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Resolution 2:06 adopting Tracking the Spirit as the Triennium project was approved at the 2003 District Convention. As a result, the ingathering offering at the 61st District Convention will benefit Tracking the Spirit efforts. 

God continues to open doors of opportunity for dynamic outreach and is blessing the expansion of the Gospel message through the increase of personal sharing; outreach groups; schools; ethnic ministries; and many other “critical events” that are setting the Northwest District LCMS ablaze by following the Holy Spirit to where he has been preparing hearts to hear the Good News. 
Between 2003-2006:

· A 36’ mobile home has been donated to aid in travel and accessibility of the Tracking the Spirit (TTS) team. 

· Over $190,000 has been raised; $72,500 through grants and remaining through private donors – helping to conduct Tracking the Spirit throughout the District at no charge to congregations, ministries, and groups. 

· Over 100 Tracking the Spirit Discovery sessions and leadership meetings have been held throughout the District. 

· Over 600 participated in Tracking the Spirit Discoveries.
· Over 80 Sharing Jesus workshops have been held (separate from those held in conjunction with TTS).
· Over 4,000 have participated in Sharing Jesus workshops.
· Over 100 “Trackers” have been commissioned: coveting to intentionally open their eyes and hearts to share the Gospel with those the Holy Spirit places in their paths each day. 

· The majority of NOW congregations have met or exceeded their District/Synod pledge.

· Gifts to the Katrina effort for Concordia Lutheran School in Marrero, LA have exceeded $80,000 with additional response through health kits; quilts; food; and more.
As a result: 

· Prayer for the lost and mis-directed has increased substantially – and hearts are opening to the Good News.
· More congregations have begun prayer ministries and held prayer workshops.

· There are now close to 600 prayer partners actively praying for concerns received by the District office.
· Prayer requests are being received at the District office from all over the world!

· Over 100,000 people have heard the Gospel in caring and relational ways – and these are only the ones that have been reported – there are many more that we have not heard about. 
· Fifty-five Pastors, church workers, leaders, and ministry representative attended an advanced Tracking the Spirit training in October 2005; with 90% signing covenants to be actively involved in Tracking the Spirit..

· The Synod agrees, through the efforts of Tracking the Spirit, that congregations are the gathering of many small churches and churches are where two are three are gathered together with Christ as the center for the purpose of reaching those who don’t know him 
· Relational Gospel sharing is happening everywhere in creative ways and producing disciples that make disciples.
· In the last quarter of 2005 alone - over 16 churches (where two or more are gathered) have sprouted throughout the District with more than 20 that are beginning to take root.
· For the first time in many decades, the Northwest District LCMS reports growth rather than decline. 

God is moving through his Spirit in ways we could have never imagined to build his church for eternity. 

Your ingathering gift will propel Tracking the Spirit through even more of the doors and windows that God has prepared. We thank you in advance for your gifts of love and for the privilege to witness how God is using all the congregations throughout the district to “Fan into Flame” the gift of God – eternal life through his son, Jesus. 

What will additional funds accomplish?

· Ability to offer 5 major Regional Workshops (Igniter Events) that will provide a foundation to the future by empowering individuals and congregations to grow and plant churches by sowing seeds through relationships with the unchurched and those who do not know Christ as their Savior and Lord. 

· Ability to offer an Igniter Event for schools for passing on a legacy of faith to the next generations by reaching their students’ unchurched families.
· Continue to offer Tracking the Spirit Discovery sessions throughout the District at no cost. 

· Ability to offer Tracking the Spirit Discovery sessions through technology thereby increasing opportunities for everyone to partner in:
Following and joining the Holy Spirit as he leads
 people to a saving relationship with Jesus Christ.
Included with this letter are: 

· A few ideas of how to collect your congregation’s ingathering – use them or create your own methods.

· An envelope for returning this special offering. You may mail them to the District office or bring them to the convention.  

Checks should be made payable to: 

Northwest District LCMS
Please note in the memo area of the check:

Tracking the Spirit

Should the provided envelope be misplaced, the mailing address is: 

Northwest District LCMS
1700 Knott Street

Portland, OR  97212
We thank you in advance for your prayers and your partnership.
Note: 

The Northwest District gives updated and changing current events of Tracking the Spirit and the Northwest 
District Ablaze! activities in Expanding Ministries webpages at www.nowlcms.org.  
The Northwest District Board of Directors and the entire Ministry Team at the District are partnering in Tracking the Spirit/Ablaze efforts. 
For more information or to hold Tracking the Spirit Discovery sessions 
in your congregation; school; circuit; or region call the district office.
1-888-693-5267 or in the Portland-Metro area 503-288-8383
All gifts will be acknowledged by the District following the Convention.
