund (LCEF), St. Louis, MO
LCEF Marketing Director-Northwest District

K.I.D.S. Count

Having over 50 years combined marketing experience they will present the elements of market branding and communication along with school
marketing resources available to you through Lutheran Church Extension Fund.

Dave Meyer
Administrator, Concordia Lutheran School, Seattle, WA

Multiage Success in Elementary Level-Administration

Dave is a leader at Concordia Lutheran School, Seattle. The Multiage approach that Concordia offers continues to gather momentum. He brings
experience and he also ties this new approach of education with relationship ministry. It is a positive outlook on a giftthat God pr ovi des dai
kids sake<."”

Michael Morrow
Coordinator of Special Projects, Portland Community College, Portland, OR

Working with Challenging Children; Understanding Youth Development; Parenting Teens: A Survival Guide;
Never too Early: Diversity awareness for toddlers and young preschoolers

Michael Morrow is a certified Oregon School Age Training Specialist; Oregon Childhood Care and Education Trainer and Youth Development
Approach facilitator; NAEYC Validator since 1991; President of the Oregon School Age Coalition; now Coordinator of Child Care Services,
Scholarships and AmericaReads at Portland Community College. He has presented at local, state, regional and national conferences. Since 1983 over
15,000 student s, teachers, parents and family care provi dle78 reshhaol tleadit t e n
Start, elementary school), an adult educator since 1983, and had presented keynotes, capnotes and workshops in 18 states. Michael has an MA in
Education from Concordia, St. Paul, MN. He is married, a father of two children and a grandfather of six.
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Princ pal at'T ty Lutheran SChOOl, I OItlaIld, OR

Serving the Community

Mary H. Schuldheisz has had a wide variety of teaching and administrative experiences covering Preschool through Higher Education in private and
public schools, spanning 30+ years. Serving others is at the heart of ministry, inside and outside of the church. Mary is currently serving the Trinity
Lutheran Church and School in Portland, OR as Principal and Admissions Director.

Ralph Simon
Concordia Plan Services Benefit Consultant, St. Louis, MO
Health Care Reform and the Concordia Health Plan; Improvements coming soon to the Concordia Retirement
Savings Plan (CRSP)

Ralph joined Concordia Plan Services as a Benefit Consultant in September 2007. He has an extensive background in financial services as he has
previously worked for Aid Association for Lutherans, New York Life, and most recently, MetLife Resources, where he served as the Institutional Case
Manager for the Concordia Retirement Savings Plan.

Beverly Sims and Sheri Juszczak
Teacher, Fairview Junior High, Bremerton, WA
Teacher, Peace Lutheran School, Bremerton, WA

Reading and Writing Across the Content Areas

Beverly Sims graduated from Colorado State University with a emplagisoin
technology from City University. Bev teaches 9th grade English and Pre-AP English at Fairview Junior High in Bremerton. In her 30 years of teaching
she has taught English in grades 7-12 in Alaska, California, and Washington and has taken numerous professional development classes.

Sheri Juszczak is a graduate of Concordia University, Portland. She has done graduate work at PLU and SPU. Sheri is a middle school teacher at Peace
Lutheran School in Bremerton, Washington. In addition, she has taught in Lutheran schools in Tacoma, Washington, and Fort Wayne, Indiana. Sheri
teaches all subject areas at Peace, but she especially enjoys teaching English/writing/literature classes and finding ways to get students excited about
improving their writing.

Bobi L. Swan

Dean of Admission, Concordia University-Portland

Preparing and Motivating Middle and High School Students For Successful in Their College Search

Bobi Swan serves as Dean of Admission for Concordia University. Her career in the field of higher education started at Concordia in 1989 where she
worked for five years. In 1994 Ms. Swan served as Assistant Director of Admissions at Washington State University-Vancouver, and lead their
recruitment program as WSU became the fastest growing university in Washington. In 2002 Bobi realized her dream to return to her roots in Christian
Higher Education and became the Dean of Admission at Concordia. Starting with 800 students in 2002, her task to lead the university in growth has
resulted in one of the fastest growing, Christian universities in the Northwest with enrollment over 2,500 students by 2010.

Roxann Rose
Teacher, Bridgeway Christian Academy

Math in Early Childhood Education: It Really Counts!

Roxann is an innovative elementary teacher who is currently teaching at a Christian school sheco-f ound e d . “ Ro c kttimesa$ asprofesaod r k s

to pre-service educators, and is a respected educational consultant. She was recognized for her creative and effective teaching strategies in 1996 when
the Walt Disney Company honored her dedication to her students as one of 36 teachers chosen nationwide to be honored by Disney ' Asmerican Teacher
Awar ds. Rock’' s book, “Fostering Learner I ndependence”, h eelf-pufficienay, zeoth
work habits, self-motivation, resiliency, and critical thinking skills.

er
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Dr. Roger Theimer, Keynote Speaker
Children’s Pastor, King of Kings Lutheran Church, Omaha, N E

Children’s Ministry re: THINK; Faith Legacy Series— Helping Families Grow Spiritually; Grab Them by the Heart-
How to Raise the Emotional Experience in Your Christian Education; Q & A: Trends, Problems and Solutions

Roger is the children’'s pastor at King of Kings Lutheran pplyingcrdtiveismall Oma h e
group Bi bl e study techniques t o children’s ministry. He has aut
(www kidskountpublishing.com). He is co-author of Faith Legacy Series, a video curriculum to help families grow spiritually at home. He has taught
children’s ministry | eadership across America, in Europe, VfageaChinlddrAe
Ministry, an international internet curriculum with the goal to reach 20 million children by the year 2020. Roger and wife Cheryl enjoy visiting sons

Caleb and Luke in college and son Ben who teaches in Denver.

