HIGHLIGHTS OF THE CONVENTION
· Thursday, June 22, at 3:00 pm, we will officially open the 61st Convention of the Northwest District at the Oregon Convention Center, Portland, Oregon.

· Synod Third Vice President Dean Nadasdy will lead us in Bible study throughout the convention.  In addition, there will be time for Q&A with Rev. Nadasdy on Friday, June 23.      
· Thursday, June 22, Convention worship  will begin at 7:30 PM hosted by Rev. Pete Luedemann, Beautiful Savior, Portland.  Synod Third Vice President Dean Nadasdy will deliver the sermon followed by communion.  

· The offering of the 2006 District Convention Triennial Mission Project – Tracking the Spirit – will be collected during Thursday’s worship service.  God continues to open doors of opportunity for dynamic outreach and is blessing the expansion of the Gospel message through the increase of personal sharing, outreach groups, schools, ethnic ministries and many other events that are setting our District ablaze.  God is moving through His Spirit in ways we could have never imagined to build His church for eternity.   Delegates are encouraged to bring their congregation’s offering to this service.  Your gifts will propel Tracking the Spirit through even more of the doors and windows that God has prepared.
· Rev. Dr. Herb Hoefer, will serve as the Convention Chaplain and will lead us in prayer.  Dr. Hoefer spends 20% of his time and energy in providing leadership and theological support for the District staff and also serves as Chairman of the Ethnic Ministries Task Force.  Approximately 50% of Dr. Hoefer’s ministry includes overseeing the LCMS Asian Ministries in India.  In addition, 30% of Dr. Hoefer’s efforts are spent on the theological faculty of Concordia University, Portland.
· Dr. Guy Rice Doud, 1986 National Teacher of the Year, will be our guest speaker at our Friday evening Igniter event.  Guy has addressed hundreds of Christian groups with a message that deals with those things that are basic about life:  love, family, relationships, success and dreaming dreams.

· Rescue, the Acappella Gospel group, will also be a part of our Friday evening Igniter event at the Oregon Convention Center.  This national recording group draws listeners of all ages with their fresh and exciting sounds.  Their unique style delights people with worshipful entertainment focusing on Jesus as the only Savior.
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· Friday afternoon, June 23, from 3:00–6:00 PM will afford attendees an opportunity to participate in FANtastic Discoveries.  We will be interacting with our surroundings.  We want Portland, Oregon to know that the Lutherans have been in town and we want our public witness and testimony to shine through.  You are encouraged to participate in at least one event, or more if time allows.  May the Holy Spirit bubble over in you through smiles, hugs, encouraging words, prayers and more as you allow our gracious Lord to work through you.   Fan into flame the gift of God – that’s our passion ….that is our priority….that is our ministry.   Share the Gospel message – that is what we are all about!  Look for more details contained in this registration  package and in your workbook - sign up now and return the enclosed sheet with your registration form. 
INFORMATION

CREDENTIALS will be handled as they were in 2003.  No credential cards will be mailed and verification of your congregation’s selection of you as a delegate will be done at registration.  This allows for a smooth and efficient registration process.  Name tags will reflect your delegate status.

	BLUE = Voting
	
	YELLOW = Advisory

	Pastor
	
	Teachers
	DCEs

	Lay Delegate
	
	Youth Rep.
	Emeritus

	
	
	Pastor
	Chaplain

	
	
	Deaconess
	Other


Each delegate, after submitting the enclosed registration form, will be mailed a registration confirmation and should present it at the registration table at the Convention.  If any questions arise regarding credentials, District Staff will be available at the registration table to resolve your questions. 

ADVISORY DELEGATES of the District are pastors serving non-organized or non-synodical member congregations, assistant pastors (non-voting); retired pastors and teachers; faculty members of Concordia University, Portland (pastors and teachers); Executives of the NW District Office; called Christian day school teachers serving a congregation or school association; lay workers; institutional chaplains; campus pastors; deaconesses.  All must be rostered members of Synod.

CONGREGATIONS WITH TWO PASTORS are entitled to only one pastoral voting delegate.  The second pastor registers as an Advisory Delegate.
Congregations are expected to pay the registration fee for their RETIRED PASTORS, TEACHERS AND ALL OTHER ROSTERED FULL TIME PROFESSIONAL CHURCH WORKERS. However, the registrant must pay for lodging and meals. (Workers serving by contract are regarded by Synod to be the same as called workers if they have been certified for placement.)

YOUTH REPRESENTATIVES of congrega- tions will be recognized at the Convention and given Advisory Delegate status with the privilege of speaking on the floor, but not voting privilege.  All other youth in attendance  are considered youth guests and do not have speaking privileges.

ALL OTHER FULL TIME PROFESSIONAL CHURCH WORKERS (non-rostered) on the congregation or District level (e.g.: teachers under contract, lay assistants, youth workers) are strongly urged to attend the Convention. 

VACANCY PASTORS AND LAY ASSISTANTS serving congregations “full-time or part-time” are not eligible to serve as a Voting Pastoral Delegate unless holding an official call from the congregation.

