RESOLUTION INFORMATION

On Saturday, April 29, 2006 the floor committees met.  Their task was to study, research and evaluate all reports, recommendations and overtures assigned to them.  They were to render a report to the Convention in the form of proposed Resolutions.  In order to accomplish this task, the floor committees sought the counsel of the District President, staff, Board representatives and others who might be knowledgeable about the issues.

As the floor committees met on April 29th, they prayed, studied, discussed and developed the 19 Resolutions contained in the May 15th mailing.  Their task was to review the REPORTS in the initial mailing of the convention WORKBOOK and to deal with the 39 OVERTURES that were assigned to the three Floor Committees.

The floor committees will hold OPEN HEARINGS on Thursday, June 22th at 12:30 PM at the Oregon Convention Center, Portland, OR.

OPEN HEARING PROTOCOL

The purpose of an OPEN HEARING is for the committee to hear additional information from those requesting time on their agenda and to allow interested delegates and guests to listen in on the process of receiving this information.

Appearances before a floor committee OPEN HEARING may be granted by the chairman of the floor committee. The committee chairman will develop an agenda for the OPEN HEARING from the requests for appearances that he receives.   All delegates and guests of the convention are cordially invited to attend these OPEN HEARINGS.  However, because of the press of limited time, the chairman may limit comments from the audience.

Those requesting an appearance at the OPEN HEARING of the floor committees will be granted only a limited time for their presentation. Therefore, it is desirable that anyone requesting an appearance at the OPEN HEARING make his or her request and reaction to the committee chairman in writing.  At no time does the committee engage in debate with those appearing before them.  

The OPEN HEARING affords the floor committee a time to receive reactions to their assigned Reports, Overtures and tentative Resolutions that are contained in the WORKBOOK.

Upon the completion of the OPEN HEARING time, the floor committees will then go into EXECUTIVE SESSION to discuss among themselves any matters that would assist them in their job of bringing their Report and Resolutions before the District Convention.

The location of the Open Hearings will be clearly explained at the Convention Registration Booth.  

FLOOR COMMITTEE PROTOCOL

Each floor committee has responded to the REPORTS and the OVERTURES assigned to them.  In total, there were 50 REPORTS and 39 OVERTURES submitted to the 2006 Northwest District Convention.

The floor committees were given various options in dealing with the vast number of overtures.  As the LCMS, in its 2004 Convention assigned floor committees to deal with 494 overtures, so the Northwest District has used the same protocol to deal with the REPORTS and OVERTURES printed in the WORKBOOK.

OPTIONS:

1. The floor committees may recommend adoption of the Overture as a Resolution of District.

2. The floor committees may make editorial changes they deem necessary and recommend adoption.
3. The floor committees may recommend the Overture(s) be declined – such Overture(s) are listed in the last resolution in each individual floor committee’s section; titled, "To Decline Overture(s) . . ."

4. The floor committees may recommend the Overture(s) be placed in an Omnibus Resolution A: 

referring Overtures to a responsible board, commission, or individual for study and implementation.

5. The floor committees may recommend the Overture(s) be placed in an Omnibus Resolution B:
referring Overture(s) to a previous convention action that has spoken to this issue, as indicated.

6. The floor committees may recommend the Overture(s) be placed in an Omnibus Resolution D:
receiving Overture(s) with thanks, gratitude, or encouragement is an acceptable approach to dealing with matters, as indicated.

7. The floor committees may recommend the Overtures(s) be placed in an Omnibus Resolution E:
Receives Overture(s) with consent,  for "good" and "acceptable" overtures that can be accepted without convention dialog or debate.
Instructions to Synod floor committees that also pertain to District floor committees are as follows:

The floor committee chairman is to identify and group together overtures that deal with the same subject matter, then further reduce the number of issues as much as possible by drawing related issues together.  Synod requests that any resolution that involves a legal question be submitted to our attorney; that any relating to a constitutional or bylaw question be referred to the CCM; that any involving expenditures of money be referred to the District Board of Directors; that any involving theological or church relations matters currently assigned to the Commission on Theology and Church Relations (CTCR) be referred to them.  

During the OPEN HEARINGS, the chairman will serve as moderator.  Members of the floor committee may ask questions for information, but they are not to express personal opinions or engage in debate with speakers.  The moderator is not to permit speakers to enter into debate with one another.  The purpose of an open hearing is to receive information and opinions.  If many wish to speak to a given issue, the time each one may speak must be limited, and no speaker may ordinarily speak more than once on a given issue.

At the INITIAL COMMITTEE PRESENTATION to the floor of the convention, the chairman is asked to present a brief general introduction, background and overview of his floor committee’s work.  The chairman then proceeds with the resolutions.  A member of the committee may be appointed by the chairman to read the resolution.  Occasionally a brief word of introduction, explanation or a pre-arranged presentation before a resolution is read is in order.  Obviously, brevity is a virtue here.

After the RESOLUTION has been read to the convention, the appropriate member of the floor committee says, “On behalf of the committee, I move adoption.”  Such motions do not require a second.

As the President of the District proceeds with the discussion of a resolution on the floor of the convention, it is important to remember that the floor committee always has the floor.  The floor committee may intervene in the discussion to explain, correct misapprehensions and to clarify the rationale for presenting the resolution.

“By this all will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another."  John 13:35

The decorum on the floor of a convention can be an organization’s finest hour.  We are on display before the world, the media and one another.  The youth and advisory delegates, along with the guests, principal speakers and voting delegates are afforded the opportunity to live out our Lord’s deepest desire for us to show our love for one another.

May the Lord of the Church, Jesus Christ, guide us.  We are a small church body, yet we are mighty in our commitment to His Word, His Way and His Will.

Together in Christ,
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Warren Schumacher, President

Northwest District - LCMS