Dick Weniger and Bob Fowls
Executive Director, Education Services-NW District-LCMS, Portland, OR
Associate Director, Education Services-NW District-LCMS, Portland, OR

Northwest District Learning Café; What Great Teachers Do Differently; Crucial Conversations; SLSI Administrators
Meeting

Dick is in his eleventh year as Director of Education Services of the Northwest District. He works directly under the District President in the areas of

Lutheran Schools, Early Childhood Centers, Campus Ministry, Youth and Family Ministry and all non-clergy rostered professional church workers. He

also works closely with Bob Fowls on the Sustainable Lutheran School Initiative. His previous experiences include serving as principal in Kansas City,

MO, Salt Lake city, UT and Portland, OR. He has served as Executive Director of the Center for Urban Ministry, Bronxville, NY and Interim Executive

Director of Portland Lutheran School. Dick was Director of Operations at Concordia University Foundation, Portland, OR. Dick is married to Martha

who also serves the Northwest District as Children’s Minissurenylytheamisaefl t ant
the Oregon Federation of Independent Schools and on the board of Open Arms Child Development Institute.

Bob is the Associate Director of Education Services of thSEhNofthwegst abi
program made possible through a grant from the Murdock Char i tisapteviess Tr us
experiences include Head of School at Trinity Lutheran, Bend, OR, Principal at St. Paul Lutheran, Fort Worth, TX, Teacher, Athletic Director, Coach and

Assistant Principal at St. Lorenz Lutheran IN Frankenmuth, MI and classroom teacher at Immanuel Lutheran in Twin Falls, ID. Bob is married to Bev,
Registrar/Office for CUEnet (Concordia University Educational Network, Bend). They have three children. Bob also serves as Chairman, of the Board

of Regents, Concordia University, Portland.

Martha Weniger and Karen Wrye
Children’s Ministry Con-NWDistdctltCMS, Bodtlarel, dORi on Ser vi ces
Early Childhood Consultant, Education Services-NW District-LCMS, Portland, OR

Childcare Director’s Roundtable

Mart ha was born in Kansas City, Mi ssouri . She graduat e degd Concordia) B®, trelr s o n
Concordia University, Nebraska. She taught for 32 years in five states—Nebraska, Illinois, Missouri, Utah, and Oregon—in public, private and
parochial education. After retiring from teaching, Martha began her work for the Northwest District in the area of early childhood. Martha is married

to Dick Weniger. They have two children, Cristy Diaz and Michael Weniger, and four grandsons—Blake, Grant, Kyle, and Trent.

Karen Wrye has held the part time position of Early Childhood Consultant for three years. In this position she is a member of the Northwest District
Education Services team, which is |l ed by Dick Weniger. Sh einprvidikgsupportos el y
and resources for the nearly one hundred early childhood centers in the district. Before retiring from teaching she did volunteer work for the district in

the area of early childhood. Karen grew up in Portland and studied education at Concordia, Portland and Concordia, River Forest. She earned her

Masters degree at the University of Portland. Her teaching ministry included Lutheran schools in California, Illinois, Minnesota, and Oregon and all

levels from Pre-Kindergarten through Eighth grade. She also taught as an adjunct instructor in early childhood education at Concordia University,

Portland for ten years. Her husband, Dick, is a retired Lutheran educator and church musician. They have two married sons and four grandchildren

who live in Washington.
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Mary Widenhofer
Retired Preschool Director/Teacher
Constructing Dramatic Events; Play is the Way

Mary lives in Ft. Wayne, Indiana with her husband David...both were educators and administrators at several Lutheran schools in the Midwest.
Although retired they both keep a hand in the mix to effect the love of learning and a deep relationship with Jesus as Lord and Savior in our schools.
The children are the door to the evangelism in our church and to our future as a church. They are only 20% of our congregation but they are 100% of
our future. If you want your families to grow spiritually start with the children. If you want to grow your church, start with the children in preschool.

Mary presently teaches a class entitled “Play as Devel op negeautes specia éventsn di an
for young children as an outreach to the community at her church. Her retirement enables her to travel east to see her six grandchildren and be an
interactive Grandma to three little Widenhofer girls, one newborn boy and two bigger Widenhofer boys. She has taught in Lutheran schools for 35+

years and has enjoyed spiritual and worshipful connections with her students, parents and fellow teachers. She received her Bachne | or ' s degr e
Education at Concordia University in Chicago and earned aveMayster's degre