ALL PROFESSIONAL CHURCH WORKERS shall be privileged to serve on Convention Floor Committees.  The Committees are comprised of voting and advisory delegates and are appointed by the District President.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * OTHER INFORMATION * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
REGISTRATION - will open in the Lobby area of the Oregon Convention Center at 10:00 AM, Thursday, June 22nd, and will continue throughout the day.  At registration, each registered delegate will receive a backpack to carry their convention materials which can be donated to a needy child on Friday afternoon during the FANtastic Discovery C event.
DELEGATES - IT IS IMPORTANT THAT YOU HAVE YOUR REGISTRATION CONFIRMA- TION IN HAND WHEN YOU REGISTER AT THE CONVENTION. THIS WILL FACILITATE THE REGISTRATION AND CREDENTIAL PROCESS. The registration confirmation will be mailed to you prior to the Convention.

LODGING – All lodging will be at the Lloyd Center Doubletree Hotel which is approximately 3-4 blocks from the Oregon Convention Center and is served by Portland’s light rail system (MAX).  All room reservations must be made through the District Office.  Please do not call the hotel directly to make your reservations.   You will receive, by mail, confirmation of your room and roommate request in your registration confirmation letter.  

MEALS – All meals are the responsibility of the delegates and reimbursed by their congregation.  We encourage congregations to set daily per diem limits for their delegates.  (i.e., a reasonable per diem rate could be $25 per day). Included in your registration information is a light rail map of the area and a list of restaurants either in the hotel or within easy walking distance from the hotel, and shopping in the Lloyd Center area adjacent to the hotel.    

TRANSPORTATION - Enclosed you will find a Travel Reimbursement Form.  The NW District will reimburse reasonable costs associated with the transportation of all Voting and Advisory Delegates as well as official Youth Representatives provided they are properly registered and all registration and assessment fees have been paid. This includes auto mileage reimbursed at  14.0 cents per mile (not to exceed 300 miles one way), bus, train or airfare (if over 300 miles one way).  We trust everyone will use prudent Christian stewardship.  The form may be turned in at the Information Desk at the Convention site or mailed to the District Office.  No reimbursement will be made without receipts and all assessment and registration fees paid in full.  

Portland’s light rail (MAX) system provides  an efficient and economical method of transportation from Portland International Airport to the Lloyd Center Doubletree Hotel and Oregon Convention Center.  Included in this registration packet, you will find an informational DVD which provides step-by-step instructions on transportation via light rail or automobile to the hotel and convention center.  

We recommend that after you arrive at the airport that you stop at the hotel first and check in (provided your room is ready) or the alternative would be to entrust your bags to the Bell Captain at the hotel before proceeding to the Oregon Convention Center.  There will be an information table in the lobby of the Lloyd Center Doubletree hotel staffed with District volunteers and/or staff to direct you and answer your questions. 
For insurance reasons, no child care will be provided at the convention.  
You may register on-line at www.nowlcms.org and forward your payment with the printed confirmation that you receive when you register on line.  The Registration Form has been sent with this information packet.  If you are registering through your congregation, complete the form and give it to your Treasurer by May 15th.  If not, complete the form and mail to the District Office with your check by May 23rd.  

After we have received your registration form and payment, we will be mailing you a confirmation letter that will include your lodging information, along with other pertinent information.  Please remember to bring your registration confirmation with you to the Convention.

CONVENTION MINI-SCHEDULE

THURSDAY – JUNE 22, 2006
	Time
	Description

	10:00am – 3:00pm
	Delegate Registration – Lobby of Oregon Convention Center

	12:30 – 2:00pm
	Floor Committee Open Hearings

	2:00 -3:00pm
	Delegate Orientation

	3:00 - 5:30pm
	Convention Business – Session # 1

	5:30 – 7:30pm
	Dinner – on own

	7:30 - 9:00pm
	Worship service – Oregon Convention Center


FRIDAY – JUNE 23, 2006
	Time
	Description

	8:15 – 8:30am
	Pre-session Music  

	8:30 – 10:00am
	Convention Business – Session #2

	10:00 – 10:30am
	Break and Circuit Caucuses

	10:30 – 12:00pm 
	Convention Business – Session #3

	12:00 – 1:30pm
	Lunch – on own

	1:30 – 3:00pm
	Convention Business – Session #4

	3:00 – 7:30pm
	Convention Business – Session #5 – FANtastic Discoveries

	7:30 – 9:00pm
	Inspiration Session

   Rescue concert

   Speaker:  Guy Doud 


SATURDAY – JUNE 24, 2006
	Time
	Description

	8:15 – 10:00am
	Convention Business – Session #6

	10:00 – 10:15am
	Break

	10:15 – 11:45am
	Convention Business – Session #7 to adjournment
Installation of newly elected officers

	11:45 – 12:30pm
	Gavel – closing

Sending by Rev. Dean Nadasdy


The Northwest District 

of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod

6lst District Convention
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“I have been reminded of your sincere faith, which first lived in your grandmother Lois and in your mother Eunice and, I am persuaded, now lives in you also.  For this reason I remind you to fan into flame the gift of God, which is in you through the laying on of my hands.”
2 Timothy 1:5-6 (NIV)
at the
Oregon Convention Center
Portland, Oregon

June 22-24, 2006
Convention Purpose: The convention shall afford an opportunity for worship, nurture, inspiration, fellowship, and the communication of vital information. 

(2004 Synod Handbook Section 4.2.1).













